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Portland Harbour 



Speed Week Safe 

Despite recent reports to the 
contrary, Portland Harbour is 
not silting up and there is no 
danger to the annual speed 
trials due to be held there in 
October. Fears first arose that 
one of the most important 
events on the international 
windsurfing calendar would 
be at risk when local 
boardsailors reported rocks 
and sandbanks appearing in 
the harbour. The water had 
become so shallow in parts 
that boards and skeg boxes 
were being damaged. 

It has since come to light 
that the problem was caused 
by a temporary ‘ramp’ being 
built in the harbour by local 
contractors in order to 
facilitate the dredging of a 
new channel. This has now 
been removed and sailing in 
what is one of the finest 
windsurfing locations in 
Europe is back to normal. 

Andy Gaunt of Windtek 
complained that the adverse 
publicity had affected his 
business and said that he 
hoped boardsailors from 
London and other inland 
locations could return to 
Weymouth for the excellent 
conditions on offer. Although 
Windtek plan to open another 
funboard school at 
Overcombe Corner, the 
Portland Harbour site will 
operate as before. 

Windtek also make custom 
boards and plan to field a 
speed team during the trials in 
an attempt to regain the 
British speed record and 
possibly upset a few 
international stars. The 
Windtek team will boast an 
international star itself, Dave 
Perks, in addition to other 
top British sailors Dave 
Hackford, Chris Barrow and 
Justin Hooper-Greenhill. 

Plans for Speed Week itself, 
which runs from 6th-13th 
October are going ahead as 
normal. Johnnie Walker, whc 
are sponsoring the event for 
the third year running, have 
increased the total prize 
money on offer to £25,000. 
100 competitors are expected 
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to take part. Fred Haywood, 
who set a new record at 
Weymouth in October 1983, 
lost his record to Michael 
Pucher in April this year 
when the Austrian managed 
an astounding 32.35 knots at 
Port St.Louis in the South of 
France. Haywood wasn’t at 
the event so it remains to be 
seen whether Pucher can beat 
Haywood as well as his 
record. It is possible that 
Haywood could have beaten 
Pucher’s speed had he been at 
the event which experienced 
winds up to 55 knots. 

Another famous boardsailor, 
Robby Naish is strongly 
rumoured to have become 
interested in speed sailing and 
may put in an appearance at 
Weymouth. 

Cobra Markets 
Record breaker 

In the wake of Michael 
Pucher’s speed record set in 
April this year, German board 
manufacturers Cobra have 
been quick to capitalise on 
the publicity which goes along 


with world speed records by 
snatching up Pucher’s board 
to use as the prototype for a 
new production board. The 
new board, which will be 
known as the Cobra Gun 260, 
features a new ‘quasi quatro 
concave bottom,’ — what 
they call a ‘quatro’ front leads 
into a double concave in the 
back. At 2.64m, long, the 
board weighs 6.5kg (1.5kg 
lighter than the prototype) 
and has a volume of 70 litres. 



Pucher at speed 


Also available with the board 
will be the ‘Softwing’ system 
sail which is also based on the 
sail design used by Pucher on 
his record breaking run. This 
incorporates a foam-filled, 
foil shaped luff sleeve. 
Although there is at present 


no official British importer 
for Cobra equipment, we will 
no doubt be seeing the 260 
Gun over here in the near 
future. 

Pucher will be defending 
his record at the Weymouth 
Speed trials in October and it 
will be interesting to see if he 
will be able to hold onto it in 
the face of the anticipated 
stiff competition. 

Chapter to make Vit 
Sea boards 

Tad Ciastula of Vitamin Sea 
recently announced that his 
range of moulded production 
boards will in future be 
manufactured by Chapter of 
N.Devon. Tad explained that 
by combining forces in 
production the overhead costs 
will be greatly reduced and 
this could be reflected in a 
reduction of retail price. Tad 
will continue to design and 
market the boards while 
Chapter will be responsible 
for manufacture and 
distribution. 

Mervyn Beard of Chapter is 
pleased with the new plans 
and sees the move as being 
the start of an era of joint 
cooperation in sailboard 
manufacture. As Mervyn said, 
“our aim is to produce the 
strongest, lightest boards 
available at an affordable 
price”. 

Chapter will continue to 
produce their own range of 
production boards and 
custom shaped boards will 
still be available from Vitamin 
Sea. 



This revealing photo illustrates just how some boards can benefit from the use of 
high tech materials. The board on the right (a Mistral Malibu) contains longitudinal 
carbon fibre reinforcement in its laminating material and hence hardly bends at all 
under a massive 350kg load, compared to a standard polyethylene board on the left. 
A sailboard constructed entirely from carbon fibre would be as strong as steel and 
still very light but the cost would be sky high. Nevertheless you still have to pay for 
this kind of technology as Mistral are hardly famous for their budget prices! 
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Home Grown in 
Weymouth 

No-one seems able to hold 
Dave Perks back these days as 
he reaches for the top in 
international windsurfing. In 
the last couple of months he 
has not only beaten the likes 
of Robby Naish and Pete 
Cabrinha to come third in the 
Stro’h Tour slalom in 
Newport, but he has won the 
much publicised Johnnie 
Walker Hi-Ho Marathon in 
the Virgin Islands ahead of 
over 200 other competitors on 
a standard production F2 
Lightning. Modesty prevented 
him from saying too much 
about his win over Naish, 
apart from that “Robby 
seemed to be having an off 


‘mature’ men and women. 

Fred Haywood, the star of 
the Neil Pryde speed team,, 
has been selected as chairman 
of sailing (minimum age 35), 
which, as well as windsurfing, 
will include Laser dinghy 
fleets. Boardsailors will 
compete in three disciplines, 
triangle, slalom and long 
distance. 

Every major sport will be 
represented at the Games 
which are intended to 
promote a ‘sport for life’ 
theme — that competition at 
the highest levels can provide 
life long pleasure. The event 
will be staged every four years 
and is open to those who 
qualify by age regardless of 
official national 
representation. 


As for the Hi-Ho success, 
winning overall in a series of 
nine long distance races 
requires a great deal of 
stamina, not to mention 
reliability on the part of the 
equipment, but winning on a 
production board four kgs 
heavier than some of his 
competitor’s is outstanding. 

Perks, who comes from 
Weymouth, is now off to 
Greece to train before going 
to the Amateur World Cup, 
and then back to the UK for 
Speed Week. It seems as if 
Britain has at last produced a 
sailor capable of competing 
with the best on the world 
professional circuit. 

Windsurfing World 
Masters 

Windsurfing has been 
included in the World Masters 
Games to be held in Toronto, 
Canada, from the 7th to 25th 
August this year. More than 
10,000 athletes from around 
the world will be competing in 
22 selected sports, divided 
into age categories for 


Div / only for Inland 
Nationals 

Following the lack of wind 
and resultant lack of 
sufficient races at the Division 
I National Championships in 
Paignton, the National Inland 
Championships this year are 
to be confined to Division I 
boards. 

The championships will be 
hosted by the Bristol 
Corinthian Yacht Club at 
Axbridge and are be held over 
the weekend of October 
26th/27th. Trophies for the 
National series will be 
awarded at a dinner on the 
Saturday evening. 

Two Frenchmen 
conquer the Atlantic 

On what could be described 
as the world’s largest 
displacement board, two 
Frenchmen have succeeded in 
sailing unaccompanied across 
the Atlantic. The two men, 
Frederic Beauchene and 
Thierry Caroni, took 38 days 
to sail from New York to 
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Cornwall, arriving at Lizard 
Point on the evening of the 
23rd July. 

At one point the board 
capsized and the two men lost 
a considerable amount of 
equipment and nearly all their 
food, with the result that they 
were forced to live on biscuits 
for the last three days of the 
voyage. Frederic Beauchene 
said of the trip: “There were 
no worst moments — only 
bad moments throughout’’. 

He then went on to say that 
he would do it again. 

It is not the first time 
Beauchene has attempted a 
dangerous journey on a 
board. In 1979 he was the 
first person to sail around 
Cape Horn and in 1978 he 
sailed across the English 
Channel. 

Whether the Frenchmen’s 
board, the Salle des Champs 
can strictly be classed as a 
sailboard is a matter of 
debate. The board is 6.5ft 
wide and accommodates a 
small ‘cuddy’ equipped with a 
tiny bunk below deck (in 
which Beauchene and Caroni 
took turns to sleep in three 
hour shifts during the night). 
However, on deck each man 
used what was effectively a 
‘freesailing’ rig system with an 
asymmetric boom, two sails 
per rig and a form of 
universal joint at the base. 

Whatever the class of the 
Salles des Champs , the voyage 
was certainly a commendable 
achievement. The crossing 
was sponsored by Timex who 
proved that one of their 
watches, the SportsQuartz 
could survive the trip strapped 
to the bow of the board. 

What’s the Point? 

Jonathon Hutchcroft, a 17 
year old short board sailor 
from Bristol, was injured 
while on a recent youth 
funboard course. Although 
accidents are bound to 
happen, this one could easily 
have been avoided. This is 
how Jonathon himself 
described what happened: 

“I was sailing along parallel 
to the shore. There was 
someone in the water ahead 
of me who had fallen off his 
board. A wave broke, picked 
up his board and wrenched it 


out of his grip. The front of 
the board struck my right 
thigh. I fell off and went 
ashore. I felt bruised but went 
out sailing again. My leg was 
stiffening up so I came ashore 
and took my wetsuit off to 
find that there was a big gash. 

I showed it to Dan Dearnley 
who called over Alan Dovey, 
the course director. He put a 
dressing on it, bandaged me 
up and took me to hospital. 
The hospital put in about 15 
stitches.” 

Alan Dovey described the 
gash as the nastiest he had 
ever seen, “Just like a piece 
of raw steak”. 

Jonathon had been 
impaled by a sharp nosed 
short board — in this case a 
Chapter, though there are 
plenty of others equally as 
guilty. There is complete 
consensus amongst top sailors 
that sharp front ends do 
absolutely nothing to improve 
performance. The question is, 
if Jonathon got that badly 
hurt through a thick wetsuit, 
on a non-vital area of his 
body, what would have been 
the consequences if he had 
been struck either in an 
unprotected area of his body 
or somewhere a lot more vital 
to his survival! 

There is a growing feeling 
in the sport that the 
boardsailing authorities 
should lobby for a ban on 
boards with sharp front ends 
and do everything to 
encourage manufacturers to 
put rubber front ends on all 
boards. 

High stakes at 
Picard SW Funboard 
Cup 

The prize fund for Britain’s 
premiere funboard contest 
increases this year by £1,250 
to £3,750. Overall sponsors 
Ricard, producers of France’s 
top selling spirit, have 
increased their prize money 
sponsorship to £1,500. Haven 
Holidays, who will host 
competitors and spectators at 
their Tolroy Holiday Village, 
have come in with £500 for 
the course racing event which 
will be known as ‘The Haven 
Masters’. Last year’s sponsors 
of the wave performance 
event, local custom board 
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builders Vitamin Sea, have 
carried forward £250 from 
their uncompleted event last 
year to bring £750 into the 
prize fund. Wetsuit and 
leisure wear manufacturers 
Hang Ten will again be 
sponsoring the slalom event 
while accessories importers 
Hotlines, who provided the 
original inspiration for the 
event, again take on the 
marathon across Mounts Bay. 

The event is open to top 
sailors from the UK and 
visiting international funboard 
sailors. The contest 
immediately follows the speed 
trials at Weymouth and so 
allows the internationals to 
stay on in the UK for this 
week of top class funboard 
competition. 

This autumn gathering of 
funboard enthusiasts is being 
expanded this year to include 
an event for the 
intermediates’ fleet, ‘The 
Haven Cup’. They will 
compete for the same four 
disciplines as the main event 
with prizes for overall 
positions. 

Further enquiries to: The 
Funboard Connexion, 11 
Burford Rd, Forest Fields, 
Nottingham, NG7 6BB. Tel: 
0602 786837. 

Windsurfer 
European 
Championships to 
be sailed on a new 
board 

Following the granting of a 
licence to Italian 
Windsurfer® importer 
Giovanni Piatti, the board is 
now being produced in ASA 
insteads of the traditional 
polyethylene. 

Sailors at the European 
Championships will compete 
on boards supplied by the 
manufacturer, who will be 


one of the event sponsors. 

The board features an F2 
mast track and retracting 
daggerboard, and a new 
higher-aspect rig. 

At present the licence is for 
one year only and is restricted 
to Italy. The Windsurfer 
Class Association (Region 
Europe) is hoping that the 
board will be available to 
existing members and on sale 
throughout Europe for the 
1986 season. 

Club Windsurfer events in 
Britain this season have been 
very well supported and have 
retained their friendly 
atmosphere. The class is 
looking forward to this being 
the beginning of a revival in 
the fortunes of the board on 
an international scale. 

Records Broken 

With some of the best 
summer winds seen in recent 
years, two separate round-the- 
island records have been 
broken in the last two 
months. 

On Monday June 10th, 
Hayling Island’s Malcolm 
Oliver claimed the 17 mile 
round Hayling Island speed 
record that had been held for 
exactly 2 years by Stuart 
Sawyer. 

Malcolm’s new time of 1 
hour 20 minutes and 25 
seconds was achieved in 
similar south westerly Force 
5-6 winds to those in which 
Stuart set a time of 1 hour 27 
minutes on June 11th, 1983! 

Two screaming reaches 
took him from the famous 
Red House to the northern 
end of Hayling in just 20 
minutes. The record seemed 
well within his grasp but the 
stanchions of an old railway 
bridge proved to be a difficult 
obstacle. A path between 
them would have been directly 
into the wind and they were a 


bit too close together to easily 
lay the rig down and paddle 
through. 

Once through into 
Langstone Harbour he faced 
a beat directly into a Force 6 
wind, which is quite a handful 
with a 6.6m 2 sail! The camber 
inducers helped him to cope 
but even so, it was a severe 
test of stamina and strategy 
which lasted the best part of 
an hour. The Final reach from 
the Ferry round to the Red 
House took just three 
minutes! 

Malcolm attributed his 
success to his equipment 
(Hood Sails and Elvstrom 
boards). The highly tuned 
racing skills which recently 
made him Division I 
Champion may also have 
something to do with it. 

Just along the coast, the 
intrepid Robin Brockway also 
broke a round the island 
record — this time the Isle of 
Wight (a minimum 65 mile 
sail) as a warm up to the next 
episode in the Robin 
Brockway versus the Sally 
Ferry saga. In his somewhat 
casual fashion, he rolled up to 
the start of the annual round 
the island race, found the 
conditions to his liking, and 
joined 1,300 yachts for the 
season’s most popular yacht 
race. 

Using an Elvstrom Prolight 
363, a Tushingham camber 
induced World Cup 7.2m 2 sail 
and a BJ harness (very 
important!) he completed the 
race in 8 hours and 40 
minutes in the south westerly 
Force 3 to 5 winds. At one 
stage he even overtook the ‘J’ 
class yacht Valsheda. 

Unfortunately for Robin, 
the record was not officially 
timed so it cannot be ratified 
by any authorities. He intends 
to make a more serious 
attempt with a more 


favourable southerly wind in 
the hope that he can knock 4 
hours of the existing record of 
9 hours and 22 minutes. He 
does need a sponsor however, 
any offers? 

Golden Beach bring 
in Bomboras 

The Australian made 
Bombora range of sailboards 
are now being imported into 
the UK by Golden Beach of 
N.Berwick. The 
manufacturers of Bombora, 
Sailboards Australia Pty Ltd., 
are one of the few firms 
licensed to manufacture 
Windsurfer brand boards. 
Bombora boards are unusual 
in that although they are all 
short boards, being under 
2.75m long, they are made in 
the same material (roto- 
moulded polyethelene) as the 
Windsurfers. The boards 
available will be the New Toy, 
retailing at £345.00; the 
Antartica at £385.00; and the 
Tri Fin at £385.00 (Prices 
subject to confirmation. All 
the boards are ex-rig). 


Stop Press 

Six British sailors recently 
travelled to El Medano, 
Tenerife, to take part in the 
Johnnie Walker Spanish 
Funboard Cup, with Mark 
Woods and Dave Hackford 
returning triumphant after 
gaining overall placings of 4th 
and 5th respectively. With 
only 0.7 of a point between 
2nd and 4th place, racing was 
fierce in high wind conditions 
of force 7-8. 16 year old 
Bjdm Dunkerbeck took First 
place, and was seen pulling 
off loops in the wave riding 
event. Woodsy himself rang 
us with the news, but we will 
bring you a full report next 
month. 
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Bears Board Repair, Jes 

Simmons’s famous repair 
business,has moved from Hart’s 
Boatyard, Surbiton to Princes 
Lake in Ashford, Middlesex. 
Jes, who says that a large part 
of his time is now taken up in 
assessing insurance claims,will 
be based next door to Dee 
Caldwell’s shop and only 
yards from the Princes Club 


and lake itself. Contact him 
on Ashford (07842) 53201. 

The Dee Caldwell Sailboard 
Centre, now at Princes 
Waterski Centre, Bedfont, 
Middlesex, is due to open 
with a splash on August 10th. 
The day will be a free Mistral 
demo day, the entire Mistral 
range being available for 
demo use. Other attractions 
will be a Carlsberg lager bar 
from 4pm onwards, a 
barbeque and a spot of 
‘getting down’ with Graham 
Reed and the Hy Jumpers’ 
road show. Further details are 
available from Dee on (07842) 
53201. ’ 

Phil Jones, the RYA’s 
National Boardsailing Coach 

will be running an instructors 
and trainers’ course at the 
Sangford Sailing School, 

N.Ireland, from the 23rd-27th 
September this year. The idea 
behind it is to develop the 
National Board Sailing 
scheme in N.Ireland, so if 
you’re interested, are of open 
sea standard (can sail a 
triangle in strong winds), then 
contact Phil Jones or Valerie 
Over at the RYA on Woking 
25022. 5 

The Tynemouth Rollercoaster 

racing event, sponsored once 
again by Vinta Sailboards, 
will be held on October 5th 
and 6th of this year at the 
Tynemouth Sailing Club. The 
18 mile long Rollercoaster will 
head off from Tynemouth 
Long Sands on Sunday at 
11.00am. There will also be 
fun cup style Saturday racing 
starting at 2.30pm, followed 
by a Geordie evening with 
traditional ale and live music. 
Entry fee is £7 including 
Saturday night food and 
entertainment — but get 


organised early beecause last 
year was over subscribed. 
Contact David Hudson, at 
Work 091-414 2041 or at 
home (0632) 59158. 

Valhalla Custom have opened 
a new retail outlet in West 
Kirby. They will be stocking a 
wide range of boards and 
equipment as well as 
operating a board and sail 
repair service. The shop, 
which will cater for the Wirral 
area, is situated about 100 
yards from the lake at West 
Kirby. You can pay them a 
visit at 172 Banns Rd, West 
Kirby. 

Outdoor Adventure of 

N. Corn wall are offering 
special prices in winter 
accommodation for sailors 
keen to sail throughout the 
colder months. Jeff and 
Richard Gill, who run 
Outdoor Adventure, can 
supply local knowledge on 
where to sail and surf. 
Windsurfing conditions are 
said to be generally very good 
in North Cornwall. 
Accommodation can be 
provided in either hotels or 
centrally heated apartments 
with bar, TV, etc. Both 
funboard tuition and hire of 
equipment are available. Jeff 
is also an advocate of 
teaching windsurfing with the 
aid of video. He finds it very 
useful for both intermediate 
and advanced levels, for, as 
he quite rightly suggests, 
sailors of intermediate level 
and above are often far too 
reluctant to admit that they’re 
doing anything wrong! He 
says, “when they see 
themselves on video it is easy 
to point out where they’re 
going wrong”. People also 
love to see themselves on 
camera, so if you want to see 
yourself starring in your own 
surf video, then contact Jeff 
at Outdoor Adventure, 

Atlantic Court, Widemouth 


Bay, Nr.Bude, Cornwall. Tel: 
(028885) 312. 

Glassworks is a new Penzance 
based custom board factory 
which has been making 
custom boards for the local 
market for some 18 months, 
and now intends to produce 
boards on a more national 
scale. Shapers Marc Anderson 
and Colin Wilson are making 
boards which are now being 
tested in Hawaii. Prices start 
at £290 for a 2.4m pintail 
with three footstraps and a 
single fence fin. Marc and 
Colin can be contacted on 
(0736) 67051. 

Planing Performance recently 
entered the funboard field 
with the launch of a new 
lightweight Pan Am. The 
board is constructed from 
epoxy and styrofoam, making 
it light and fast say the 
makers. Each board is 
individually shaped and 
carries the customer’s own 
graphics. Planing 
Performance are, they claim, 
setting new standards in 
customer service by collecting 
feedback from questionnaires 
given to their customers, so if 
you’re interested then further 
details can be had from 
Richard Meech on (0394) 
272575. 

The Carlsberg Cooler will be 
held again this year with 
continuing sponsorship for 
the London Boardsailing 
Association from Carlsberg 
brewery. This LBSA team 
championship is open to all 
teams of Div.I and II boards 
in the London area. Teams 
will compete for the 
prestigious Carlsberg Cooler 
Trophy on the following 
dates: Sat 26th Oct — Bewl 
Valley SC; Sat 9th Nov — 

King George SC; Sat 16th 
Nov — Datchet Water SC; 

Sat. 7th Dec — Queen Mary 
SC. Further details from Phil 
Meadows, Ashford 53201. 



anew force in the north west 
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Dazed in the Desert 

Dear Sir, 

As a fanatical windsurfer and 
ardent reader of Windsurf 
Magazine, I felt that it may 
be of benefit to your readers 
to hear of an accident I had 
whilst doing the next best 
alternative, speedsailing. I live 
m the Middle East, and as 
there are no lakes nearby, I 
borrowed a speedsail from a 
friend. I had read so much 
about this new sport, I 
couldn’t wait to try it. There 
was a good Force 4 gusting to 
5. I put on the crash helmet, 
elbow and knee pads, and set 
off going along a level 
stretch. It was easy, beautiful, 
much less tiring and 
considerably faster than 
windsurfing. I fell off 
numerous times trying to 
gybe, or simply stop the 
machine. 

I then decided to go on to 
the tarmac of an unopened 
motorway; it was just too 
tempting. I started going with 
my family following in the 
car, covering some 5km at 
45kmph. Then I suddenly lost 
control, fell off onto my head 
and was dragged along with 
my head bumping along the 
pavement until my body came 
to rest. I got up, not a 
scratch. I felt fine apart from 
a feeling of something being 
missing. I had lost all memory 
of the past month. More 
importantly, new events were 
registering for only a few 
seconds before being 
forgotten. My memory span 
had been reduced to 
something like ten minutes. 

For almost ten hours I was 
asking my wife the same five 
questions, — “what 
happened? Was I wearing * 
crash helmet? If I was, why 
did this happen to me? How 
long ago was this? Have I 
asked you these questions 
before?” Then I would wait a 
lew minutes before asking the 
same questions again. 

Luckily, a neurological 
examination in Baghdad 
suggested that permanent 


Speedsailing can be fun but it 
can also be dangerous; stick to 
sand or grass. Photo: A. Hooper 


damage was very unlikely. 
The next day I started 
remembering events a 
fortnight before the accident, 
and a few days later 
everything was back to 
normal. However, events 
preceding and succeeding the 
accident are permanently 
erased, and I have compiled 
events with the help of my 
wife and a friend. 

Speedsailing can be fun. It 
is easier, faster and less tiring 
than windsurfing. But it can 
be deceptively harmless. In 
the USA they warn that this 
device can maim, or even kill 
(Windsurf Magazine). They 
sure mean that. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dr.Anan Alios, 

Baghdad. 
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Fold-away board 

Dear Sirs, 

I am a sixth form student 
studying ‘A’ level Craft, 
Design and Technology. For 
my final (year long) project I 
have decided to design and 
make a collapsible sailboard. 
As with any board design it 
will be aimed at a particular 
section of the market and 
because of its obvious limita¬ 
tions this will be the beginners 
market. It thus needs to be 
stable, safe, easy to sail etc. 

I hope to make the board 
and rig fold down into a 
package capable of being 
carried easily on public 
transport or in the boot of a 
car. Normally, as most 
beginner’s boards are nearly 4 
metres long, they are very 
difficult to move any 
reasonable distance without a 
car and a roof-rack. 

Could you please send me 
any information you may 
have that might be in any way 
relevant. The project has to 
be very detailed. Thank you. 
Yours faithfully, 

Alex Westcombe, 

42 New Road, 

Broxbourne, 

Herts, EN10 7LW. 

Sorry, the only collapsible 
boards we have ever heard of 
weren 7 actually designed to 
do so! Can anyone else help 
this man? 

LipTip 
Dear Sirs, 

I thought that Dave Elsworth 
might like this contribution to 
his ‘Off the Lip’ page: If you 
have a very stiff mast and a 


very stiff boom, can you be 
said to be suffering from 
ngor mortis? Keep up the good 
work, Dave’s page is very 
funny. 

All the best, 

Jim Wood. 

Raceless Racing? 

Dear Windsurf Magazine 
I am a 13 year old fanatical 
windsurfer who owns a HiFly 
Race. Could you tell me 
whether my board is Div.I or 
not? In August we have the 
All England Windsurfing 
Championships and I would 
like to race Div I and not 


Div.O against Malibus! 

Could you plese tell me if 
the maximum height rule for 
masts is used in the UK? I 
have a HiFly Proline sail, and 
when the mast is fully 
tensioned it measures 496cm, 
ruling it out as a Div.I sail. 
Thanks in advance, 

Yours faithfully, 

Neil Thorne, 

Cyprus. 

Unfortunately, it is not 
possible to sail a HiFly Race 
in Div.I no matter whose sail is 
used. A maximum mast 
height is used in alt IYRU 


Open Class racing (i. e., 
Division 1 and II). Measured 
from deck level, the 
maximum height you are 
allowed is 4.7 metres. 

Newcastle Novice 

Dear Sir, 

Do you know where I can 
learn to sail in Newcastle? I 
don’t know of any schools in 
the area, but I would be 
willing to travel if need be. 
Yours faithfully, 

M. Walter, 

Tyne and Wear. 

There are several guides 
available with details of 
schools, where to sail, etc. 

The R YA publish a booklet, 

R YA Boardsailing Schools, 
which lists all RYA approved 
schools in Britain. It is 
available from the RYA at 
Victoria Way, Woking, 

Surrey. Tel: 04862 5022. 

There is also the more 
comprehensive Peter 
Stuyvesant Windsurfing 
Guide, which is published by 
Ocean Publications and costs 
£6.95. The main sailboard 
shop in the Newcastle area, 
the Boardroom, has facilities 
for board hire and R YA 
instruction at the Killingworth 
lake, 2‘A miles outside 
Newcastle. This lake is 3ft 
deep and ideal for learning. 

For details contact The 
Boardroom (0632) 661037. 
Schooling and hire facilities 
are also available at Fielder 
Reservoir, 45 mins west of 
Newcastle. 


Flying high with F2 
Dear Sir, 

With reference to the June 
edition of Windsurf, you 
printed the fact that I took 
second place in the Ladies’ 
Vinta Cup which was held at 
Hayling Island. I thought yot 
ought to know for future 
reference that I am also 
sponsored by F2. At present 1 
am an air stewardess for one 
of the royal families in the 
Middle East, but I shall be 
back in September to compete 
against Clare and the other 
girls. 

Best regards, 

Debbie Beere, 

Sharjah. 


Address your letters to: 

The Editor, Incoming, 
Windsurf & Boardsailing 
Magazine, 22-24 
Buckingham Palace Road, 
London SW7W OQP. 

Note: Although all letters will be 
considered for publication, we are 
unable to reply to letters 
individually unless they directly 
concern articles or advertisements 
i published in the magazine. (This 
is due to the large number of 
requests for information that we 
receive and, unfortunately, do 
not have the facilities to deal 
with.) 
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A Picture's worth a thousand words. 



We could say that Dee Caldwell has established his reputation, and 
acquired his experience by being where it counts. ..out in front. 

We could say that Dee has travelled the world in international 
competition, and is still regarded as one of the best allround 
windsurfers in Britain. 

And we could say that years of testing the best equipment in the 
worst conditions has continually raised the standards of service and 
knowledge available to all our visitors. 

But we won't, because we think you'll agree that showing you 
his World Championship Trophy, says more about the quality of a 
Dee Caldwell Sailboard Centre, than any amount of words. 

Where else can you get experience, advice and expertise on 
this level? 

Dee Caldwell's Sailboard Centre, Dee Caldwell's Sailboard Centre 

Princes Shop, Bognor Ltd., 

Clockhouse Lane, 7 Aldwick Road, 

Bedfont, Bognor Regis, 

Middx. West Sussex. 


Tel: (07842) 53201 


Tel: (0243) 867945 
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[WIN A YEAR’S FREE SUBSCRIPTION 


I Help us to make Windsurf an even 
a more informative and enjoyable 

I magazine to read. We want to find 
out all about you, the reader , and 

I what you want to read. Fill in the 
form below (& overleaf) and give 
yourself the chance to win a year's free 

■ subscription to Windsurf magazine. * 

Ten lucky winners will be picked at 

■ random after the dosing date of 30th 
September 1985. Photocopies of forms 
will be accepted and all replies will be 

I treated in the strictest confidence. If 
you wish to fill in the form 

I anonymously and not go forward for 
the prize draw then that's OK with us. 
Just tick the boxes or fill in the 

I spaces in capital letters where 
appropriate and return the form to us 

I at Windsurf Magazine, 22-24 
Buckingham Palace Road, London 
SW7W OPQ no later than 30th 

■ September 1985. Please mark the 
envelope 'Survey'. 


1. Where do you live? 

City/Town. 

County. 

Country. 


2. Your sex? 
Male □ 


I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

^ Are you married? 

| Single? 

13. Your age group? 
■ 18 & under □ 

" 26-35 □ 

| Over 45 □ 

I 


Female 


□ 


□ 

□ 


19-25 

36-45 


□ 

□ 


I *0r an alternative prize if you already 
™ have a BFA or WCAGB subscription. 

I Winners who are already regular 
subscribers will be able to renew their 
subscriptions free of charge. 





Tired of being just one of a crowd? Here is an opportunity for you to air your 
views: Find a quiet spot, fill out the form on this page and return it to us at 
Windsurf Magazine. 














4. Your income group? 


Student 

□ Under 6K 

□ 

6K-9K 

□ 10K-12K 

□ 

13K-15K 

□ 16K-19K 

□ 

20K-30K 

□ Over 30K 

□ 


(K = £ ,000 per annum) 

5. You rate yourself as a: 

Beginner □ Intermediate 

Expert 

6. Where do you normally sail? 

Inland water □ Sea □ Both □ 

7. How many boards do you own?. 

8. Please tick which type(s) you own 


All-round/beginner's □ 

Funboard 360cms & over 
Funboard 296-359cms 
Funboard 295cms 8- under 
Displacement board 
Custom board 


9. How many sails do you own?. 

10. How much do you spend per 

year on accessories? (Including sails and 


wetsuits). 

Under £100 □£1-200 □ 

Over £200 £.(how much?) 


11. Do you own a car? Yes | | No \~ 

12. Are you a member of a club? 

Yes | | No | | 


13. Do you belong to a class association? 
(State which). 


14. Did you learn to sail at a recognised 
school? 

Yes | | No | | 

15. Do you smoke? 

Cigarettes □ Pipes/cigars 

Not at all □ 

16. Do you drink? 

Beer? □ Wine? □ Spirits? □ 

17. Do you have any of the 
following credit/charge cards? 

Visa □ Access 

Diners Club □ American Express Q 
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18. Are your purchasing decisions 
influenced by advertisements in Windsurf? 

Slightly □ Quite a bit □ Very much □ 

19. Do you read other windsurfing 
magazines? 

Yes □ No □ 

20. How do you obtain your copy 


of Windsurf 

Subscription □ 

Newsagent 
Windsurfing shop 
Windsurfing club/school 


Beginner's techniques 

Intermediate techniques 

Expert's techniques 

Board tests 

Other equipment tests 

Equipment theory 

Product information 

Where to sail information 

National/International competition coverage 

Local competition coverage 

Racing rules/techniques 

Freestyle 

Travel/holidays 

Fashionwear 

Repairs/DIY 

Star interviews 

Humour 

News and Views 
Action photography 
Other 


21. Do you place a regular order 
with a newsagent? 

Yes □ No □ 


22. How many other people read your 
copy of Windsurf?. 


23. How long do you keep your copy of 
Windsurf? 

One month or less 

2-6 months 

over 6 months 


□ □ □ 


□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


25. What do you like most in Windsurf? 


26. What do you like least in Windsurf? 


27. Do you have any suggestions or comments? 


If you would like to enter the prize draw please fill in the form below and return it 
with your completed questionnaire to: 'Survey' Windsurf Magazine, 22-24 
Buckingham Palace Road, London SW1W OQP before 30th September 1985 

Name. 

Address. 


24. Please state whether you would prefer more or less of the following in Windsurf: 

Just 

More Less right 


Daytime telephone number 






























CONFUSED! LOOK NO FURTHER 


ARE YOU UNCERTAIN ABOUT WHICH BOARD TO CHOOSE! IF SO DO NOT DESPAIR. SOUTHEND SAILBOARD CENTRE 
HAS THE ANSWER. IF YOU ARE A NEWCOMER, FAMILY SAILOR, OR EXPERT AND NEED SOME FRIENDLY ADVICE. 

TRY WINDSURFING WITH SOUTHEND SAILBOARD CENTRE 

THE ESSEX WINDSURFING SUPERSTORE THAT PROVIDES A PERSONAL SERVICE 

• NEAREST SEA SAILING FOR LAND LOCKED LONDONERS • TRY THE M25 • NEW 2,000 SQ.FT.SHOWROMS NOW OPEN • NEW 
& USED BOARDS • TUITION • STARTER PACKS • ACCESSORIES GALORE • FASHION CLOTHING • VIDEO FILMS • T-SHIRTS • 
WETSUITS • DRYSUITS • STEAMERS • HARNESSES • BOOTS • SAILS • ROOF RACKS • STRAPS • SPARES • INSURANCE • 
INSTANT CREDIT • BARCLAYCARD • ACCESS • MAIL ORDER • PHONE NOW FOR '85 BROCHURES AND A MAP TO GET YOU HERE 

ALL YOU NEED. JUST ONE PURCHASE AND SAIL AWAY. FOR THE COMPLETE PACKAGE COME ON DOWN TO:- 



m gm gm SOUTHEND TOWN CENTRE; 150 YDS FROM HIGH STREET PRECINCT & BUS STATION! THE NEW M25 MAKES IT QUICK & EASY. £ £ F* 

~M_rX_TX 33-37 QUEENS ROAD, SOUTHEND. TEL: 0702 3386867 QL rZ tZ 



JUNCTION 7 
JUNCTION 1 


JUNCTION 7 
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DeVries Sails 


ASSOCIATION 
OF PROFESSIONAL 
BOARD SAILING 
CENTRES 


MEMBER 
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Wolverhampton Rd.Oldbury, Birmingham West Midlands 021 552 7311 
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SURF & SKI SPORTS 

1-2 Regent Street (Corner of Church St) Brighton. Tel. (0273) 673192 


Please send me details on the following: 
Windsurfing Waterskiing Canoeing Surfskis 

□ □ □ □ 

Name--- 

Address___ 


WINDSURF 
IN THE 
SUN 

Hie Radical Sport windsurfing 
programme takes you to the best 
resorts in the sun. 

Whether you are expert or wanting to 
learn we have the holiday for you in 
Italy, France and Switzerland. 

If you are already a board sailor just load your boards on the roof of your car and 
drive. Radical Sport will take care of the rest - the accommodation in first rate 
flats, the ferry crossings and insurance for you, your car and your boards. 

If you are a learner we offer the best of tuition in a number of locations with 
English instruction and board hire in self-catering and catered accommodation. 
All Radical Sport’s resorts are within a day’s drive of the Channel. They are the 
best for family and friends alike, children and adults. You can relax on the 
beach, sail as hard as you like. You can even follow this year’s European 
competitions at Hyere, La Grande Motte, St Moritz, Silvaplana, la Rochelle, 

La Tonche and Geneva. 





A number of Wayler Boards, Chippers and Ypsi’s have 
appeared in the UK recently which have not been supplied 
through the official Wayler Importers. 


These boards are easily identified because of the fact that 
the hull warranty numbers have been deliberately 
removed from within the orange disc on the rear deck. 
We can only speculate as to the source of these boards 
and the reason why anyone would find it necessary to 
remove the hull numbers (would anyone buy a new car 
with the engine number scrubbed off?). 

To anyone interested in buying a Wayler board, we would 
say:- 

1. We applaud your wisdom. 

2. Make sure you buy from an authorised Wayler dealer. 

3. Make sure that the hull has a number on it (ask to see it). 

4. Make sure you get a warranty card with the hull number 
clearly shown. 

If you take these precautions you should have no 
problems insuring the board , and no problems in re¬ 
selling it at some time in the future . 

If in doubt contact:- 

FREEDOM SAILBOARDS LTD. 

TEL: 0242 526222 
Sole UK Importer for Wayler 





























NEWPRODUCTS REVEW 


Boom Bumper 

For those of us who normally 
drag our booms along stoney 
beaches comes a useful little 
gadget from Windsurfing 
Hawaii: a protective ‘boom 
bumper’. The device is made 
of EVA foam reinforced by 
heavy duty nylon webbing 
and comes in a variety of 
colours. 



Also out from Windsurfing 
Hawaii this season is their 
micro adjustable boom which 
has a 5cm push button 
telescopic adjustment, 
allowing the boom to be 
quickly adjusted to fit any sail 
on the market. 

Watch Protector 

At last someone has come up 
with a method of protecting 
those expensive waterproof 
watches we all wear whilst 
sailing. The Aussie Aqua 
Strap is a neoprene band 
which fits snugly round the 
wrist and watch but leaves the 
face visible. The makers claim 
that the Aqua Strap will 
totally eliminate the risk of 
losing your watch and will 
also protect it against knocks 
and scratches. Currently 
selling well in Sydney 
evidently, Aqua Straps are 
retailing at £3.99 each in the 
UK. Enquiries to PO Box 2, 
Newquay, Cornwall. 

Tushingham Wave Sail 

There have been so many 
developments in sail design 
lately that the next step 
forward has been awaited 
with bated breath. Now 
Tushingham have brought out 
a new range of dual battened 
wave sails which they believe 
could be the talk of ’86. 

These sails can be either fully 
or semi-rotational. They are 
intended to cater for personal 
preference, being used either 
as fully battened rotational 
sails or a partially battened 
semi-rigid wings. The idea is 
that the sailor can choose 
which concept in wave sails 
suits his style best. 

As a further improvement 
the window has been enlarged 
for better vision and is now 
made from heavy duty 
Melinex which is highly 
puncture resistant. The 
remainder of the sail is made 
of Terylene and Melinex. 

(ICl’s versions of Dacron and 
Mylar) and Tushingham claim 
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that the design emphasis is on 
extra strength and 
reinforcement throughout. 

The wave line sail has four 
‘dual’ pockets to hold the 
shape down the leech, with 
just one angled dual batten 
below the window to keep the 
lower portion of the sail full. 
The dual batten system allows 
the use of either short 
battens, as favoured by the 
likes of Naish and Cabrinha 
for the manoeuvrability they 
offer, or full length battens 
which the Maui based wave 
sailors prefer for the stable 
flow shape they produce. The 
sail will be available in the 
following sizes 5.6, 5.0, 4.4 
and 3.8m 2 from September 
1st. 

Sailing Safety 
It is always wise to be 
attentive to safety 
considerations when 
windsurfing; even the best can 
get into unexpected 
difficulties. So, carrying a 
flare kit can be a sensible 



Veteka, consisting of three 
red projectile flares, a hand 
launcher and full instructions. 
The unit, which measures 15 x 
3.5cm and weighs 120 grams, 
will be selling for £9.95. 

Sail Art? 

If you’re looking for a way to 
jazz up your sailing, how 
about a giant picture blazoned 
across your sail? Dutch 
company Astroflash have 
come up with a method of 
transferring a photo into a 
giant sized design on your 
sail. They say that the process 
is simple enough for a child 
of 8 (so it should be easy 





enough for most windsurfers) 
and takes only six hours. You 
simply send them a photo, 
colour or black and white (no 
bigger than postcard size) and 
a cheque for £16.25 (inc.VAT 
and P&P) and they will send 
you their sail portrait blow up 
set. For best results they 
suggest using a light coloured 
sail — maybe not your latest 
bright pink £300 camber 
induced job — and stress that 
original photo quality is 
important. Apparently, this 
form of sail decoration has 
caught on and is currently 
brightening up the continental 
beaches, so maybe it will 
become popular here too, 
although we are not looking 
forward to it. Names on sails 
are bad enough, we dread to 
think what poseurs will make 
of this one. Imagine 6m 2 
portraits flying around in the 
surf advertising just exactly 
who is doing all those one- 
handed duck gybes! 

Rigging Aid 

Klepper’s new S block is a 
double block which, they say, 
is suitable for rigging both 
downhauls and outhauls. 


each type of suit. First on the 
market will be a 3mm double 
lined neoprene long john and 
bolero in two tone blue will 
retail at £74 complete. Further 
details are available from 
Spray Wetsuits Ltd, PO Box 
15, Nuneaton, Warwickshire. 
Tel: Nuneaton 341204. 

Power Joint Back Up 

Hotlines have come up with 
what appears to be an 
excellent safety product that 
could save lives. The 
Kelvinator is simply a 


makes engagement and 
disengagement easy and helps 
to hold the cringle steady 
whilst its broad flange spreads 
the loading on the eyelet. A 
hole in the moulding allows 
the line to be knotted off and 
is especially useful for adding 
one further purchase power to 
the downhaul. The S block is 
available from Klepper dealers 
for £3.95. 

Budget Wetsuits 
Over the next few months a 
new outfit called Spray 
Wetsuits will be introducing a 
range of wetsuits at ‘factory 
direct prices’. They claim that 
they can offer ‘highest quality 
at the keenest prices’ because 
they have cut out the 
middleman and are sticking to 
a single colour and design for 


continuous strip of webbing 
which wraps round either end 
of the universal and ensures 
that sailing and waterstarting 
are possible even with a 
snapped power joint. The 
Kelvinator can be fitted to 
almost all mast foot systems 

£?*50^ ^ se ^ ln £ ^ or a mere 

New extensions from 
Windsurfing Hawaii 
Windsurfing Hawaii have 
introduced a new line of 
‘Heavy Duty’ mast extension 
systems. The new extensions 
are available in 3 versions — 

•m -—:- 


fixed and vario — and are 
made of 6061 T6 aluminium 
with a 30% greater wall 
thickness. 

Each extension comes 
complete with collar, 
downhaul pulley system and a 
choice of the starplate or 
uniplate mast track fitting. 
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'GO WEST YOUNG MAN 


AGuidelo Britain's SW Frontier ^ Wakeling 


The northern shores of 
England's southern 
western peninsula have 
been worshipped by 
surfers for almost a 
generation. Today, 
windsurfers are discovering 
that more and more 
beaches are suitable for 
them as well. But it's not 
all wild water, waves and 
wipeouts as this, the first 
in a series of articles 
exploring the coasts of 
Britain, explains. 

Long ago, Cornish 
fishermen had a habit of 
putting a candle in the 
window to find out 
whether the wind was 
blowing and whether they 
could fish that day or not. 
Those who didn't 
particularly feel like joining 
the fleet could draw 
comfort from the words of 
an old song which gave a 
good reason (or excuse) for 
not going out no matter 
which quarter the wind 
blew from. These days, 
transistor radios and the 
BBC have replaced candles 
and the excuses are usually 
for going out rather than 
staying put. 

The northern coasts of 
Devon and Cornwall are 
renowned for their gales 
and shipwrecks but, at the 
same time, there are 
beaches where the 
newcomer can learn to 
windsurf in safety. If 
there's not a lot of wind 
about, the area abounds in 
places of interest to visit 
when there's nothing else 
to do. 

NORTH DEVON 
Wollacombe to 
Puttsborough 
The two mile long beach 
between Woolacombe and 
Puttsborough is about as 
far east in North Devon as 
you can sail before running 
out of beach. In the north 
is Woolacombe, full of 
hotels, guest houses, pubs 


and even the odd disco or 
two. In the summer 
months it's full of tourists, 
but this does mean that 
the beach is patrolled by 
lifeguards during the high 
season. In the prevailing 
south westerly winds, it's a 
cross/onshore beach, but 
with the rising tide there's 
a vicious current running 
north to the sharp rocks of 
Morte Point. There's ample 
car parking (for which 
you'll have to pay) and 
there are three AA 
approved campsites in the 
immediate area. 

While the sands around 
Woolacombe itself get 
pretty packed during the 
summer months, the 
crowds diminish the 
further south you head 
towards Puttsborough. It's 
a long walk, however, and 
there happens to be a very 
narrow road leading up 
from nearby Croyde to an 
attractive beach sheltered 
by the cliffs of Baggy 
Point. The road is rather 
too narrow for caravans, 
and access onto the beach 
is a bit tedious, down a 
flight of steps and through 
a beach shop! Don't mock 
the shop — it's the only 
supplier of food and drink 
for a couple of miles. The 
beach is sheltered from 
south westerlies but 
provided you can cope 
with a direct onshore 
wind, westerlies can give a 
fair bit of fun in the waves. 

Croyde 

With some of the best 
waves around, Croyde is a 
surfer's paradise. However, 
it has the smallest beach in 
the area and one third of it 
is closed off for swimming 
during the high season. 
What's the result? Chaos. 
Surfers shout "It's 


wave" and swimmers yell 
for the surfers to get out of 
the way. Sheer poetry. 

Keep well away in the 
summer months, but when 
the crowds disappear and 
the autumn winds start, 
those who are confident in 
waves should give it a try. 
The only windsurfing shop 
in the village is run by Tim 
Rule who, apart from 
selling and hiring gear, also 
runs RYA courses. 

Saunton 

Saunton boasts three miles 
of fiat, gently shelving, 
sandy beaches with waves 
you can set your watch by. 
It is good in all winds from 
the south round to the 
northwest. There's even a 
decent car park! The beach 
is best in southwesterly 
and northwesterly winds, 
the latter when the tide is 
out a bit. This is just the 
beach to get to know the 
waves or get your cum- 
uppance. Those of that ilk 
will enjoy the steep faced 
waves, excellent for just 
about every short board 
manoeuvre in the book. 
The width of the beach 
also makes it a very 
popular venue for 
speedsailing — in fact the 
world championships are 
being held there later this 
year. Facilities are few — 
one shop and some loos, 
but then Saunton itself is 
very limited (no pubs!). 

Braunton 

Braunton is not a beach 
but a bank manager's 
nightmare. There are a lot 
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Speedsailing on Saunton 
Sands. 
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Clean surf and cross-shore 
winds are odds-on along the 
north coasts of Devon and 
Cornwall. 

Photo: A. Hooper 
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of surf shops here all 
catering for those easily 
tempted by their flexible 
friends: Townsend Sports 
(Windjammer), Chapter, 
John Hall's workshop. Tiki, 
Ra, and Second Skin are 
all based in or around the 
town. There's a Chinese 
take-away in Braunton, 
while for drinks, the newly 
refurbished Agricultural 
Arms is well worth a visit. 

Take a trip to nearby 
Barnstable and you'll find 
Hy Jumpers and the only 
Indian restaurant in the 
area. 

River Taw 

This is a useful area for 
novices, or when 
conditions on the sea are a 
bit over the top. Crow 
Point is a handy place to 
launch, with Tim Rule's 
Windsurfing School 
operating there. Access is 
via the toll road from 
Velator in Braunton (the 
road that passes Chapter's 
shop). 

Westward Ho! 

A fair few miles by road on 
the south side of the River 
Taw estuary is Westward 
Ho! Well worth a visit if 
only to say you've been 
there. The waterfront itself 


is a bit 'Southendish' with 
holiday chalets and 'Kiss 
Me Quick' hats, but the 
surf is smaller and the 
beach more sheltered from 
southerly winds than other 
beaches in the area. The 
beach itself looks a bit 
daunting at high water (it's 
shingle) but the sands are 
exposed at low tides. 

There is a friendly local 
surf club as well as a 
number of cafes and pubs. 

Instow 

If you're looking for 
sheltered waters in this 
area, the Tay estuary in the 
Instow area is usually 
calmer than the coast 
itself. However, there are 
very strong currents in this 
area of the Tay, and the 
tidal drop is in the order of 
half a mile so plan your 
visit with a very careful 
eye on the fide tables. 
Parking is easy and there is 
quick access to the beach 
where you'll find a cafe 
and loos. You'll find Instow 
on the Barnstable to 
Bideford Road (the A39). 

CORNWALL 

Westward Ho! marks the 
southernmost beach 
suitable for sailing in North 
Devon. From here on there 
is nothing but rocks and 
difficult access until you 
round Hartland Point and 


aim directly south to 
Steeple Point and the 
village of Coombe. Do take 
time to visit Clovelly 
though, it's a charming 
19th Century Cornish 
fishing village. 

Stowe Cliffs to FI ex bury 
and Bude 
This is real frontier 
country, a mile or so off 
the A39 Bideford to Bude 
Road, and although known 
to the surfers it is rarely 
mentioned in windsurfing 
dispatches. The whole 
beach, all two and three 
quarter miles of sand, 
faces due west. Being 
cross/onshore winds the 
prevailing southwesterlies 
produce very good sailing 
conditions. There is little 
protection here for those 
not used to the full power 
of the Atlantic however. 
Even in the summer, the 
heaving ground swells can 
produce waves of epic 
proportions — 10ft high 
waves are not unusual. 
Short-board freaks may 
think 'great' - but bear in 
mind that a ten foot wave 
with little or no wind can 
be a dangerous and 
expensive beast. 

Widemouth Bay 
Although smallish by 
comparison, the beach in 
Widemouth Bay faces due 
west. It is approached 
from the centre of the 
village and there is a 
parking area which gets 
pretty crowded during the 
summer months. For those 


BARNSTAPLE 

wishing to learn or 
improve, Jeff Gill runs 
Outdoor Adventure, 

Widemouth Bay's RYA 
school which also uses the 
120 acre Crowdy Reservoir 
near Camelford. Outdoor 
Adventure also runs 
windsurfing holidays. 

More rocks abound as 
you head further west until 
you reach the estuary of 
the River Camel, on one 
side of which is Rock and 
on the other, Padstow. 

Hayle Bay 

North of Rock, at New 
Polzeath, is Hayle Bay 
(which is not to be 
confused with Hayle in 
St.Ives Bay), a wide 
expanse of sand that is 
probably the safest beach 
in the area, protected as it 
is from the coastal 
currents. There's a large 
car park adjoining the 
beach and a lifeguard is on 
duty in the summer 
months. It's a reasonable 
place for beginners but the 
beach does get rather busy 
in the high season. The 
currents, although 
sheltered, can still be 
strong at times. Campsites 
and pubs abound in this 
area. 

Camel Estuary 
On both the Rock and 
Padstow sides of the 
Camel Estuary there are so 
many areas to sail from it's 
difficult to be very specific. 
This is also true seaside 
where there are loads of 
sandy beaches and plenty 
of water activities. Rock, 
on the east side of the 
estuary, is a sailing village, 
and launching from the old 
quay entails getting a day 
ticket from the Harbour 
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Master. There's also a 
sailing club based on the 
quay which serves meals, 
offers accommodation and 
has a well stocked bar. 

You can also store your 
board there. 

On the other side of the 
Camel, at Padstow, you 
can sail just south of the 
town at St.Dennis's Bay. It 
is possible to hire 
sailboards here and a 
school operates on the 
nearby lake. 

For a drink try the 
Golden Lion, the town's 
oldest pub and home of 
the famous 'obby 'oss, star 
of the May Day festivities. 
While in the same road, 
Lanadwell Street, is the 
London, another pub worth 
visiting. 

Harlyn Bay to 
Constantine Bay 
These are two sandy 
beaches virtually at right 
angles to each other. 

Harlyn faces due north and 
Constantine due west. 
Harlyn is well suited to the 
not-so-experienced, but at 
times it can receive a good 
pounding from the surf. 
Harlyn is best in northwest 
winds as it is sheltered 
from the full force of the 
Atlantic by Cataclews 
Point, but winds from the 
east and southeast are also 
worth having. There's an 
inflatable boat rescue 
service run by local 
volunteers operation from 
Harlyn. 

Constantine Bay, just 
around Trevose Head is. 


together with Booby's Bay, 
rather bigger than Harlyn 
Bay. Facing due west, 
Constantine also gets 
much more in the way of 
waves than Harlyn. 

Strange phenomena occur 
here — southerly winds! In 
these and northerly winds 
the beach works well. 

Both Constantine and 
Harlyn are best at low tide 
but high tides can produce 
satisfactory conditions. 
Access to both bays is off 
the B3276 road from 
Padstow. A good place to 
eat and drink is the Harlyn 
Pub. (No prizes for 
guessing where you'll find 
it.) 

Watergate to Fistral 
With Newquay right in the 
middle of this area, it is 
not difficult to see it's a 
very popular base for 
tourists. It is equally 
popular with surfers and, 
in fact, is regarded as the 
country's premier surf 
spot. In the right 
conditions it's becoming a 
mecca for windsurfing 
freaks too. Watergate Bay, 
with its long beach, is best 
in light winds and those 
summer south westerlies 
are ideal. 

Just around Towan Head 
from Newquay is Fistral. 
This beach is definitely not 
suitable for the 
inexperienced. In fact, in 


the right wind conditions, 
Fistral is very much short 
board territory. The ideal 
wind is a southwesterly 
(giving a cross shore 
breeze) and the waves are 
best when the tide is low. 
But beware of the 
shorebreak — it can be 
nasty at times. 

Newquay 

Newquay is the centre of 
life in this part of the 
world, with hotels, guest 
houses, leisure parks, a 
tourist information office 
and several good pubs, the 
Chequers included. There 
is good, inexpensive food 
at the Bistro in East Street 
and the Lower and Upper 
Deck in Fore Street. 

There is an abundance of 
surf shops to browse 
around in town, the largest 
of which is Vitamin Sea on 
Crantock Street. Vit Sea is 
also the only real 
windsurfing shop in the 
area, stocking boards, sails 
and accessories. If you 
need advice on local 
conditions drop in for a 
chat with Tad, he'll be only 
too pleased to help. 

The town beach, while 
good in westerly winds, is 
out of bounds to 
windsurfers during the 


summer months. 

Sailboards can be hired at 
Silly Cycles (tel: Newquay 
2455). 

Perran and Chapelporth 
Yet again, Perran and 
Chapelporth have westerly 
facing beaches, which 
excel in southwesterly 
winds. Caution is advised 
however, the southern end 
of Perran beach has some 
very strong currents. 

Perran would also be a 
very good place to 
speedsail if it wasn't for 
the summer crowds. 

Waves can be powerful 
here, and the shore break 
can be pretty tricky, 
particularly at low tide. 

The beach is best at lower 
tide however. Perran is 
over two miles long and 
right in the middle of the 
adjoining dunes there is a 
holiday camp with a 
number of camping plots 
(Perran Sands Holiday 
Village). The only realistic 
access is from the south at 
Perranporth (where there is 
a car park) and even then 
it's a fairly tedious trek 
down to the water. 

Chapel Porth, further 
south, is much smaller. 
Although best in 
southwesterlies, it can be 
good in north or 
northeasterly winds as 
well. Patrolled by 
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lifeguards in the summer, 
it is reached either from 
Porthtowan in the south or 
via a narrow lane from 
St.Agnes in the north. At 
high tide the waves here 
can reach the cliffs — 
which are not easily scaled 
by the unladen, let alone 
those carrying a 
windsurfer, so it is 
advisable to sail only at 
low tide. 

Just outside of St.Agnes 
at Wheal Kitty, Multi Fin 
Systems has a large 
warehouse stocked full of 
windsurfing gear, as well 
as Rip Curl Wetsuits which 
they import. Peter 'Chops' 
Lascelles, if he's around, 
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can let you know about 
the local surf beaches. 

St./ves Bay , Gwithian, 
Hay/e and Porthmeor 
Gwithian, at the northeast 
end of the bay, is a 
challenging spot even for 
wave enthusiasts and is 
really only suited to those 
who have the experience 
and confidence necessary 
to tackle extreme 
conditions. The ideal wind 
is a southwesterly. The 
waves stack up in any 
state of the tide. 

The three mile long 
beach sweeps southwards 
to Towan and the Hayle 
estuary. The wave sailing 
is superb in southwesterly 
winds. At high tide the sea 
comes perilously close to 
the cliffs on part of the 
beach, so keep clear, and 
the river mouth is a bit 
fraught with some strong 
rips. If conditions are too 
extreme for you, try 
watching the locals who 
often put on impromptu 
wave sailing displays. One 
of them might be 
sailmaker Paul Lodey 
whose sail loft is nearby. 

For beginners, try sailing 
on the lakes around Hayle, 
(Copperhouse and 
Carnsew) or on the estuary 
where conditions are more 
gentle than the sea itself. 


Further around the bay are 
Carbis and Porthminster 
beaches. These are quite 
suitable for the recreational 
sailor as they're sheltered 
from the worst of the 
weather. 

And finally, Porthmeor 
— a place with a not 
entirely welcome 
reputation for windsurfing. 
More windsurfers have had 
to be rescued from this 
beach than any other in 
this country. The reasons 
are simple. The shelter 
from the two headlands 
gives a false impression of 
the true windstrength a 
few hundred yards from 
the beach. This is 
particularly true in 
southwesterlies. On the 
beach there may be barely 
enough wind to fill the sail 
but venture a couple of 
hundred yards out and 
Whammo! You'll be 
flattened, in big trouble 
and probably on your way 
to Wales. Fortunately, the 
lifeguards have met your 
type before and have 
invested in their own 
inflatable dinghy. 

Prevention is better than a 
cure so be sure of the 
conditions before you go 
out. 

Also worth noting is the 
Adventure Sports School 
which operates multi¬ 
activity holidays from its 
base at Portreath. 

Activities include 
windsurfing and surfing as 
well as parascending and 
hang gliding. Groups from 
the school are ferried 
between the north and 
south coasts according to 
conditions and activities 
for the day. 
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Whitesands Bay 
Land's End is just around 
the corner from this, the 
last beach in North 
Cornwall. Small, and 
northwest facing, it again 
excels in southwesterlies 
as well as westerly winds. 
But the high cliffs can cut 
the wind off like a light 
switch if it comes from the 
south. The north end is full 
of surfers as it's a well 
known surfers venue. The 
nearest village is Sennen. 

Campsites 

Woolacombe — Golden 
Coast Holiday Village 

0271 870418 
Croyde — Croyde Bay 
Holidays 0271 809351 

Inslow — Lagoon Holiday 
Park 0271860423 

Westward Ho! — Westward 
Ho! 02372 4295 

Bude — Bude Holiday Park, 
Maer 0288 2472 

Mawgan Porth — Gluvian 
Campsite 06374 373 

Newquay — Plenty! 
Crantock — Trevella Tourist 
Pk 0637 830277 

Holywell — Trevornick 
Camping Pk 0637 830531 

Perranporth — Perranporth 
Tourist Site 087257 2174 

St.Ives — Ayr Holiday 
Pk 0736 787016 

St.Just — Kelynack 
Caravan Pk 0736 787016 

Weather Forecasts 


Exeter 

Newquay 

Plymouth 

Truro 


8091 
2224 
(0792) 8092 
Marineline 
(0872)41717 
Marineline 


Local Radio 
BBC Radio Devon, 801 
KHz, 375m, 97VHF 
BBC Radio Cornwall, 630 
KHz, 476m. 96.4VHF and 
657 KHz, 457m. 95.2VHF 

HM Coastguard 
For information: Falmouth 
317575 or Hartland 641 
Dial 999 in emergencies. 
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David Hunt spends 
a week in the West 
Country learning the 
subtle art of short- 
board sailing 

Do you jitter on your gybes; 
tarry on your tacks; and 
wallow on your waterstarts? 

Do you wimp at waves and go 
giddy in a gale? Let me 
prescribe an effective and 
pleasant cure. 

In the late summer of ’84 I 
spent a week in North 
Cornwall on a holiday which 
I had won at an Eastern 
Region UKBSA meeting in 
Felixstowe, courtesy of 
Tornado Wetsuits. A couple 
of miles south of Bude is 
Widemouth, where Jeff Gill 
runs Outdoor Adventure at 
Atlantic Court, a combination 
of self-catering and ‘hotel’ 
accommodation set in an 
idyllic spot on a low cliff 
which faces west over the 
Atlantic, with the sea 
breaking over a rocky shelf of 
rugged beauty below. Jeff and 
brother Richard offer training 
courses in a wide variety of 
water-based activities. I was 
joining a group on an 
advanced windsurfing course. 

The first day started 
unexpectedly; we were 
equipped with good wetsuits 
and taken to Widemouth Bay 
for a morning of concentrated 
surfing under the keen eyes of 
Richard Gill. Before a couple 
of hours had passed we could 
at least kneel on a moving 
surfboard and we knew a lot 
more about rip currents, sets 
of wayes, and where to be or 
not to be on a breaking wave; 
all essential if we were to 
master waves successfully on 
a windsurfer. 

The afternoon saw us back 
at Atlantic Court. Jeff is a 
firm believer in theory as well 
as practice and we all spent 


the afternoon rigging a wide 
variety of boards under his 
supervision. The next day we 
were in the transit van and 
off to Crowdy Reservoir, 
high on Bodmin Moor, some 
20 minutes from base. A 
Force 4 was blowing so beach 
starts and waterstarts were on 
the menu, using a wide 
variety of Jeffs boards from 
Windsurfers through 
funboards to Vitamin Sea and 
Chapters. Safety is something 
we learn about on part one 
courses and promptly forget. 
At Outdoor Adventure it is a 
vital part of the instruction. I 
had not self-rescued in four 
years and certainly not on my 
Chapter. Jeff had me 
paddling nearly half a mile 
across a Force 4 with my rig 
neatly tied to my short board; 
it brought home to me the 
need to be aware of one’s 
limits and the importance of 
keeping something in hand in 
case things go wrong. 

Two days of concentrated 
footsteering, carved gybes, 
and high wind techniques, 
had us dying for the real 
thing, but alas the wind did 
not oblige and so we 
continued to try out our 
newly-found skills on the 
inland water. 

Evenings were equally full. 
There were short talks on 
tides, sailing theory, sail 
construction etc., and videos 
shown later in the convivial 
bar. 

The wind did not relent but 
some of us found exhilarating 
surfing whilst others enjoyed 
the marvellous countryside of 
the North Cornish coast. 

I can recommend Jeff’s 
organisation to anyone 
looking to improve their 
sailing in picturesque 
surroundings. The self¬ 
catering accommodation is 
compact and simply equipped 
and the food, served as 
substantial bar snacks, is most 
satisfying, generous in 
quantity and delicious. The 
centre is open through the 
year offering courses in 
surfing, white water canoeing 
and ski surfing, walking and 
climbing as well as training 
for all levels of windsurfing. 
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"My new Winter Speed Line 
Suit's available soon". 


SUPERSPORTS, 331 Lymington Road, Highcliffe, Dorset. (04252) 34345 
GREAVES SPORTS, 23 Gordon St, Glasgow (041) 2214531 
PRESTWICK SAILBOARDS, Esplanade, Grangemuir Road, Prestwick Ayrshire. 
(0292) 75125 

MGA LTD, Trafalgar St., Rochdale, Lancs. (0706) 48556 
GOWER BOARDSAILING, 15 Walter Road, Swansea (0792) 461428 
SURFWIND High Street Rhosneigr, Anglesey, Gwynedd(0407) 810731 
SUNSET WINDSURFING, 133A Woodville Road, Cathays, Cardiff. (0222) 
371321 

HAYLING ISLAND SAILBOARDS, Sparkes Boatyard, 38 Wittering Road, 
Hayling Island. Hants (0754) 66075 

ABOVE BOARD 83 The Vineyard, Abingdon, Oxon. (0235) 33287 
BOARDERLINE SAILBOARD CENTRE, Black Horse Lake, Wolverton Road, 
Great Lynford, Milton Keynes. (0908) 675223 

DEE CALDWELL SAILBOARD CENTRE, 7 Aldwick Road, Bognor Regis, West 
Sussex. (0243) 867945 

SAILBOARD CENTRE (CHESTERFIELD), 955 Sheffield Road, Unstone, Derbys. 
(0246)454827 

MORECAMBE BAY WINDSURFING CENTRE, 3A-5 George Street, Lancaster. 
(0524)32245 

SURF 'N SAIL, 66 Susans Road, Eastbourne, Sussex. (0323) 22595 
SURFACE WATERSPORTS, Rutland Water, Whitwell Day Sailing Centre, 
Whitwell, Empingham, Leicestershire (07086) 464 
HARBOUR SPORTS, The Harbour, Paignton, Devon. (0803) 550180 
RICHMOND LAKE WINDSURFING CENTRE, 77 Newark Road, North 
Hykeham, Lines. (0522) 681329 

CLEETHORPES WINDSURFING, Chichester Road, Cleethorpes, South 
Humberside. (0472) 691058 

TWO SEASONS, 203 Wellingborough Road, Northampton, Northants. (0604) 
27377 

IN AND WINDSURFING, 12 Mendip Road, Penfields, Stourbridge, West 
Midlands. (0384) 372550 

HENRY WHITTY & SON, 37-39 School Lane, Liverpool, (051709) 3011 
STRATFORD SAILBOARDS, Mason Road, Stratford-on-Avon, Warwickshire, 
(0789) 67817 

CHELSEA WHARF WINDSURFING, Chelsea Wharf, 15 Lots Road, London. 
01-351 6981/4966 

WESTHAMPNET WATER PARK, Coach Road, Chichester, West Sussex. (0243) 
776439 


WINDSURFING SEASPORTS LTD., 21A Constable Road, Felixstowe, Suffolk. 
(0394) 284504 

TRADEWINDS, 85 Hospital Road, Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk. (0284) 61868 
NUCLEUS SAILBOARDS, 204 Frinton Road, Holland on Sea, Clacton, Essex. 
(0255) 812146 

POOLE WINDSURFER CENTRE, 111 Commercial Road, Parkstone, Poole, 
Dorset. (0202) 741744 

THE SAILING CENTRE, 6 Westham Road, Weymouth, Dorset. (03057) 76679 
WEST COUNTRY WINDSURFING, 68 West Street, Old Market, Bristol. (0272) 
550779/(0454)773599 

L.H. JONES & SONS LTD., Low Road, Huntingdon, Cambs. (0480) 63463 
HILLHEAD SAILBOARDS, 50 Hillhead Road, Fareham, Hants. (0329) 662263 
BLUE CHIP SAILBOARDS, 527 London Road, North Cheam, Sutton, Surrey. 
01 330 6968 

ANCHOR CHANDLERS, 10 Broad Street, Margate, Kent. (0843) 292467 
DEE CALDWELL PRINCES, Clockhouse Lane, Bedfont, Middlesex. (07842) 
53201 

PETER CHILVERS WINDSURFING, 78-78A Norbury Road, Thornton Heath, 
Surrey. 01 771 4180 01 474 2500 

NEW WAVE WINDSURFING, 6 The Paddock, Handforth, Cheshire. (0625) 
533122 

SURF MOUNTAIN, 12 Brunswick Street, Belfast. (0232) 248877 
ESSEX LEISURE AGENCY Earls Parade, Cuckoo Corner, Southend, Essex. 
0702 345639 

SOUTHEND SAILBOARD CENTRE, 33-37 Queens Road, Southend on Sea, 
Essex. 0702 338687 

McCREADY SAILBOATS, Priory Park, Holywood, County Down, Northern 
Ireland. 02317 2888 

SURFWIND. Warden House, St Davids Rd Sth. St. Annes, Lytham St Annes, 
Lancs. 0253 711919 

SHORE BOARDSAILING, Unit 12, Wittering Walk, The Parade, East Wittering, 
Chichester, West Sussex. 0243 672315 

SPINE ROAD SAILBOARD SCHOOL, Lake 10, Spine Rd, Cerneywick, 
Cirencester, Glous.0285 861555 

SURREY AND HANTS MARINE SERVICES LTD., 231a Shorefield Rd, Ash, 
Aldershot, Hants. 0252 319220 

NORTHUMBRIA WINDSURFING CENTRE, 12 Goose Hill, Morpeth, 
Northumberland 0670 58815. 

FALMOUTH WINDSURFING CENTRE, 10 Parc an dix Lane, Phillack, Hayle, 
Cornwall. 0209 861083 

QUAYSIDE WINDSURFING, 23 Wensum Street, Norwich, Norfolk 
(0603) 620239 

ROMNEY MARSH WINDSURDING, Lydd Windsurfing School, Lydd Kent. 
(0679) 21028 or (0303) 69760 


Starskin Neoprene for the World's Best 

TORNADO LEISURE LTD., 

UNIT 1 B PENNYGILLAM IND EST., 
LAUNCESTON, 

CORNWALL 
PL15 7ED 

TEL: (0566) 5399/5959 
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Following a vicious attack 
by gremlins last month 
after which this column 
was left severly injured , we 
have reprinted the 
questions and answers 
from the July issue in 
order to clarify Woody's 
words of wisdom. 


I have just purchased a 
harness for the first time but I 
don’t know how to position 
the harness lines correctly, or 
how long the lines need to be. 
Can you help? 

Kevin Parker, Esher. 

This is an easy problem to 
solve but something that 
many people have difficulties 
with. Rig your sail, stand it 
up on the shore and then 
sheet in as if you were sailing. 
Note where your hands are 
positioned and attach your 
harness lines an inch or so 
inside each of them (they 
should be about 50cms or so 
apart). 

This should leave the centre 
of each harness line about 
20-25cms from the boom. If 
this doesn’t feel comfortable 
then it is merely a matter of 
trial and error until each line 
is correctly adjusted. Ideally 
the harness line should slip 
easily into the harness hook 
when you pull the boom 
towards your chest and bend 
your knees slightly. 

Do not lean towards the 
boom in order to hook in as 
this will almost certainly result 
in a fall to windward or even 
a catapult. 

As you become more 
experienced you will find that 
not only is harness line 
positioning often a matter of 
personal preference (as is 
whether to have the hook 
itself ‘up’ or ‘down’), line 
length and positioning will 
need to be varied according to 
conditions and the length of 
board being sailed. 


Some people, such as F2 
sailor Dave Perks, have their 
harness lines about 1 metre 
from the boom — but then 
not everyone is a gorilla! 

I presently sail a Masterclass 
315 and I am having problems 
controlling it in higher winds. 
When it really blows the 
board tends to luff up. Can 
you suggest a way to prevent 
this? 

Mike Wheeler, Newcastle. 

I also sail a Masterclass 315 
but I have never experienced 
any luffing problems. What I 
do, and I’m surprised more 
sailors don’t do the same, is 
to have the mast set as far 
forward as it will go in the 
track. I do this for two 
reasons: the first is that I am 
so heavy if I didn’t have the 
mast set forward I would 
probably sink; but secondly, 
and more importantly, 
moving the whole rig forward 
keeps the centre of effort in 
the sail forward thereby 
pushing the nose downwind 
and preventing the board 
from luffing. 

/ have read a lot recently 
about beating straps. Can you 
explain what these are and 
how they are used? Does my 
board have any? I own a 
Wayler Chipper. 

Charles Scott, Manchester. 
Beating straps are becoming 
more and more popular on 
production boards. They are 
added to make sailing upwind 
more effective and more 
comfortable. 

The front beating strap is 
usually placed parallel to the 
mast track somewhere 
between the daggerboard case 
and the track itself, but quite 
near the edge of the board. If 
a rear beating strap is fitted it 
is usually placed at the same 
angle but nearer the centre of 
the board. 


Mark Woods, who is 
otherwise known as 
'Woodsy', comes from 
Epsom in Surrey and has 
been sailing dinghies and 
boards since the age of 
eight. He is experienced in 
all aspects of windsurfing 
and, as a member of the 
UK Sailboard Team, has 
competed in numerous 
national and international 
events, including the Euro 
and World Funboard Cups. 
If you have a windsurfing 


problem. Mark will 
endeavour to solve it. 

Write to Mark Woods, 
Windsurf Magazine, 22-24 
Buckingham Palace Road, 
London SW1W OQP. 
Remember to include 
where and when you sail, 
what equipment you use 
and some details of your 
weight and sailing ability. 
These will enable Mark to 
answer your questions 
more accurately. 
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It is really very simple to 
use these straps: put the 
daggerboard down and place 
your feet in the straps. As the 
board picks up speed you 
should find that it ‘rails up’. 
The straps allow you to exert 
a downward pressure to 
prevent this happening. They 
also help you to prevent a 
catapault. 

In answer to your second 
question — no, the Wayler 
Chipper does not have beating 
straps. However, you could 
utilise your front reaching 
strap as a rear beating strap 
while sailing to windward. 

I am trying really hard to 
master windsurfing but I am a 
bit confused as to which 
manoeuvres to attempt first. 
Should I begin with gybing, 
beach-starting, using a 
harness or what? 

Sue, Reading . 

Apart from uphauling and 
getting underway, the first 
aspects of windsurfing to 
learn are tacking and gybing. 
Within these two manoeuvres 
are contained all the essential 
elements of windsurfing — 
steering and turning upwind 
and downwind etc. In short, 
without them you wouldn’t be 
able to sail a circular (or 
triangular) course. 

Once you have mastered 
these it is a good idea to start 
using a harness. This will take 
the strain off your arms 
giving you more time on the 
water to practise and refine 
the various manoeuvres. It 



year or so ago was to position 
the boom a few inches above 
the head as this was supposed 
to give the sailor better 
leverage against the power in 
the sail and encourage him to 
rake the rig back to the 
correct sailing position. 
However, this gave rise to 
other problems: a high boom 
kept them too far away from 
the board when they tried to 
waterstart and some people 
even found that it gave them 
back pains! 

On the other hand, a boom 
that is too low will make it 
difficult for the sailor to 
assume the correct stance on 
the board. The best 
compromise seems to be 
rigging the boom at eye level 
(when you’re standing on the 
board) and then moving it up 
and down a few inches to see 
how each position suits you. 

I sail on a crowded lake 
(Keynes Park) and collisions 
are a frequent risk, even 
during a gentle evening sail. I 
know the sailor on starboard 
tack has right of way over 
another on port, but what 
happens when both sailors are 
on the same tack but still on 
converging courses? 

Michael Johnson, Staines 
You’re right, sailing on 
crowded water can get pretty 
hectic and there is a definite 
set of rules that everyone 
should adhere to for the sake 
of safety. In the situation you 
describe there are two rules 
that apply. The first is that 
the windward board must 
keep clear. The reasoning 
behind this rule is that the 
board that is downwind (and 
presumably on a beat) cannot 
easily see the sailor to 
windward (who is presumably 

Left: Britain's top sailor 
Dave Perks, sails with his 
boom roughly at eye level. 

(When he is standing 
upright). Photo: A. Hooper 
Below: Some modern 
funboards are supplied 
with beating straps either 
side of the daggerboard 
case. 



will also allow you to sail in 
higher winds and so progress 
to real funboard sailing: 
beach starts, flare gybes, 
carve gybes, waterstarting and 
so on will all soon be within 
your grasp. 

/ have only just started 
windsurfing and I am not sure 
at what height I should 
position the boom on the 
mast. Are there any 
guidelines! 

Judy, Bristol 

Boom height is a very 

personal thing. The trend a 


on a reach) and is therefore 
not in a position to take 
avoiding action very easily. 
The second rule that applies is 
that an overtaking board must 
keep clear whether it is 
overtaking to windward or to 
leeward. 

The real name of the game 
however is courtesy. Try not 
to force another out of the 
way and into the path of 
another sailor, or whatever, 
just because it is your ‘right*. 
A little give and take is 
always a good idea on a busy 
lake. 
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There’s a great deal going on 
at our centres this August.... 


RYA COURSES — SPECIAL GROUP REDUCTIONS FOR 
★ FAMILY GROUPS, SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUBS & KIDS 
★ FAMILY “ON THE WATER” PACKAGES 
KIDS BOARDS & RIGS — SPECIAL 
SUMMER OFFERS 
★TAKE AWAY BOARDS FOR 
Ikir HOLIDAY HIRE 
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★ FREE PARKING - 
BROWSE AT LEISURE 

★ MISTRAL, KLEPPER, HIFLY, WAYLER, 
VINTA - TEST CENTRE 


★ COME SAILING ... . 

BRAY LAKE off A308 WINDSOR/M’HEAD RD, BERKS ^ 
LONGSIDE LAKE, off B388 CHERTSEY/EGHAM RD, SURREY 

THE LONDON WINDSURFING CENTRE 

553 BATTERSEA PARK ROAD 
LONDONSW11 
Tel: 01 223 2590 & 228 0430 


THE CENTRES OF EFFORT 



This summer, probably more than any 
other, large numbers of newcomers will 
take up windsurfing only to get bogged 
down deciding which board to buy. This 
month we look at five beginner's boards 
with family appeal and a price that won't 
break the bank. 


with five boards suitable for 
various weights of sailor and 
different levels of 
determination. They do, 
however, have one common 
link. All the hulls are 
moulded in polyethylene — a 
tough material well able to 
withstand the worst forms of 
abuse. 


A 


£250 to £400 
budget is what we 
were given this 

_ month, along with 

instructions to see what 
beginners boards are available 
in this price range. With the 
dearest at £380 and the 


__ * 




What sort of sailing? 

The first question to ask 
yourself is what sort of sailing 
will you be doing? 

If you’re going to be 
spending every weekend of 
the year on the water no 
matter what the weather and 
you’re likely to be the only 
one in your family or circle of 
friends with that sort of 
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Way ter Super Chipper 
AMF Prima de Luxe 
Vinta Twist II 
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dedication, then choose an 
all-rounder. It might be a 
little twitchy at first but it will 
still satisfy you as you 
progress. If, on the other 
hand, you think that you’ll 
just be sailing occasionally, 
perhaps taking advantage of 
the weather or holidays, and 
if you have a family that is 
also raring to have a go, then 
go for stability and high 
volume. Of the five boards we 
tested, only one has 
pretensions to being an all- 
rounder. But it’s interesting to 
note that the Wayler Chipper, 
which was launched two years 
ago as the Ypsi> was then 
regarded as an all-rounder. 
Now, two years on, it has 
become a beginner’s board. 
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Performance v stability 
Stability means volume; about 
230 litres or more is ideal. 

The heavier you are the more 
volume you’ll need in a board 
to keep it afloat underneath 
you. Volume however, also 
means weight and the heavier 
a board is the slower and less 
manoeuvrable it becomes. So, 
we didn’t expect the sort of 
performance you get from an 
F2 Lightning or a Mistral 
Maui from these boards. The 
learning process really 
involves three basic 
movements — uphauling, 
steering using the rig, and 
tacking. Gybing, footsteering 
and the rest of it comes later, 
so while we assessed each 
boards* performances overall, 


it’s to these three categories 
that you should attach the 
most importance. They are 
covered in the ratings as 
stability, running, tacking and 
directional stability. 

How they fared 
All the boards delivered what 
they are supposed to, 
although some did so better 
than others. The Tiga One 
was very much liked for its 
tacking as were the Vinta 
Twist II and the Java Bay. 

The Wayler Chipper’s 
ancestry showed through with 
its superior gybing and the 
AMF Prima De Luxe is fairly 
obviously a cross between a 
beginner’s board and all- 
rounder. It performs well in 
both categories but, because 
of its low volume, this will 
only hold true for lighter 
sailors. Heavier sailors are 
well catered for in this group 
with two boards sporting a 
high volume (260 litres). 

These will carry 15 stoners 
with ease. 

Polyethylene is not the 
easiest material to work with. 
Not so long ago a roto- 
moulded hull was frowned 
upon as being inferior. Today 
you would be hard put to see 
the difference on some hulls. 

Footstraps and mast tracks, 
as far as the beginner is 
concerned, are superfluous. 

But they will come in handy 
later on as skills progress. 
Footstraps can, of course, be 
taken off, but a straying foot 
on a mast track pedal will 
send the whole rig sliding. We 
were disappointed therefore to 
find that neither of the two 
boards which sported tracks, 
the AMF and the Vinta, had 
any means of locking them 
off. The same two boards are 
supplied with footstraps, the 
Vinta’s being simple but 
effective while the AMF 
straps were difficult to fit and 
adjust as they required a 
screwdriver. The Tiga One 
was the only one of the five 
not to be fitted with footstrap 
fixings nor was it equipped 
with a fully retracting 
daggerboard. Instead, it 
comes with a pivoting dagger 
larger in area than the 62cm 
Allgaier which has almost 
become the standard 
daggerboard system for a 
great many long boards. All 
five daggerboards could be 
kicked down with the foot 
easily. 

The rigs 

All the sails looked dated but 
they were simple to rig. Three 
was the maximum number of 
battens the beginner will have 
to deal with. All five brands 
offer various sail options, 
usually a 6.0m 2 and 
something in the order of 
5.4m 2 . There is no hard and 
fast rule as to which you 
should choose, but if you’re 


learning it is far easier to cope 
with a smaller sail which 
doesn’t overpower you at 
every gust. 

The sails supplied for tests 
were all made of polyester, so 
they can be left rolled round 
the mast for storage. It’s not 
the best way of keeping a sail 
by any means but it’s 
common enough. Remember 
to wash the sail down with 
fresh water if you’ve been 
sailing in the sea. Let it dry, 
then having released the 
downhaul tension, roll it up, 
making sure that there are no 
creases anywhere. If you’re 
putting it on the roof of your 
car, buy a mast bag, 
otherwise the wind will just 
fray the sail cloth. We stress 
that this method should only 
be used for polyester sails, 
Mylar or scrim double Mylar 
sails must be removed from 
the mast for storage. 

When you’re falling in a 
lot, a mast foot that stays in 
its socket is important too — 
otherwise you are forever 
going back in to retrieve it. 

We were impressed by the 
simplicity of the two stage 
system on the Tiga One, but 
there were no complaints 
about the other four 
manufacturers either. 

What to buy? 

There were no real 
pretensions about any of these 
boards, they generally 
delivered what they promised. 
But, their suitability varies. 

The Tiga One, for example, 
was much liked for its speed 
and tacking, though the 
absence of footstraps is a 
slight deterent for those 
who’ll wish to progress. 

The AMF Prima looked 
fast and performed well, 
although its suitability for 
heavier beginners must be 
questioned. For lightweights 
it’s OK. Its hull shape makes 
it most suited to the sea where 
its lower volume will also be 
an advantage. The Prima is a 
good value package with a 
Lipstick mast track and 
footstraps included in the 
price. 

Wayler’s Chipper peformed 
well too, but with the added 
advantage of having rather 
more volume than the AMF, 
but the latter has the edge in 
price if you add on all the 
extras. 

Pound for pound, the Java 
Bay must be a record holder. 

If you can put up with its 
looks it offers remarkable 
value for money, — especially 
for the heavyweight. 

Finally, the Vinta Twist II 
has a nice stable performance 
in those three basic 
manoeuvres. It is a good 
weight carrier and yet is 
responsive enough for the 
lighter sailor. 

Continued overleaf 
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VINIA 
TWIST 11 


Price as tested: £358.00 (inc.VAT) 
Manufacturer/Importer: Scanro Ltd, Unit 99/15, North 
Tyne industrial Estate, Tyne and Wear. Tel: 0632 669222 
Country of manufacture: U.K. _ 


HULL DATA 

Description: 

Square tailed beginner's board 

Material: 

Roto-moulded polyethylene 
hull/polyurethene core 

Length: 

Measured: 380cm 

Quoted: 380cm 

Width: 

Measured: 68cm 

Quoted: 68cm 

Weight: 

Measured: 23kg 

Quoted: 22kg 

Volume: 

240 Litres 

Daggerboard: 

Fully retracting Allgaier. 62cms long. 

Skegs: 

One trapeze. Universal fitting 

Mast fitting: 

Six position mast track. 27cms long. 

Footstraps: 

Four. Neoprene covered 

Towing eye: 

Yes 


RIG DATA 

Sail: 

Gaastra 6.0m 2 . Polyester Two battens 

Boom: 

Scanro 2.37m non-adjustable. Vulcanised 
grip. 

Mast: 

Sportex 4.65m epoxy. 

Mast stiffness: 

6.8 

Universal: 

Synthetic rubber powerjoint 

Mast foot: 

Fixed length. 

Total rig weight: 

7.4kg 

Warranty period: 

1 Year 



Conditions: Force 2/3 

PERFORMANCE 

QUALITY 


Stability at rest 

+ + 

Hull 

0 

Ease of planing 

0 

Daggerboard 

0 

Speed 

0 

Skeg(s) 

0 

Directional stability 

+ 

Mast track 

0 

Tacking 

+ + 

Footstraps 

0 

Gybing 

0 

Non-slip 

+ 

Footsteering 

— 

Sail 

+ 

Beating 

+ 

Boom quality 

+ 

Running 

+ + 

Boom stiffness 

4- 

Jumping 

N/A 

Inhaul fitting 

+ 

Overall performance 

+ 

Rig efficiency 

+ 

Value for money 

+ 

Rig Weight 

0 


Key: -= Poor; — = Below Average; 

0 = Average; + = Good; + + = Very Good 


VINT A TWIST II 
The new Twist is lighter and 
much less slab-like than its 
predecessor. There are other 
refinements, such as the new 
mast track, but the emphasis 
is still very much on stability 
and so it will appeal to 
beginners. It still retains a 
relatively high volume (240 
litres) so heavier users will still 
be able to cope with it. 

The Twist’s forte is tacking, 
which it does effortlessly. 
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There’s enough buoyancy in 
the nose to keep up the speed 
when you pass in front of the 
mast. Gybing, as you’d expect 
with a board of this length, is 
poorer and lightweights will 
find that they’ll have to 
journey to the end of the 
board to get the required 
amount of tail sink. Unlike 
the Tiga One, which has a 
concave deck in the tail to 
shed some volume, the 


Twist’s deck is full from one 
end to the other. 

The footstraps are 
positioned too far back to be 
of any real use though, and 
their siting in relation to the 
mast track needs rethinking. 
The track itself caused a little 
rumpus during the test as the 
foot operated pedal moves 
with the mast. This may be 
easy enough to handle on 
smooth water but it can be 
quite disconcerting to be 


doing tne »pucs in a swell! 
The track is made of plastic 
and works well enough, but 
the usual warnings about 
plastic moving parts and sand 
should be taken heed of. The 
Twist is supplied with a 
fathead sail, the theory being 
that you can have more sail 
area for a given boom length, 
while the battened top section 
will ‘blow out’ during gusts, 
making it more controllable 
and less prone to luffing. 
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Price as tested: £275.00 (inc.VAT) 

Manufacturer/importer: Dolphin, 4 Ashwell Street, 

St.Albans, Herts. Tel: 0727 40404 

Country of manufacture: U.K. (Scanro Ltd) 


HULL DATA 

Description: 

Flat bottomed, wide tailed beginner's board. 

Material: 

Roto-moulded polyethylene 
hull/polyurethane core 

Length: 

Measured: 375cm 

Quoted: 375cm 

Width: 

Measured: 68cm 

Quoted: 67cm 

Weight: 

Measured: 26kg 

Quoted: 23kg 

Volume: 

260 Litres 

Daggerboard: 

Fully retracting Allgaier. 62cms long. 

Skegs: 

Single trapeze. Universal fitting 

Mast fitting: 

Two point 

Footstraps: 

Extra. Three fittings 

Towing eye: 

Yes 


RIG DATA 

Sail: 

Scanro 6.0m 2 Polyester. Three battens. 

Boom: 

Scanro 2.37m non-adjustable. 

Vulcanised grip. 

Mast: 

4.65m epoxy 

Mast stiffness: 

6.8 

Universal: 

Synthetic rubber powerjoint 

Mast foot: 

Non adjustable 

Total rig weight: 

7.6kg 

Warranty period: 

1 Year 



Conditions: Force 2/3 

PERFORMANCE DUALITY 

Stability at rest 

+ 4- 

Hull 

0 

Ease of planing 

0 

Daggerboard 

0 

Speed 

4 

Skeg(s) 

0 

Directional stability 

+ 

Mast track 

N/A 

Tacking 

4 4- 

Footstraps 

N/A 

Gybing 

0 

Non-slip 

0 

Footsteering 

0 

Sail 

0 

Beating 

+ 

Boom quality 

4 

Running 

+ + 

Boom stiffness 

+ 

Jumping 

N/A 

Inhaul fitting 

4 

Overall performance 

4 

Rig efficiency 

0 

Value for money 

4 

Rig Weight 

- 


Key: — — = Poor; — = Below Average; 

0 = Average; 4 = Good; H — h = Very Good 


JAVA BAY 

This is the heaviest board 
we’ve tested in the last couple 
of years. At 25kg plus, it’s no 
laughing matter to have to 
carry it around for any 
distance. And it looks its 
weight, being slab sided with 
a lot of volume in evidence. It 
is the cheapest of the boards 
on test this month and, as far 
as the beginner is concerned, 
the most stable. With the 
daggerboard down, it is 
almost like uphauling on 
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land. The high volume also 
makes this a very suitable 
model for the heavyweight. 

Performance-wise it is not 
as slow as it first appears, but 
gybing requires a trip to the 
very back of the board to get 
the nose around. Tacking is 
smooth, as you might expect 
with so much volume in the 
nose, and thirteen stones at 
the front during a tack hardly 
made the nose sink at all. 

The major criticism made 


by all who sailed it was that it 
wasn’t demanding enough, it 
was just too easy to sail. Our 
two beginners thought that 
they would get bored with it 
before very long, just how 
much the looks had to do 
with this opinion was difficult 
to judge. 

The sail is one from 
Scanro’s new loft but looks, 
like many of the other sails 
on test this month, as if it 
was designed for 1983. The 


boom is a Scanro standard 
boom, similar to that fitted to 
the Vinta Twist II. The mast 
is made by Sportex. The 
whole rig is well matched. 

In conclusion, the Java 
Bay’s high volume makes it 
rather unsuitable for rougher 
waters but for the inland 
sailor, particularly those 
weighing thirteen stones or 
more it will get you started in 
windsurfing at a very 
competitive price. 
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SURFWIND LYTHAM 

Warden House, 

St Davids Road South, 

St Annes, Lancs. 

(0253) 711919 

LAMMERLAWS LEISURE 

Lammerlaws Road, 

Burntisland, 

Fife, Scotland. 

(0592) 874270 

PETERS AUTO-MARINE 

131 Balcarres Avenue, 

Kelvindale, Glasgow. 

(041) 357 3344 

TEST CENTRE 

SURFWIND 

LLANDUDNO 

The Beach Cafe, 

Dale Road, West Shore, 
Llandudno, N. Wales. 

(0492) 70821 TEST CENTRE 

LAKELAND SAILBOARD 
CENTRE 

Ferry Nab, Bowness on 
Windermere, Cumbria. 

(09662) 4366 TEST CENTRE 

NORTHERN SAILBOATS 
LTD 

Castlegate Quay, Riverside, 
Stockton-on-Tees, Cleveland. 
(0642) 674427 

MORECAMBE BAY 
WINDSURFING CENTRE 

3A-5 George Street, Lancaster, 
Lancs. 

(0524) 32245 TEST CENTRE 

SOUTH YORKS 
WINDSURFING CENTRE 

17 Bradford Row, Doncaster. 
(0302) 61014 

BOATWORLD 

125-129 London Road, Sheffield. 
(0742) 556985 

HIGHWINDSURFING 

2C Wythenshawe Road, Sale, 
Manchester, Cheshire. 

(061) 969 8484 

TEST CENTRE 

M.G.A. LTD 

Trafalgar Street, Rochdale. 

(0706) 48556 

SURF MOUNTAIN 

12 Brunswick Street, Belfast, 

N. Ireland. 

(0232) 248877 

TEST CENTRE 

SEAGULLS LEISURE 

Lon Pen Rhos, Morfa Nefyn, 
Pwllheli, N. Wales 
(0758) 720 185 

TEST CENTRE 

MR TERRY 

WINDSURFING 

23 Commercial Street, 

Pontypool, 

Gwent. 

(04055) 55745 TEST CENTRE 

DEADLINE 

WINDSURFER 

Wolverhampton Road, 

Oldbury, Birmingham, 

West Midlands. 

(021) 552 7311 TEST CENTRE 

WENTWORTH SPORT 
AND LEISURE 

103 Burmer Road, 

Peterborough. 

(0733) 62858 TEST CENTRE 

SURFWIND RHOSNEIGR 

High Street, Rhosneigr, 

Anglesey, 810317 

Gwynedd. (0407) 810731 

TEST CENTRE 

DEANS MARINA 

Rowton Bridge, 

Christleton, Chester. 

(0244) 335523 

INTERCLUB 

19 Kendal Parade, Silver 

Street, 

London, N18 1ND. 

(01)803 4747 TEST CENTRE 

LONDON WINDSURFING 
CENTRE 

553 Battersea Park Road, 
London SW11. 

(01)223 2590 TEST CENTRE 

NAUTISURF 

Grangewaters Water ports 

Centre, Buckles Lane, South 
Ockendon, Essex. 

(0708) 856528 TEST CENTRE 

ESSEX LEISURE 

AGENCY 

5 Earls Hall Parade, Cuckoo 
Corner, Southend. 

(0702) 345639 TEST CENTRE 

WOODHALL DINGHIES & 
SAILBOARDS 

Woodhall Farm, Nr. Millgreen, 
Hatfield, Herts. 

Hatfield 62098 TEST CENTRE 

THAMES VALLEY 

WINDSURFING CENTRE 

Mereoak Road, Three Mile 
Cross, 

Reading, Berks. 

(0734) 884422 TEST CENTRE 

WINDSURFERS WORLD 

312 King Street, Hammersmith, 
London W6. 

(01) 741 4801 

TEST CENTRE 

HAYUNG ISLAND 
SAILBOARDS 

Sparkes Boatyard, 

38 Wittering Road, 

Hayling Island, Hants. 

(0705) 466075 TEST CENTRE 

HILL HEAD SAILBOARDS 

50 Hill Head Road, Hill Head, 
Fareham, Hants. 

(0329) 662263 

TEST CENTRE 

SURFACE 

Suffolk Waterpark, 

All00, Bramford, Suffolk. 

(0473) 830191 

TEST CENTRE 

SURF ’N’ SKI 

1-2 Regent Street (cnr. Church 
Street), Brighton, E. Sussex. 
(0273) 673192 

KENT WINDSURFING 
CENTRE 

The Broadway, Featherby 

Road, 

Gillingham, Kent. 

(0634) 376350 TEST CENTRE 

COTSWOLD LEISURE 

Lower Mill Farm, Somerford 
Keynes, Cirencester, Glos. 

(0285) 860456 

TEST CENTRE 

PLANCRAFT 

WATERSPORTS 

8-10 The Street, Wrecclesham, 
Farnham, Surrey. 

(0252) 715169 

THE SAILING CENTRE 

6 Westham Road, Weymouth, 
Dorset. 

(0305) 813454 

TEST CENTRE 

POOLE WINDSURFER 
CENTRE 

111 Commercial Road, Lower 
Parkstone, Poole, Dorset. 
(0202)741744 TEST CENTRE 

SOMERSET 

WINDSURFING CENTRE 

13 Upper High Street, Taunton, 
Somerset. 

(0823) 51729 TEST CENTRE 

TORQUAY 

BOARDSAILING CENTRE 

55 Victoria Road, Ellacombe, 
Torquay, S. Devon. 
(0803)212411 TEST CENTRE 

CORNWALL 

WINDSURFING CENTRE 

63 Fairmantle Street, Truro, 
Cornwall. 

(0872) 75342 

WINDSURFING CENTRE 
EXETER 

76 South Street, Exeter, Devon. 
(0392) 52026 

TEST CENTRE 

WINDSURFING 

PLYMOUTH 

Queen Anne’s Battery, 

Coxside, 

Plymouth, Devon. 

(0752) 268328 TEST CENTRE 

WHITSTABLE 

WINDSURFING 

1 Beach Walk, Whitstable, 

Kent. 

(0227) 276566 

TEST CENTRE 


NEVISPORTS. 261 Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow. (041) 332 4814. NORTHUMBRIAN WINDSURFING. Test Centre. 12 Goose Hill. Morpeth, Northumberland. (0670) 58815. VALHALLA 
CUSTOM. Unit 22, Millers Bridge Industrial Estate, Derby Road, Bootle, Liverpool. 051-933 7479 STARBOARD WINDSURFER PARADISE. Test Centre. 362 Carlton Hill. Carlton. 
Nottingham. (0602) 873225. MIDLAND DIVING EQUIPMENT. 57 Sparkenhoe Street, Leicester. (0533) 24262. COLFORD BRIDGE LEISURE. Test Centre. Colford Bridge Road, Mytchett. 
Surrey (0252) 520250. NUCLEUS SAILBOARD & LEISURE. 204 Frinton Road, Holland-on-Sea, Clacton Essex. (0255) 812146 AQUALEISURE. 235 Lincoln Road. North Hykeham, 
Lincoln. (0522) 687648. WEST COUNTRY WINDSURFING. 68 West Street, Old Market. Bristol. (0272) 550779. 

IMPORTANT! Only Klepper Boards purchased from the above list of Klepper Dealers will benefit from the 
UK Klepper Warranty and Spares and Service backup. 
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.. . LOOK 

AT KLEPPER 


5 New Models for 1985 
Offer manoeuvrability, speed 
and durability. 




Manoeuvrability through 
excellent board shapes — the 
fruits of a year's work to 
improve on the best in the 
world. 


-mmm 

%0mjm 


Speed through new rigs — 
proved by Peter Bridgeman 
at Weymouth with a new 
European Record using the 
NPU prototypes. 

Durability. Legendary 
qualities of strength and 
lightness through the 
patented Klepper 
Polycarbonate Laminate 
process. 

One is sure to suit you. 




THE TECHNOLOGY OF TOMORROW 

Phone your dealer — NOW 

U.K. Distributors: Topsurfer Ltd, 1A Abercrombie Street, London SW11 














TIGA 

ONE 


Price as tested: £349.00 (inc.VAT) 

Manufacturer/Importer: Tiga, Acton Grove, Acton Road 
Industrial Estate, Long Eaton, Nottingham. Tel: 0602 731001 
St.Leonards-on-Sea, East Susex, Tel: (0424) 440414 
Country of manufacture: France 


HULL DATA 

Description: 

Beginner's board (Division 1) 

Material: 

Blow-moulded polyethylene 
hull/polyurethene core 

Length: 

Measured: 390cm 

Quoted: 389cm 

Width: 

Measured: 67cm 

Quoted: 67cm 

Weight: 

Measured: 22kg 

Quoted: 20kg 

Volume: 

230 Litres 

Daggerboard: 

Pivoting 

Skegs: 

One tangent. Universal fitting 

Mast fitting: 

Two point 

Footstraps: 

None 

Towing eye: 

Yes 


RIG DATA 

Sail: 

Tiga 6.3m 2 regatta. Polyester. Three 
battens. 

Boom: 

Tiga 2.70m non-adjustable. Softgrip. 

Mast: 

4.55 epoxy 

Mast stiffness: 

6.8 

Universal: 

Synthetic rubber powerjoint 

Mast foot: 

Fixed length 

Total rig weight: 

8.0kg 

Warranty period: 

2 Years 



Conditions: Force 2/3 

PERFORMANCE QUALITY 

Stability at rest 

+ + 

Hull 

+ 

Ease of planing 

0 

Daggerboard 

+ 

Speed 

+ 

Skeg(s) 

0 

Directional stability 

+ 

Mast track 

N/A 

Tacking 

+ + 

Footstraps 

N/A 

Gybing 

0 

Non-slip 

- 

Footsteering 

- - 

Sail 

+ 

Beating 

- 

Boom quality 

4* 

Running 

+ + 

Boom stiffness 

4- 

Jumping 

N/A 

Inhaul fitting 

+ 

Overall performance 

+ 

Rig efficiency 

4- 

Value for money 

+ 

Rig Weight 

0 


Key: -= Poor; — = Below Average; 

0 = Average; 4" = Good; 4" 4* = Very Good 


TIGA ONE 

In France, Tiga is one of the 
most popular brands, and, 
until his disappearance, the 
famous Baron Arnaud de 
Rosnay was one of Tiga’s 
main sponsored sailors. That 
popularity has still to make 
an appearance in this country 
however. 

The Tiga One is a no- 
nonsense package that delivers 
the goods. It is a high volume 
board and this is particularly 
noticeable in the nose. It has 

30 


a squared-off tail and a fair 
degree of curvature 
throughout the hull. The 
daggerboard pivots but does 
not retract fully and the skeg 
is not the usual ‘Lexan’ box- 
based design. 

Considering the Tiga One’s 
weight and volume, its 
performance was quite 
surprising. In lighter winds of 
Force 3 it outpaces the other 
four boards on test. It was 
also the most positive while 


tacking, the high volume nose 
keeping clear of the water 
throughout the turn. Using 
the basic gybing technique 
(digging in the windward rail 
to initiate the turn), the Tiga 
will complete the gybe fairly 
tightly due to its 
comparatively low volume 
tail. The large daggerboard 
makes the Tiga impressive 
upwind and, while overall 
balance is not as good as 
some of the flat bottomed, 
hard edged boards we’ve 


tested, it is stable enough for 
the beginner. No footstrap 
fittings are provided. The sail, 
perhaps, gives away the Tiga’s 
lineage. It’s a 6.3m 2 regatta 
sail, most effective in use but 
a bit of a handful for 
beginners. 

The non-slip is not as good 
as on some other polyethylene 
hulls. Having said that the 
Tiga One is a very reasonable 
club racing board as well as 
being suitable for heavier 
sailors. 
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VWLER 

SUPER 

CHPPER 


Price as tested: £339.00 (inc.VAT) 

Manufacturer/Importer: Freedom Sailboards Ltd, Unit U.1, 
Kingsville Road, Kingsditch Industrial Estate, 

Cheltenham, GL51 9PL. 

Tel: (0242) 526222 

Country of manufacture: Holland 



HULL DATA 

Description: 

Flat bottomed, round tailed beginner's board. 

Material: 

Roto-moulded polyethylene hull Polyurethene 
core 

Length: 

Measured: 376cm 

Quoted: 375cm 

Width: 

Measured: 68cm 

Quoted: 68cm 

Weight: 

Measured: 22.5kg 

Quoted: 21kg 

Volume: 

235 Litres 

Daggerboard: 

Fully retracting Allgaier. 62cms long. 

Skegs: 

One dolphin. Universal fitting 

Mast fitting: 

Two position. 

Footstraps: 

Extra, six positions. 

Towing eye: 

Yes 



RIG DATA 

Sail: 

Neil Pryde 6.0m 2 .Vertical cut. Three 
battens. 

Boom: 

2.20m non adjustable. Vulcanised grip. 

Mast: 

4.63m expoy 

Mast stiffness: 

6.0 

Universal: 

Synthetic rubber power joint 

Mast foot: 

Fixed length 

Total rig weight: 

7.1kg 

Warranty period: 

1 Year 



Conditions: Force 2/3 

PERFORMANCE 

QUALITY 

Stability at rest 

+ 

Hull 

+ 

Ease of planing 

0 

Daggerboard 

0 

Speed 

0 

Skeg(s) 

0 

Directional stability 

+ 

Mast track 

N/A 

Tacking 

+ 

Footstraps 

N/A 

Gybing 

+ 

Non-slip 

+ 

Footsteering 

- 

Sail 

+ 

Beating 

+ 

Boom quality 

+ 

Running 

+ 

Boom stiffness 

0 

Jumping 

N/A 

Inhaul fitting 

0 

Overall performance 

+ 

Rig efficiency 

+ 

Value for money 

+ 

Weight 

0 


Key: — — = Poor; — = Below Average; 

0 = Average; + = Good; + H- = Very Good 


WAYLER CHIPPER 

A couple of years ago, this 
was one of the most popular 
boards on the market. At the 
time it was called the Ypsi 
and was promoted as an all¬ 
round funboard. Now, in *85, 
it is cheaper, sports different 
graphics and a new name, and 
has become a beginner’s 
board. 

The Chipper retains some 
of its funboard pedigree 
however. This is evident in its 


all-round performance but is 
most noticeable when the 
wind blows. The rail shape 
(soft mid-hull progressing to 
hard in the tail) makes it, 
like the AMF Prima, 
manouevrable beyond the 
scope of the other four 
boards on test. For a board 
of its length, it gybes cleanly 
but there’s still enough 
volume in the nose to make 
tacking steady. It can come 
round rather quickly at times, 


causing it to luff when you 
don’t want it to. A touch of 
daggerboard is required to get 
it underway again. With the 
daggerboard down stability is 
good, making it nice and easy 
to uphaul and get underway. 

Six footstrap positions are 
provided on the deck, though 
the straps themselves are 
extra, (the manufacturers are 
obviously trying to keep the 
cost down as much as possible 
in this very competitive area 
of the market). There are no 


frills on the rig which 
incorporates a three battened 
Gaastra sail, a simple mast 
foot and a reasonably stiff 
boom and mast. As with all 
the boards tested this month, 
the Chipper lends itself well 
to family use, but, being more 
of a funboard than the Vinta 
Twist II or the Java Bay, it 
may just keep your interest 
going for that much longer 
before you need to trade up 
to a more sophisticated 
board. 


AUGUST 7985 
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★ High-tech designed all round fun board 
★ Sliding mast track ★ 8 adjustable foot straps 
★ Fully retractable dagger board 


SPECIFICATION 
Mast: Aluminium 4.60 metres 
Boom:Vario 2.15-2.45 metres 
Sail:6sq. metres high clew 3 
batten vertical cut 
fathead 

Material: 170grm polyester 
+ duo film + mylar 
with leech line 


SPECIFICATION: 

Length: 3.80 Beam: 0.69 metres 
Volume: 200 litres Weight: 19 kilos app. 
Material: Blow-moulded polyethylene 




OSIRIS WINDSURFING LTD 
19 WILLOW DRIVE, 

ST.MARY'S BAY, KENT 
TELDYMCHURCH (0303) 873788 
TELEX-.966676 PM FAB G 
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Blackwall 

Tunnel 


Wates homes at Jamestown Harbour. 
Room to park your boat as well as your car. 




_ 


These superb homes, built to Wates s traditional high standards, offer 
you a chance to live in one of the most exciting new urban areas in Europe. 

Here amongst the monuments to Britain’s great seafaring past, it’s 
hardly surprising that sailing and rowing facilities abound. It’s even possible 
to have your own mooring. 

Living here you’ll be 10 minutes from the City of London by rail, and 
20 minutes from the West End. 

Also close by are the Blackwall tunnel, the M25 and the planned 
STOL airport. 

See the fully-furnished show homes soon. Or get more details by 
phoning (01) 515 7310. 


Poplar High St O 


ICVv 


"if 


Bridge House Qua y, 
Jamestown Harbour, 

London EI4. 

For details of prices and 
availability telephone 
01515 7310. 

Mortgages available. Fully- 
furnished show homes open 7 
days a week. IOam-6pm. 


SUPER 

SUMMER SURF RANGE 



In SMOOTH 
SKIN with 
BLUE DOUBLE 
LINED 
PANELS 


Suit 
£31.50 


Shorts 

£22.50 



Also available: 

(not illustrated, in) 

ALL SMOOTHSKIN; Suit £29.90; Vest £18.50; 

Shorts £19.50. . .. , . _ . . 

ALL DOUBLE LINED Royal blue/pale blue; Available from the best 
Suit £39; Vest £22.90; Shorts £25.50 boardshODS Or contact / 

Sizes S,SM,LM,L ^ 

BOARDSAILING SECTION, 
MAPPOWDER. 
STURMINSTER NEWTON. 
DORSET DT10 2EH. 
02-586-662 


ESSEX 

ATERSPORTS. 



Rock-on 
down to 

Whitewater at Brighton 
Aquatic for your free stick of 
limited edition Whitewater rock. 

We’re giving it away for the whole of 
August, or as long as stock last! 

Just cut out the voucher to collect your sweet reminder of 
the best watersports shop on the south coast. 

You’ll find us on the promenade 
just below the Grand Hotel. 
Opening hours - 70.30 1 til 5.30 
(often later) 7 days a week. 


Whitewater at Brighton Aquatic, 127 Kings Road Arches, Brighton. Tel: 0273 778202 

Also at Shepperlon, Middlesex. Tel: 0932 247978 

Club Lake: Keynes Park Windsurfing (Staines) Tel: 078481 3171 
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Price as tested: £380.00 (inc.VAT) 

Manufacturer/Importer: Osiris Windsurfing Ltd, 19 Willow 
Drive, St.Mary's Bay, Kent. Tel: 0303 873788 
Country of manufacture: Italy 



HULL DATA 

Description: 

All-round funboard 

Material: 

Roto-moulded polyethylene 
hull/polyurethane core 

Length: 

Measured: 380cm 

Quoted: 380cm 

Width: 

Measured: 68.5cm 

Quoted: 69cm 

Weight: 

Measured: 21kg 

Quoted: 19kg 

Volume: 

200 Litres 

Daggerboard: 

Fully retracting Allgaier. 62cms long. 

Skegs: 

One raked trapeze. Universal fitting. 

Mast fitting: 

Lipstick mast track 

Footstraps: 

Eight. Neoprene covered. 

Towing eye: 

Yes 


RIG DATA 

Sail: 

Neil Pryde 6.0m 2 polyester. Three battens. 

Boom: 

Cantonal 2.4m non-adjustable. Softgrip. 

Mast: 

Cantonal 4.65m epoxy 

Mast stiffness: 

6.8 

Universal: 

Synthetic rubber powerjoint 

Mast foot: 

Fixed length 

Total rig weight: 

7.4kg 

Warranty period: 

1 Year 


water it looked a little 
unbalanced with its nose 
riding a bit high in the water. 

The Prima was the most 
responsive of the five whilst 
gybing. Although tacking was 
clean it was not as positive as, 
say, the Tiga One. Stability 
was not on par with some of 
the other boards tested 
(because of the lower volume 
and hull shape). But the two 
beginners on the test-team, 
weighing about eleven stones 
each, found it relatively stable 


AMF PRIMA DE LUXE 

This was the most expensive 
of the five boards on test and 
the one with the lowest 
volume. It certainly looked 
the raciest with no less than 
eight footstraps supplied, a 
Lipstick mast track and a 
simple but effective Neil 
Pryde sail. A high degree of 
rocker (bend) in nose, hard 
rails (edges) and a rounded 
tail really put it into the 
higher performance funboard 
category — although on flat 


Conditions: Force 2/3 

PERFORMANCE DUALITY 

Stability at rest 

+ 

Hull 

4 

Ease of planing 

4 

Daggerboard 

0 

Speed 

0 

Skeg(s) 

+ 

Directional stability 

+ 

Mast track 

4 4 

Tacking 

4 

Footstraps 

- 

Gybing 

+ 

Non-slip 

0 

Footsteering 

0 

Sail 

4 

Beating 

+ 

Boom quality 

4 

Running 

4* 

Boom stiffness 

0 

Jumping 

N/A 

Inhaul fitting 


Overall performance 

4 

Rig efficiency 

0 

Value for money 

4 

Rig Weight 

0 


Key: -= Poor; — = Below Average; 

0 = Average; -4 = Good; 4 4 = Very Good 


and easy to uphaul. 

The Prima’s main attrac¬ 
tion is that it could be a true 
family board with enough 
scope for those who want to 
use it in more extreme 
conditions. Its large amount 
of nose rocker makes it quite 
suitable for sea use for 
instance, but it does retain 
enough stability for beginners 
— albeit light ones. 

Now the bad news. The 
footstraps supplied with the 
de luxe version are difficult to 
fit and adjust (although once 


■ 

in place they’re crush proof 
and comfortable) and, if all 
eight are fitted, the deck 
becomes rather cluttered. The 
non-slip is not very effective, 
and the Cantonal boom, while 
pleasant enough in use, was 
40cms too long for the sail 
supplied. More of a higher 
wind board than most 
beginners boards, the Prima is 
a good first board for the 
beginner of eleven stones or 
less. It offers enough scope 
for the ambitious but few 
pitfalls for the raw recruit. 


WINDSURFAND BOARD SAILING 
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NATION WIDE DEALER NETWORK 


AVON 

WESTON WINDSURFING 

Weston-super-Mare. 
©(0934) 26893 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
SPINERD SAILBOARD SCHOOL 

Cerney Wick, Cirencester 
©(0285) 861555 


SKI SURF 

Southport 
©(0704) 31488 


WILTSHIRE 

AQUALEISURE SPECIALIST 
SPORTS 

Melksham 
©(0225) 706604 


BERKSHIRE 
NAUTICAL SPORTS 

Wokingham 
©(0734) 781966 


HAMPSHIRE 
BOB STAINSBY 

Southsea. 
©(0705) 817128 


MIDDLESEX 

PRINCES WINDSURFING 

Bedfont 

©(07842) 53201 


WORCESTERSHIRE 
PERFORMANCE SAILS 

Redditch 
©96 69598 




HEREFORDSHIRE 
SAILBOARD SUPPLIES 

Ross-on-Wye 
©(0989) 85410 


HERTFORDSHIRE 

WOODHALL DINGHIES 

Hatfield 

©(07072) 62098 


KENT 

LDC SAILSPORTS 

Tunbridge Wells 
©(0892) 28019 


LDC SAILSPORTS 

Maidstone 
©(0622) 56912 


LINCOLNSHIRE 
RICHMOND LAKES 
WINDSURFING 

North Hykeham, Lincoln 
©(0522) 695397 


CUMBRIA 

LAKELAND SAILBOARD 
CENTRE 

Bowness-on-Windermere. 
©(09662) 4366 


LANCASHIRE 

SURFWIND 

Lytham St.Annes 
©0253 711919 


TYNE & WEAR 
THE BOARDROOM 

Newcastle upon Tyne 
©(0632) 661037 


NORTHERN IRELAND 
McCREADY SAILBOATS 

Hollywood 
©(02317) 2888 


DERBYSHIRE 

BREAKOUT 

Matlock. 
©(0629) 57148 


LEICESTERSHIRE 
IMPACT BOATS LIMITED 

Edith Weston, Rutland 
©(0780) 721556 


WARWICKSHIRE 
AQUASAIL LIMITED 

Southam 
©(9181) 7233 


SCOTLAND 
MACH ENTERPRISES 

Edinburgh 
©031-229 5887 


DEVON 

EXMOUTH WINDSURFING 

Exmouth. 

©(0395) 272555 


STEVE DANIEL MARINE 
SPORTS 

Plymouth. 

©(0752) 660604 


DORSET 

SUPERSPORTS 

Highcliffe 
©(04252) 3435 


ESSEX 

BRENTWOOD WINDSURFING 

Brentwood 
©(0277) 233199 


ESSEX LEISURE 

Southend. 
©(0702) 345639 


LDC SAILSPORTS 

Datchet, Slough. 
©(0753) 44393 


CORNWALL 
SOUTH CORNWALL 
WINDSURFING SCHOOL 

Liskeard. 

©(0579) 46522 


SUFFOLK 

SEAMARK NUNN & CO. 

Ipswich 

©(03942) 75327 


WATERSPORTS LOWESTOFT 

Lowestoft 
©(0502) 2913 


SURREY 

COLEFORD BRIDGE LEISURE 

Mytchett 
®(0252) 520250 


SUSSEX 

ANGMERING WINDSUFRING 

Angmering on Sea 
©(0903) 785111 


SPORTING LIFE 

Shoreham-by-Sea 
©(07917) 64870 


LONDON 

CHELSEA WHARF 
WINDSURFING 

Chelsea Wharf, London SW10 
©01-351 4966 


WEST MIDLANDS 
GERONIMO WINDSURFING 

Sutton Coldfield 
©021-352 0282 


7TH WAVE 

Glasgow 
©041-357 3050 


YORKSHIRE 

OLLEY OF OTLEY LIMITED 

Otley 

©(0943) 465153 


SOUTH YORKSHIRE 
WINDSURFING 

Doncaster 
©(0302) 61014 


INTERCLUB 

North Circular Road, N18 
©01-803 4747 


LDC SAILSPORTS 

Hither Green Land, 
London SE13 
©01 852 3336 


MANCHESTER & MERSEYSIDE 
MANCHESTER SAILBOARD 
CENTRE 

Old Trafford 
©061-872 2911 

WET & DRY SPORTS 

Aintree, Liverpool 
©051-520-2570 


Windsurf UK, Waterloo Road, Bid ford-on-A von, B50 4JH. Tel: 0789 773 111 
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white water at 


teases the 


Chater 


asymmetric board and those who are 


ummer is here and the south 
swells have started to arrive 
with some excellent surf in the 3 
to 5 ft range coming through. 
Diamond Head is the place to be 
these days with plenty of action on 


either sticking to a board with a 
standard tail or who are trying the 
offset skeg position (whiclvis the 
compromise betwfceh the two).. If 
really domes down to how vertical 
you want to get on the face of the 
wave. This is where you do your 
bottom turn and then swing back up 
the face towards the lip. Your speed 
out of the turn and your angle of 
attack will determine how radical the 




photography, finding new angles to 
please the editors of magazines 
around the world can be an innovative 


show from the top guys. Robby Naish 
and Pete Cabrinha are busy getting 
ready for the imminent OP wave 
performance contest. Robby has been 
having a hard time recently with two 
major defeats. The first came on Maui 
at the hands of Alex Augera in the 
O'Neill wave performance contest, 
and then in the first round of the 
World Cup in Japan where he came 
third. The obvious question that every 
one is asking is will he regain his old 
form in time for the OP contest? 

From the ringside seat I am lucky, 
enough to have over here, I would not 
give up on Mr Naish just yet! He has 
been out every day at Diamond He$d 
for 3 to 4 hours and then, over on the 
windward side of the island, he races 
aound Kailua Bay for an hour or so on 
his slalom board. I would not be 
surprised if we did not see a come¬ 
back — not that I think he needs one. 

With speed sailing being so often in 
the news these days, Robby is talking 
about coming over to Weymouth this 
year for the speed tripls. 

Some interesting things are happen¬ 
ing on the photographic front over 
here. In the very cfoYnpetitive world of 


task. 

Alex Williams from the UK was 
visiting the islands yet again recently 
and more than enjoying himself, co¬ 
operating with Angus Chater on 
another book which should include 
some interesting shots taken from a 
helicopter sitting some forty feet 
above the waves. Alex, who is a very 
amiable lad from the West Country, 
must now rate as one of Europe's 
hottest windsurf photographers. 

Talking about helicopters, another 
man behind the camera and working 
above the waves is a chap called 
Sunstar. While standing in a Post 
Office queue he told me that he had 
been up the day before shooting 
Robby and Pete. He was some 30ft 
above the waves when Robby took 
off of a bigger than usual 'lump'. As 
he wfent up his'UJ broke at the top of 
the jump and his board, rig and body 
parted company under the helicopter. 
Sunstar reports that the board came 
up towards him getting within 2ft of 
helicopter. Reports from the beach 
confirmed that it was almost a hit! 

On the equipment front there seems 
to be a split between those with an 


manoeuvre becomes: the more verti¬ 
cal you approach the wave (i.e. the 
more you face into it) the better it is 
as you come around on yourself by 
almost 180°. 

There is nothing particularly new on 
the sails front. I have noticed that 
more and more people are talking 
about the differences between.RAF 
and non-fully battened sails and the 
different type of control one gets 
from each. Next year may well see a 
split between partial and full length 
battens, Pete Cabrinha had a sail that 
had the option for both, with a full 
length batten pocket and, within the 
same pocket, a shorter stop so that it 
could be set with full rotation or just a 
short, two foot leech batten. This 
runs along the same idea as Mike 
Mountifields Hi-pro sails in that they 
have an option to rotate or not to 
rotate with two different end pockets. 

Options may soon be the thing, it 
seems, with what you buy becoming 
more and more general in its usage, 
and not just aimed at the high wind 
conditions (you'll be pleased to hear). 
Aloha and good sailing.... 

Dave Cordell 
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WETSUITS 

vail, PL31 1EX, England. Telephone: 0208 2382 T elex: 45 168 Seagul 




















Having completed ™ 
qybe , resume tne 

normal sailing stance 

and sail away on your 
new course. 


Pull the rig across your 
body and place your free 
hand back onto the boom. 
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lare gybing is now an 
established funboard 
manoeuvre but it 
started life as a basic 
and very useful freestyle trick. 

In pre-funboard days, 
gybing was the secondary way 
to turn your board around 
180°. It was a slower and less 
stable way to turn and many 
preferred to tack. During 
freestyle routines however, the 
flare gybe was introduced as a 
faster and more exciting way 
to turn the board and the 
sailors of the time were quick 


LJCfJi ufc wuiuwat u few isy --- 

down with your foot. You should start 
to feel the board grip. 

....c - - : t ; 


G/BING 

TRICKS 

Simon Bornhoft 
looks at how 
freestyle gybing can 
improve your 
funboard technique. 


to realise its advantages when 
turning in windy conditions, 
gybing round a mark during a 
race or just manoeuvring 
themselves out of tricky 
situations. 

Nearly all advanced sailors 
of today learnt how to carve 
or ‘power’ gybe by going 
through the flare gybe stage 
first. They still use it as their 
major gybing technique in 
light wind conditions. 

In a light breeze the flare 
gybe is a smooth and efficient 
manoeuvre but in stronger 
winds good timing and 
commitment are essential as 
the board turns on its tail 
very quickly. 

The flare gybe is an 
exhilarating way to turn your 
board, the ideal conditions 
being a Force 3 and flat 
water. Try to use a handy 
buoy to judge your speed 
through the turn and improve 
your accuracy. 

Within the flare gybe are 
the rudiments of that classic 


funboard manoeuvre, the 
carve gybe. The crucial 
moment in any gybe is the 
moment you ‘flip’ the rig 
onto the opposite tack. 
Knowing when to release the 
sail during a flare gybe will 
help you to judge the critical 
point in the turn during a 
carve gybe. 

If you lose too much speed 
or the wind drops during a 
carve gybe, then only good 
flare gybing technique will 
save the situation. 

The only difference 
between a flare and a carve 
gybe is that the board pivots 
around the daggerboard 
during a flare gybe whereas, 
by virtue of the board’s 
speed, it pivots on the fins 
and tail during a carve. 

Equipment 
All boards with a 
daggerbaord will flare gybe 
and the harder the rails at the 
tail the better the turn will be. 
If you have a mast track, 























































Keep the rig as upright as 
possible and release your front 
hand. At this point your weight 
must be well forward to prevent 
the board spinning into the 
wind. 


* 


slide it as far back as 
possible; the nearer the mast 
is to the daggerboard the 
faster the turn will be. A 
small fin is best, especially in 
light winds, so take out any 
thrusters that you might have. 
Your feet will be applying a 
lot of presure on the rails so 
good non-slip is essential. Use 
wax to give a bit of extra grip 
if necessary. 

Hints and tips 
The gybe should be fluid and 
not rushed. If the wind is 
strong, slow the board down 
by moving back when the 
wind is behind you. Pulling 
down on the rig and bending 
your knees will also slow the 
board down and bring it 
under control. 

The key to the flare gybe is 
to keep pressure on the 
windward rail throughout the 
turn. If you fail to do this the 
board will level out and sail in 
a straight line. There is a 
tendency to apply equal 


presure with both feet. You 
must resist this. 

Keep the rig in front of 
you, your arms straight (to 
allow for lulls) and your 
knees slightly bent. As you 
come out of the turn, move 
forward, keeping your body 
weight over the centre of the 
board. 

Routines 

Freestyle should flow 
smoothly from one trick to 
another without apparent 
interruption or effort on 
behalf of the sailor. A flare 
gybe will fit into a 
competitive freestyle routine 
with any of the following: a 
tail sink in mid gybe, a 
pirouette gybe, a clew first 
exit from the gybe which is 
held for some distance, and 
for the more accomplished 
freestylist, a clew first rail-ride 
exit from the gybe. (Just 
increase the pressure on the 
windward rail until you come 
up onto the rail). 




The board will now start to 
turn. Maintain the pressure 
on the windward rail. Bend 
your knees forward and 
into the turn. 


If you have kept the 
pressure on the rail you 
will now be sailing dew 
first in the opposite 
direction. 


flip the rig. 
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THE DUCK GYBE 




to a short board. In fact, due to the" 
apparent wind, there is more effort in a 
long board’s sail at low speeds and so you 
will have less time to duck underneath it 
than you would have on a short board 
(the apparent wind is much lower due to 
the higher speed of a short board). 
Recognising the right moment to duck is 
therefore much more critical. 


FUNBCmU 

FREESTYLE 


Equipment 

Use a high aspect (short boom) sail if 
possible and remember not to rig the 
boom too high. This applies to all light 
wind sailing. Try to keep harness lines out 
of the way — it can be pretty disasterous 
if you accidentally hook in during the 
gybe! A lot of modern funboard sails 
have battens below the boom and these 
can be dangerous if they protrude much 
beyond the edge of the sailcloth. If 
possible, shorten the batten to reduce the 
risk of losing an eye or two. 



Cross you, 
hand over ana 
it near the b, 
the boom. R, 
Vour other 


Hints and tips 

Again, foot pressure is the key to a 
successful gybe. Maintain pressure on the 
windward rail even during the duck. Do 
not let the rig fall too far forward as this 
tends to make you reduce the amount of 
foot pressure as you lean forward to pull 
up the sail. 

The actual duck takes place directly 
downwind so that there is minimal effort 
in the sail and, because the turn is tight, it 
has to be quick. At this point if there is 
no pressure on the rail the board will stop 
and the rig will become heavy and 
difficult to control. 

Once you get your new front hand on 
the opposite boom (and as close to the 
mast as possible) it is important not to 
sheet in. There is no wind in the sail at 
this point and sheeting in would prevent 
the board from turning. The secret is not 
to put any pressure on the boom and keep 
your weight over the centre of the board. 

The perfect duck gybe takes a lot of 
practice and good timing. It is not a 
practical manoeuvre but it is a pleasure to 
accomplish and adds a touch of style to 
light wind sailing. 


ighteen months ago, the high wind 
duck gybe was the ‘in’ manoeuvre. 
Hopeful short board sailors 
persevered for hours in 
their attempts to emulate the funboard 
stars of Hawaii perform what is essentially 
just a cosmetic funboard trick. 

Freestylists, however, soon recognised the 
duck gybe’s potential as a clever variation 
on the basic gybe and began to include it 
in their routines. 

The light wind duck gybe is an ideal 
manoeuvre to move on to once you have 
perfected the standard flare gybe. The 
only difference between the two is the 
method of getting the sail onto the new 
tack. As its name suggests, you duck 
undeneath the sail as the board turns 
rather than flip the whole rig around as 
you would in a flare gybe. 

Perfect this manoeuvre in a light wind 
and you’ll be well on the way to a real 
high wind duck gybe when you graduate 






















































TWIST HORIZON 

FUN, DISTINCTIVE, VERSATILE 

A pintail winger achieving superb upwind performance 
with exciting carving, gybing and.footsteering 
characteristics. Distinctive lemon colouring. 



TWIST II 

FAST, STABLE, PROGRESSIVE 


The ultimate allround beginner’s board. A diamond tail 
and sharp rails ensure excellent manoeuvrability with the 
rounded hull transmitting that racy feeling. 


- A PASSPORT TO SUCCESS 



- RIDE THE WAVES IN STYLE 


LENGTH 

VOLUME 

MAST 


320cm 
160 litre 
455cm 
epoxy 


WIDTH 

WEIGHT 

BOOM 


64cm 

14kg 

240cm 

fixed 


LENGTH 

VOLUME 

MAST 

SAIL 


380cm 
240 litre 
455cm 
epoxy 
Powerhead 


WIDTH 

WEIGHT 

BOOM 


68cm 

22kg 

240cm 

fixed 


SUMMERTIME SPECIAL 

MANUFACTURERS 

SCANRO LTD 

TWIST SAILS 

NORTH TYNE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 

6.0m 2 Powerhead £65, and 6.3m 2 

LONGBENTON, 

TYNE & WEAR 

Powerhead radial cut Mylar Composite £69. 

NE12 9SZ 

TEL: (091) 266 9222 

AT YOUR LOCAL DEALER 

TELEX: 537144 


BRITAIN’S NUMBER ONE 











It took more than just fine 
to win the World-Cup 


Designed to win. 


Design and quality from 
A to Z: Adjustable Boom 
Straps A Batten BagABelt 
ABig BagAChildren’s 
Sail ARreestyle Harness 1 
Freestyle Pro Harness! 
Fun Bag ARinboard Bag 
AFun Mast Bag A Little 
Big BagANeoprene 
Footstraps A Nylon Lami¬ 
nate Footstraps A Polo 
Shirt APowerhneP Sails A 
Pro Mast Bag ARacing 
Board Bag A Racing Mast 
ARacing Tteam JacketA 
Safety Harness A Sailor 
Shirt ASlalom Mast A 
Speed Slalom Sails A 
Sport SailsAStreamerA 
... Striped Warm Shirt A 
Sunglasses Visor A Surf 
Gloves ASurflex Battens 
AUniversal Mast Protec¬ 
tor A Visor A Wallet A 
Warm Shirt AWaterstart 
Harness AWave Harness 
AWave Sails A Wind 
Meter AWorld Cup Mast 
Bag AWorld Cup Sail 
Bag 

“For those who can afford the best, 

Jump with something better” 































T he human eye can very easily be 
damaged by wearing sub-standard 
glasses. Fluorescent, irradescent 
and opaque coloured glasses seem 
to be very popular on the sands this 
summer, Vuarnet semi-mirror shades 
seeming to be the most popular type for 
those who like to hide their eyes. Being a 
fashion as well as a functional they are 
colour matched with wetsuits,* bikinis, and 
are not, according to the pundits, to be 
colour clashed with surf shoes and beach 
bags if you frequent the South Coast. 

With retail prices ranging from £1.50 to 
£150 per pair there are a few things 
worth considering before ripping the £50 
notes out of your beach bobby and 
investing in a Ken Winner look-alike pair 
of bins. 

The eye, in a similar way to a camera, 
reacts to change in the level of light. The 
brighter the light, the more your corneas 
will close to prevent ultra violet and infra 
red rays damaging your eyes. Likewise in 
the evening, your corneas will open to 
prevent you from walking into the odd 
deck chair that has been discarded on the 
beach. The placing of dark sunglass lenses 
over your eyes makes your corneas open 
as they think it is night time. At this 
point, unless the lenses are actually 
absorbing the harmful rays projected by 
the sun, your eyes will become fatigued, 
especially if you are subject to long 
periods of bright sunshine and glare from 
water, for example. So don’t deceive your 
eyes by wearing cheap sunglasses that 
appear to cut out glare but don’t absorb 
any harmful rays. You are wiser to squint 
and let your corneas protect your eyes as 
they naturally will. 

We tested some popular sunglasses with 
a Hoya ULT2000 lens machine which told 
us how much ultra violet , visible light 
(daylight) and infra red each lens 
absorbed. The results are shown in the 
table. 

Make sure your sunglasses are designed 
for what you intend to subject them to. 
Gold rim, glass lens specs are obviously 
impractical for 360° barrel rolls (although 
they do wonders for the image when you 
pull out of The Poole Yacht Club in your 
Lotus with a Naish wave board on the 
roof). A lot of companies use nylon with 
simple Took cheap but are functional’ pin 
hinges for their sports lines now. These 
are better than the conventional screw 
hinge type for active sports. 

Another thing to look out for when 
choosing your shades is that the lenses, in 
addition to absorbing ultra violet and 
infra red light, are ground and not 
distorted. Glass is okay but it must be 
toughened. Polycarbonate is better 
because it is lighter and your glasses won’t 
slip down your sweaty nose or leave 
marks. A quick way to check for 
distortion is to get a reflection of a 
straight line in the lens and move the 
glasses so that the line passes across the 
lens. The line will curve as it passes across 
the lens but the curve should be consistent 
and not wavey. A distorted lens will cause 
your pupils to track, give you a headache 
and move you closer to the day you’ll buy 
reading glasses. 

One must remember, of course, that 
total eye protection is only really 
necessary if you are spending long periods 
of the day in sunlight. However, do make 
sure that your lenses are not distorted. 

Lens colour is quite a personal thing. 
Pink is good for low light, yellow is best 
for depth of field. Brown, grey and green 
are good colours for relaxed vision. Try 
different coloured lens before you make a 
decision. 



POSING ATA PRICE! 


With so many famous and not so famous windsurfers 
sporting heavily branded sunglasses on the beach and on 
the water these days, Windsurf decided to peer into the 
rose tinted world of 'Sports Specs' to really see what we 
are being persuaded to buy this summer by the sunglass 
manufacturers. 



Good sunglasses will protect your eyes when they are exposed to bright 
sunlight for long periods. Cheap sunglasses may actually harm them. 



%. FILTRATION 

BRAND 

Ultra Violet 

Visible Light 

Infra Red 

Price 
fine. VAT) 

PEEPERS 
(imitation Rayban) 

100 

80 

8 

£7.99 

STYLE EYES 

Pro III 

100 

89 

60 

£32.99 

BOLLE 

(polycarbonate) 

100 

90 

50 

£9.99 

BOLLE 

Irex 100 

100 

92 

100 

£32.50 

VUARNET 

Lunettes 

100 

93 

69 

£59.95 

Unbranded Italian Made 
(£4.50 from Dept.Store) 

100 

74 

19 

£4.50 

RAYBAN 

Wayfarers 

100 

87 

90 

£26.00 























































































Photo: Rob Jewell 
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T /ie f/>sf f/i/m/ you notice when 
the pros sail amongst the 
amateurs is that the former, 
whatever the conditions, seem 
to go so much faster 

How is it possible that Robby Naish, in that 
well documented Pan Am Cup marathon back in 
'81, could be sent back a mile after the start, told 
to re-cross the line and be going so much faster 
than everyone else that he still won by a 
comfortable margin despite his two mile penalty? 

Indeed the Mistral Pan Am was then 
something of a rocket ship, but whilst the 
dumfounded simply dubbed him a 'wizard', 
others tried to emulate his style and above all his 
stance, which they knew to be the secret of his 
incredible board speed. 

Those of us who weigh in at twelve stone or 
more all too often blame sluggish performances 
on excess beef. In marginal winds (Force 3) the 
lightweights do pull away, but once the board is 
planing freely, weight becomes less and less 
significant to the extent that it actually becomes 
an advantage as the wind reaches the Force 6 
mark. 

/ am not advocating that you either go on a 
staple diet of Yorkshire pudding or starve 
yourself for a month, but because good board 
speed is the secret to smooth gybing, high jumps 
and an inflated ego as you scream past yet 
another f/ounderer, it's essential that you 
examine your stance to see if you are getting the 
most out of your rig. 

Let's look at rig position to see how 
dynamically it can effect your performance. Ask 
yourself this simple question: "Is my rig driving 
the board forward?" Remember that the power 
of the sail is transferred into the board through 
your feet and the mast foot. If you hold the rig 
bolt upright and then stand square on to it with 
your feet near the mast, you will concentrate all 
the power into the middle of the board, thereby 
preventing it from rising up and planing on the 
tail. 

The photo illustrates a couple of essential 
points concerning a speedy stance. The wind is 
about a Force 4, the board is a 295 slalom board 
and the sail is an induced 6.0m 2 slalom /course 
racing sail. 

The board is on a reach. See how the rig is 
angled to the back of the board so that the 
power is driving the board forwards. 

When sailing, the gap or 'slot' between the 
foot of the sail and the water creates a lot of 
turbulence. If by raking the rig back past your 
body, you reduce or 'dose' this gap, you form an 
effective blanket and the drive will be noticeably 
increased. 

When rigging the sail therefore, especially 
slalom type sails, adjust your extension so that 
there is only a short distance between the tack 
of the sail and the deck of the board (no more 
than six inches). 

Radically cut wave sails tend to have only one 
batten (if any) below the boom and a high angled 
foot which can make it hard to obtain the above 
effect. 

Dragging the front hand in the water is, of 
course, totally unnecessary and is nothing but a 
piece of unabashed posing, although it does 
reveal that the harness lines are balanced and 
that the sailor is relaxed and comfortable despite 
the high speed and strong wind. 

/ would be grateful if you would keep the 
'dosing the slot' technique to yourselves for the 
time being. It is certainly one of the most 
effective ways o f going faster and we can't have 
everyone doing it! 

Peter Hart 

RYA Fun board Trainer 














WITH PRICES LIKl 1 



THE FAMILY FUN 

An ideal learning board which excels 
in light to moderate winds. Stability 
is paramount for beginners and this 
board has it. It also has a price that 
can't be beaten. At £199 including the 
sail, it's the cheapest board in the UK! 




JAVA BAY 

Outstanding value in all round fun- 
board, ideal for first timers. Stable and 
performs well in stronger winds. 

Its toughness and knock resistance 
makes it good news for club use. 

And at £275 its price makes it fantastic 
news for everyone. 


THE KERMA RUN 

The board with everything. It'll grow 
with you as you become more expert, 
offering early planing and excellent 
speed and control in stronger winds. 
The rig is outstanding and the handling 
superb. In fact the only thing this board 
lacks is a hefty price tag. From £399 
(inc.sail). 


JC 

This 


1 


exi 

It 
sha 
indi 
the 
inert 


■ 



























ETHESE 


JOHN HALL 360 

This fantastic board is one of a range 
created by John Hall Designs and sold 
exclusively in the UK by Dolphin. 

It represents the state of the art in hull 
shapes and epoxy technology. Each is 
individually customised which makes 
the price we're asking even more 
incredible. From £639 with ITV sail. 


no BE 


20 years' worth of Dolphin 
value and quality for wetsuits 
is now available for boards 
and accessories. It explains why 
our St. Albans showroom is 
now the biggest single retail 
outlet in the UK, and why we 
have opened a new branch in 
Hampton, Middlesex. Both 
carry our full range of wetsuits, 
sailboards and accessories. 

In addition, our complete mail¬ 
order operation is available 
for customers who can't pay us 
a visit and we have a FREE 
20 page colour brochure which 
you can send off for by mailing 
the coupon overleaf. 

STANDARD HARNESS 


ECONOMY ROOF RACK 


Another 
amazing 
bargain from 
Dolphin. Pressed steel 
feet. Fits cars with gutters. 

Also available: 

ATHLET STANDARD. 

Very popular top quality rack. 
Cast aluminium feet. Fits cars with 
gutters. £18.95 

ROOF RACK STRAPS. 

Top quality spring camlock 
buckle. £2.99 

FOAM RUBBER PADS. 

Per pair £3.99 

MAST CLIPS. £3.99 


THE DOLPHIN 
GUARANTEE 

All Dolphin equipment, including 
boards, carries a full guarantee for 
12 months. We offer a full refund on 
items returned unused and, on used 
equipment, a full refund less our 
normal hire charge. Moreover, 
we guarantee a 10 year spares 
service for boards. 


Top quality buoyancy harness 
with well designed spreader bar 
and hook. 


4 Ashwell St, St. Albans, 
Herts. AL3 5JZ. 

Tel: St. Albans 
(0727)40404. 
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RAINBOW 
LONG JOHNS 


As the Country's leading wetsuit 
manufacturer, we can be sure of 
offering you the finest quality 
available at the lowest possible prices. 
Designed specially to meet the needs 
of the windsurfer, Rainbow Long Johns 
have all the features demanded by 
the experts — and a touch of colour 
too. Just one of the extensive range 
of Dolphin Wetsuits, 
all distinguished by their 
unbeatablevalue. 
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ETHESE... 


SUMMER BARGAINS 

COMPLETE BEGINNERS PACK £299 
Java Bay Board, Double lined Long John 
Wetsuit, Harness and lines. Roof Rack with 
straps, pads, mast bag. 

All delivered free anywhere UK mainland. 

WISHBONES 

, 1.60 —2.40fixed length. £14.95 

RAF type telescopic. £39.95 

North adjustable. £49.95 

POWERHEAD SAILS 

6.0m Gaastra. £34.95 

5.5m Lorientaise. £32.95 

STORM SAILS 

4.5m Gaastra_•. £29.95 

ITV MYLAR FULLY BATTENED SAILS 
3.8 — 6.1m 

£30 off normal prices . From£99.95 

BUDGET HARNESS 

Safety hook. £9.99 

WATER PRO HARNESS 
Front Buoyancy pad 

£10 off normal price. £29.95 

AH prices include VAT. Post and Packing free 
all items except wishbones — £5.00 per 
consignment. 


OFFERS ONLY WHILE THESE 



COME AND SEE US 

Both showrooms ore a windsurfer's paradise — you'll 
find unbeatable equipment at unbeatable prices! 

Feel free to browse by yourself or ask our friendly staff for 
advice and help. We also offer one day's hire FREE if you 
want to 'Test Drive' a board. 

OPENING HOURS (St. Albans and Hampton) 
April-September, Mon., Tues., Wed. & Sat.9.00am-5.30pm 
• Late opening Thursday and Friday 9.00am-8.00pm 
October-March, Monday-Saturday (9.30am-5.00pm) 



4 Ash well Street , St. Albans , Herts. AL3 5JZ. Tel: (0727) 40404. 



83 Station Road[ Hampton, Middlesex. Tel: 01-783 0022. 


OR ORDER BY POST 

You can purchase Dolphin equipment by post and you 
will normally receive your order within 10 days. 
Remember... Dolphin eq ui pmen t is only ava ilable from 
Dolphin — it cannot be purchased through your local 
supplier. For details telephone: St. Albans (0727)40404. 

FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 

Available now... the new, better than ever 
Dolphin brochure. 20 full colour pages of the 
most exciting equipment and best value in 
windsurfing. 

No-one interested in the sport can afford to be 
without it. Send off for your FREE copy now. 


To: Dolphin Wetsuits Ltd, 

81 /4 Ashwell St, St.Albans, Herts. AL3 5JZ 

Tel: St. Albans (0727)40404. 

Please send me your FREE colour brochure. si /4 

Na me_ 
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on pure surfing technique 
— especially through turns. 
The wake from the boat 
can be made to act as 
quite an adequate ramp for 
jumping. 

Obviously, access to a 
fairly powerful boat is 
required, but if you're 
realty keen to have a go, 
most waterskiing centres 
should be able to help out 
(as long as you have your 
own board). Ideal 
conditions consist of light 
winds and fairly calm 
water without too much 
chop or surface distortion. 
The towing line should be 
about 70ft long to begin 
with. 

The basic techniques can 
be picked up after a few 
falls and a certain amount 
of perseverance — in much 
the same way as surfing or 
windsurfing can be. 
Beginning on a longer 
board (around 360cms) 
should help you to get 
started and cut down the 
number of falls. You can 


then progress to a shorter 
board as your technique 
allows. A sinker will need 
to be planing before you 
can attempt to stand up so 
you'll need start off in a 
lying position — although 
this can put a lot of stress 
on your arms. The boards 
in the photos are 
surfboards under six feet 
long (with experts surfers 
aboard!). 

Once you get going, stay 
behind the boat until you 
have gained good control 
of the board and you feel 
confident about 
footsteering. Then, cut out 
of the wake and, in much 
the same way as you 
would gybe a short board, 
depress the inside rail, lean 
your weight into the turn 
and carve the board round. 
Here, you'll find that a 
shorter board is much 
easier to handle as longer 
boards can only be turned 
sharply by standing right at 
the back and literally 
swinging the nose around. 

The next step is to cross 
the wake, either by 
attempting a jump or by 
cutting cleanly through it. 




arve gybes, off the 
lips, radical turns — 
and all on windless, 
waveless days! If 
you think that this sounds 
too good to be true then 
you should take a look at 
freeboarding. 

Free boarding is the latest 
sport to hit Hawaiian (and 
British) shores. It keeps 
dedicated windsurfers 
amused and in tune on 
otherwise non-productive 
days when winds and 
waves are not up to 
scratch. This relatively new 
sport is attracting attention 
both for its entertainment 
value and for the potential 
it offers funboard sailors to 
brush up on surfing skills 
such as carve gybing, 
footsteering and even 
jumping without having to 
wait for perfect conditions. 

The idea is that the sailor 
is towed behind a 
powerboat on a board, 
preferably a short board. 
Any similarity to 
waterskiing ends here 
however because control 


























Un/ess specially added , 
footstraps are best avoided 
as they will not be in an 
idea/ position for this type 
of manoeuvre. 

To increase the level of 
excitement , simply go 
faster! Try reaching farther 
out of the wake and 
performing a few one- 
handed carves. The really 
confident can shorten the 
tow rope to about 20ft and 
use the wake of a boat 
going about 25mph as a 
wave face. This should 
provide hours of 
excitement for the 
addicted surfer (if he can 
afford the petrol for the 
boat!) without the need to 
paddle through mountains 
of white water. 

The beauty of 
freeboarding lies in its 
potential for providing a 
means of practising 
funboard manoeuvres on 
those otherwise non¬ 
productive days when 
there is no wind. And apart 
from that, freeboarding is 
pure good fun. 

The man driving the boat 
towing the rider in the 
photos is no other than 
that well known 
boardsai/or, Robby Naish, 
and if it's good enough for 
him ... 


W5T. 


Photos by Sun Star 



































NAME THAT WIND! 

Anyone who has travelled 
through Europe in seach of 
good windsurfing conditions 
will know that continental 
locals in breezy places tend to 
give names to any 
predominant or regular winds. 
Not so many people, 
however, know that even in 
the UK a similar custom 
exists. Here, for the benefit of 
the interested reader, are just 
a few one can find around 
great Britain. 

Mistroll: A gentle breeze 
common on the south coast, 
usually accompanied by a 
light sea fog rolling in. 
Pontiniente: A wind that 
blows directly from Tarifa 
over Pontins Holiday Camp. 
Camber Inducer: A force 5 
south westerly that lures 
sailors from miles around to 
perfect Kent coast conditions 
(notably at Camber Sands). 
Crystal Gale: A Breezy 
country and western wind of 
almost perfect proportions. 
Sea Breeze: A mythical wind 
this. It exists only in the 
minds of the authors of 
sailing books. 

Tornado: A cold wind from 
the west country that temps 
one to buy one of Fred 
Haywood’s wetsuits. 
Scirocco: Localised wind 
caused by sporty German 
coupe driver showing off in 
the car park. 

Hurricane Higgins: Gusty 
breeze caused by excessively 
fast snooker playing in the 
area of Northern Ireland. 
Trade Wind: Huge influx of 
hot air prevalent in the 
vicinity of Alexandra Palace 
during the first day of the 
Wind & Surf Show. 

Zephyr: Light breeze 
common near a Dagenham 
car plant during the 1960’s. 
Divine Wind (Kamikaze): 
Strong updraft experienced 
after visit to Chinese 
restaurant. Often suicidal. 

Mr Toad: A lakeside 
phenomenon, usually created 
by wind in the willows. 

SOLDIERING ON? 

Overheard at Axbridge: 

“I can’t understand why 
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this race meeting is such a 
shambles — I was lead to 
believe they were run with 
military precision.” 

“Really?” 

“Yeah, I overheard 
someone talking about Major 
Cockup and General Chaos at 
the last one...” 

LET YOUR SA/LMAKER 

STITCH YOU UP 

“It’s been all fun and games 


in your column just lately”, 
one of my critics writes. 
“Where is the old vitriolic 
pen we all know and love to 
hate?” 

Well, whilst I deny ever 
being argumentative for the 
sake of it (the Editor says I’m 
well balanced — I’ve got a 
chip on both shoulders), I do 
firmly believe in speaking out 
when I feel there are wrongs 
that can be righted. 


The reason I bring this 
matter up is that I have 
recently been trying out a 
large number of different sails 
and rigs, both at home and 
abroad, and continue to be 
amazed and occasionally 
annoyed by the vagaries of 
sail manufacturers. 

At last, most sailmakers sell 
their sails rolled. (I used to 
get very uptight indeed when 
buying IBSA regatta sails 
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which came creased and 
folded in a bag that advised 
storing them in a roll!). 
However, many Mylar type 
sails appear incredibly 
wrinkled, even when brand 
new and some of the big 
manufacturers seem far worse 
than the small English sail 
lofts despite the former’s 
computers, lasers etc. Is it too 
much to expect a new sail to 
be wrinkle free? 

Why don’t all sailmakers 
give an advisary list of 
suitable masts for their 
products? Some sails are 
particularly sensitive to the 
bending characteristics of the 
mast, as well as just the 
stiffness rating (and even that 
is not a standardised para¬ 
meter — some manufacturers’ 
6.8 masts are stiffer than 
other companies’ 7.2s!). The 
problem is eased somewhat 
when the sailmaker also offers 
masts, like North, Hood, 
Gaastra, Mistral etc., but of 
course not everyone can 
afford the whole kit. The fact 
remains that most sails are cut 
to fit a particular mast or 
type of mast, and I think the 
least any sail manufacturer 
can do before we part with 
our increasingly large sums of 
money is offer honest advice 
as to whether our present or 
anticipated masts will be 
suitable. To just say “stiff 
epoxy” or “aluminium” is 
not enough. 

Duck gybing used to be for 
aces only, but now most 
ambitious sailors will at least 
be trying to “go for it”. And 
if the battens poke out of the 
foot of your high-tech sail 
then look out! The principle 
used by one top manu¬ 
facturer, whereby the lower 
batten pockets finish just 
short of the leech and a large 
padded “cosy” wraps right 
over the respective batten and 
tensioning buckle, seems 
eminently sensible. Why 
doesn’t everyone do this and 
save us poor sailors from 
grazed faces and ripped 
wetsuits? Another point on 
batten tensioning tape is that 
it really should be double 
thickness or otherwise pro¬ 
tected by a suitable patch at 
the leech point. The inevitable 
dragging of rigs along beaches 
seems to affect these points 
disasterously quickly in many 
cases — it can’t cost much to 
add some reinforcement. 

RAF sails often have a 
section of luff tube missing at 
the foot to aid ease of rota¬ 
tion, but it is still vital to 
keep the actual foot of the 
sail close to the mast. It 
would be helpful if a thin 
strap (thick ones always seem 
to jam up) was provided to 
assist in pulling the foot right 
in. You can always use sur¬ 
plus downhaul, of course, but 
when you are paying £200 
plus, should you have to...? 
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Some manufacturers pro¬ 
vide absolutely fabulous look¬ 
ing sailbags with their 
products, others just give a 
cheapo plastic bag. None of 
the ones I came across, how¬ 
ever, supplied a waterproof 
enclosure. Wouldn’t it be nice 
to roll up one’s sail on a wet 
day, put it in the back of the 
car in its bag and know it 
wasn’t going to drip all over 
one’s crushed velour 
upholstery? None of these 
points is ultimately that 
serious, but if it is so easy to 
improve, why not...? 

....and did you hear about 
the guy who wouldn't use 
a harness because he was 
warned there might be 
strings attached....? 

THE HARD SELL 
I couldn’t help but smile 
recently, when I saw the 
business-minded manager of a 
well known windsurfing store 
begin to go red in the face as 
he overheard one of his young 
salesmen talking to a cus¬ 
tomer on the phone. 

“No sir,” the lad said, “we 
haven’t had any here for 
weeks — and I’ve no idea 
when we’ll get some the way 


things are looking just now.” 

At tiiis the Manager inter¬ 
rupted and shouted at the 
‘phone, “Some will be here 
next week — I placed an 
order this morning per¬ 
sonally”, and putting his 
hand over the mouthpiece 
hissed at the salesman “Don’t 
ever say we haven’t got 
anything to a customer — We 
can always order it. Now 
what were you talking about 
boy?” 

“Wind,” the lad replied. 

WHETHERMAN 
A windsurfer of my 
acquaintance recently told me 
that he was going to have to 
stop continually phoning the 
local meteorological office as 
they seemed to have started 
asking him for advice. 

Seeing my quizzical look, 
he went on to explain that 
when he arrived home early 
from work the other day, he 
had answered the ringing 
‘phone instead of his wife and 
the chap on the other end of 
the line had wanted to know 
whether the coast was clear or 
not... 

THE OLDEST SWINGER ... 
Now the traditional season 


for holidays is upon us again, 
just a word of warning to 
help avoid any possible 
embarrassment for the more 
mature amongst us looking to 
book an exciting and fun 
packed summer break — as 
the girl in my local travel 
agency said with a slightly 
sideways look at an 
unfortunate chap whose 
cunningly brushed hair 
didn’nt quite cover his bald 
spot: “The idea of an 18-35 
holiday is that you have to be 
between those ages, sir, not 
born before 1835.” 

BJORN AGAIN 
SCHRADER? 

I was pleased to see that 
German windsurfing star 
Bjorn Schrader managed to 
cause a major upset at the 
World Cup event in Japan by 
winning the course racing. 
Having long ago run out of 
things to say about Nobby 
Rash (superlatives deleted) I 
have been collecting a whole 
pile of Bjorn Schrader puns: 
Bjorn free, Bjorn to be wild, 
a star is Bjorn, Bjorn again 
etc. etc. 

Perhaps the editor will use 
them now! 
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The humble mast has come a 
long way since the first 
sailboard rig was put 
together. From a spar that 
was about as stiff as a glass 
fibre fishing rod, to today’s 
epoxy and aluminium masts, 
it has been a long road of 
research and development. 

The earliest masts were soft, 
designed to ‘bend off in 
strong gusts and so reduce 
power. While a forgiving mast 
is O.K. in gusts, in constant 
strong winds it makes the rig 
unmanageable. So, the search 
began for stiffer materials 
which would still produce 
lightweight masts. 

Aluminium was one of the 
obvious answers. It has its 
problems in surf but some of 
the very best racing masts are 
made of aluminium but was 


the epoxy resin industry which 
provided the most practical 
material and virtually all 
current production boards are 
supplied with an epoxy mast 
as standard: Not that there 
are no other contenders 
around. Space age technology 
has given us carbon fibre, a 
light yet immensely strong 
and stiff material used in the 
manufacture of Formula 1 
racing car frames and aircraft 
panels. But it too has its 
problems — it can be brittle 
in waves and it’s very 
expensive. Where carbon fibre 
does score is in its use as a 
strengthening agent for an 
epoxy mast — as in the Rotho 
Duo or the Exel Graphal 
where a two centimetre strip 
of carbon fibre is laminated 
into opposite sides of the 


mast from base to tip. Not 
only does this stiffen the mast 
generally, it also gives two 
different degrees of stiffness 
depending on how the sail is 
set in relation to the strips. 

How stiff is stiff? 

Until recently there was no 
quantitative method of 
comparing the stiffness of one 
mast against another. If you 
wanted a stiff mast for racing 
you would opt for an 
aluminium model. A glass- 
fibre mast on the other hand 
was alright for just about 
every other form of 
recreational sailing. Now, of 
course, we have the DIN 
rating which virtually all 
manufacturers have adopted 
(it has been superceded by 
another in Germany, but it 
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yet has to make an impact in 
this country). The DIN rating 
is usually found on the 
manufacturer’s label at the 
foot of the mast and is based 
on the degree of flex that 
occurs when a weight is 
applied to a point on the mast 
roughly corresponding to 
boom height. The results give 
a very good comparison of 
the co-efficient of stiffness, 
but these days that’s not 
really enough. 

Matching sail and mast 
Let’s get one thing straight. 
The stiffest mast is not 
necessarily the best. Just 
because a mast may bear a 
stiffness factor of 7.5, it may 
be that your particular 
sail has been cut for a mast 
with a stiffness factor of just 
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6.8. The result is a glorious 
mis-match. This will in turn 
result in creases somewhere in 
the sail (which you’ll find 
impossible to take out) and a 
consequent loss in power. 

How the mast bends is 
important too. Two masts can 
have identical stiffness factors 
but different flex curves with 
the result that a given sail will 
set better on one than the 
other. Remember that a sail 
works best when it’s wrinkle 
free and has the right amount 
of fullness set into it — not 
when it’s virtually tearing at 
the seams. 

The right mast? 

Don’t ask this question 
because we don’t have the 
answer. The answer must 
come from the sailmakers 


themselves for it is they who, 
at some point, set their 
cherished product upon a 
mast, stand back, find it 
acceptable and launch it into 
production. There are some 
who specify the make and 
model of mast which suits 
their sails best. Tushingham 
specify Serfiac masts (they 
also happen to import them, 
which makes life easier), 

Hood and North make their 
own masts and board 
manufacturers such as 
Mistral, F2 and Klepper 
produce masts, sails and 
booms all matched in the 
factory. While many sail lofts 
will recommend a stiff or a 
medium stiff mast for this or 
that sail, not enough are being 
specific enough about exactly 
which mast should be used. 


Continued on page 58 
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THE STIFFNESS FACTOR 
Eighteen mast on test 


We are, of course , talking 
about the finer points of rig 
tuning. Generally speaking, a 
sail cut for a 7.1 mast will set 
reasonably well on any model 
with that stiffness ratio. But 
look at how good a North or 
a Hood sail can look on its 
own rig. And when a sail 
looks that good, it’s generally 
working that well too! 

Which material? 

What you actually end up 
with will be influenced by the 
type of sailing you do. If you 
are into Division II racing 
then opt for a light 
aluminium model, but don’t 
take it into the waves for it’ll 
suddenly become a two-piece 
and give your insurance 
broker another heart attack. 
For recreational sailing a 
standard epoxy mast will do. 
For wave sailing, a heavy 
duty epoxy mast guaranteed 
for two, or perhaps three, 
years is the best bet. 

Heavy duty masts 
These are new breeds of mast 
with beefed up epoxy 
construction and a two or 
three year unconditional 
guarantee against breakage. 
Even after a good dumping in 
the surf the guarantee should 
hold good. Of course, you 
have to pay for it, and 
generally these masts are more 
expensive than their less 
strong cousins. At least you 
know that there’s less chance 
of the thing breaking just 
when you need it most. And 
with insurance premiums and 
excess charges for ever on the 
increase, the initial extra you 
pay for the mast could well 
save you money in the long 
term. 

The results 

Our test results, as far as 
stiffness ratios are concerned, 
fall in line with the 
manufacturers’ claims. As 
individual masts can vary, one 
could have expected the ratios 
to be as much as ten per cent 
out from those claimed. In 
fact, the difference was less 
than five per cent, a tribute 
indeed to the mast 
manufacturers’ quality 
control. Also tabulated is the 
weight to length ratio and the 
lower this figure the better. 
Understand however that 
heavy duty masts are likely to 
be heavier than epoxy ones, 
which in turn will be heavier 
than alloy masts. Finally, 
we’ve tabulated the balance 
point of each mast from the 
base. Again, the lower this 
Figure the better, as a mast 
with a lower centre of gravity 
will make the rig as a whole 
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that much more balanced. 
Exei Wave 

A Finnish mast made, as its 
name suggests, specifically for 
surf. It carries a one year 
guarantee. In recent 
laboratory tests where a 
number of masts were tested 
to destruction, the Wave 
came out stronger than one of 
the all-time American 
toughies, the Ampro. While 
we cannot comment on these 
tests or apply them to the 
other masts we’ve looked at, 
it should be said that this 
result is fairly typical of the 
heavy duty masts on the 
market at the moment. It is 
comparatively inexpensive at 
£60 with a stiffness factor of 
6.9. Exel also produce one of 
the few carbon fibre mast 
available in the U.K. but it 
costs £150.00 

F2 Heavy Duty 
F2 produce six different masts 
for their boards including a 
couple of three piece models 
(ideal for aircraft holds). The 
Heavy Duty is designed 
specially for the ‘Radical Cut’ 
range of sails and carries with 
it a two year anti-breakage 


guarantee. Overall, it’s very 
well priced at £55. 

F2 Comfort 

F2’s standard mast as used 
for the ‘Combination Cut’ 
range of sails. Made in epoxy 
at a standard length of 4.65m. 
It is a budget price mast 
costing just £45.00 

Hood 

The Hood mast is designed to 
fit Hood’s own range of sails. 
The most remarkable thing 
about the Hood is its weight. 
Just 2.5kg. is pretty mean for 
a non-aluminium mast. The 
lightness is the result of using 
longitudinal filaments of 
carbon fibre laminated within 
the spiral epoxy lay up — and 
that perhaps explains the high 
price tag. A mast extension is 
available for longer-luff sails 
but Hood do admit that the 
mast does not perfectly match 
all of the sails in their Grand 
Prix line. 

Hy Jumpers Surf 
This is one of a new range of 
masts imported by this North 
Devon firm which has only 
just arrived in this country. 
They are made in Austria, but 
more than that Hy Jumpers 
will not let on. The Surf is the 
bottom end model in the 
range with a tested stiffness 
of 7.2. It is not a very light 
mast but most of the 
weight is concentrated in the 


lower area where is doesn’t 
show in terms of rig 
imbalance. It was the second 
cheapest mast tested and at 
£53.00 it represents an 
attractive buy. 

Hy Jumpers Wave 
At almost 5 metres long, the 
Wave is one of the longest 
masts we’ve tested, making it 
most suitable for some of the 
longer luff lengths that 
abound these days. While the 
weight is again quite high, the 
Wave has the lowest centre of 
gravity of all the masts tested 
(after taking its’ length into 
account). This mast got the 
testing of its life at Saunton 
the other week and survived 
some pretty horrendous 
treatment in the surf. It’s 
stiffness rating is 7.2. 

Hy Jumpers Pro 
This was the only mast 
supplied for the test which 
carries a three year, 
unconditional anti-breakage 
guarantee. It was also the 
most expensive mast tested. 
With a stiffness factor of 7.2 
and such a long lasting 
guarantee, it’s hardly 
surprising that is was one of 
the heaviest masts in the test. 
Stiffness combined with an 
ability to survive in waves 
generally requires a strong 
and heavy construction but 
the Pros’ weight is made less 
apparent by keeping the 
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centre of gravity dose to the 
deck. Of course , any 
manufacturer who offers 
anything like this in the way 
of an unconditional warranty 
must be pretty confident in 
xivt ^loducx. So, \£, a. 

cruncher this could be the 
mast for you. The Pro is 
Austrian made. 

Klepper 

This is the standard 7.1 
stiffness mast supplied with 
Klepper’s current range of 
boards, it comes in two 
standard lengths of 4.65 
metres, (tested here) and 5 
metres. It had the‘highest 
centre of gravity of all the 
standard epoxy masts on test, 
but a very reasonable overall 
weight. 

Mistral Mk V 

When the Mark III version of 
this mast was introduced it 
had the reputation of being 
the best epoxy mast around at 
the time.. It’s still available, 
but the current Mistral boards 
are being supplied with the 
new Mk.V. It was the second 
lightest epoxy mast we tested 
with an average centre of 
gravity and a stiffness rating 
of 6.8. The price is £65. 

North Vario Alloy 

Introduced last year, the 
North range was 
revolutionary in that it 
featured a seamless alloy 


construction. In most metal 
construction techniques (lasers 
excluded) the weld is always 
the weakest point of the 
product, but North masts 
were “drawn from the rod”: 

^ ^rouges form of 
construction. That technique 
. is still in evidence in this 
year's models. The Vario 
alloy supercedes last year’s 
two piece AL 75 but differs 
from it in that the male end 
has become female and vice 
versa. This sex change means 
that the sections are not 
interchangeable. A shorter 
base end for shorter luff 
lengths is available. A word 
of warning: after sailing, take 
the mast apart, wash it out 
with fresh water and leave to 
dry, otherwise your two piece 
will fuse into a one piece very 
quickly. 

North HD 480 

Another North innovation 
was the heavy duty mast 
which carried an anti¬ 
breakage guarantee. This 
year’s HD range has been 
increased to include a 4.8 and 
4.3 metre. Both have the same 
stiffness rating of 6.8. 

Proctor R2 

A relative newcomer to 
windsurfing, Proctor are well 
respected in the dinghy world 
for their masts and spars. The 
lightest mast tested, the R2’s 
alloy construction is a little 


different in that instead of a 
gradual taper from the base 
to the tip, a bottle neck is 
introduced two metres up 
from the base. A matching 
mast extension is available. 

Rotho Duo 

The only dual stiffness mast 
tested, the Rotho has become 
well established in the past 
year or two as the market 
leader in this type of 
construction (where two 
strips of carbon fibre are run 
up opposite sides of the mast 
giving two alternative stiffness 
ratings, depending on which 
way the mast is aligned in the 
luff sleeve). The idea behind 
the Duo is that one mast will 
suffice for the older type of 
wave sails which require a 
very high stiffness ratio, as 
well as for the newer 
rotational sails which need 
rather less stiffness. Rotho 
also produce a range of 
standard masts including a 
two piece. 

Serfiac Pro , Spot Line & VI 

It was Serfiac that started a 
little revolution a few years 
ago with a range of alloy 
masts which were light and 
yet very stiff. This turn gave 
rise to some pretty deft sail 
designs from Tushingham, 
such as Stuart Sawyer 
Radicals. The VI and Spot 
Line were regarded by many 
sailmakprc ac h*»inr* ;^ an i 


mast to design around. The 
masts haven’t changed that 
much. The VI and the Pro 
now both have standard 
diameter bases, allowing the 
oV lbs. MV 

adjustable mast feet. They are 
all light yet tough, but they 
will suffer if you put them 
through the rinse cycle in the 
surf. Tushingham still design 
their sails exclusively for this 
range. 

Sportex 

Sportex has now become the 
standard mast for a number 
of production boards 
including Vinta and 
Sailboard. It’s no-nonsense 
mast which is ideal for 
recreational sailing. It’s quite 
light and has an average 
centre of gravity. Stiffness too 
hovers around the average 
with a range of Neil Pryde 
sails which set very well on it. 
Prices can very from £40 to 
£55. Sportex also produce 
other masts including a two 
piece. 

Tushingham Wave 

The heaviest epoxy mast we 
tested, the Tushingham Wave 
was also one of the cheapest, 
retailing at £54.00. It is a 
recreational mast also suitable 
for surf but without the anti¬ 
breakage guarantee of the 
heavy duty masts and without 
the price tag of some of them 
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Expbdng the myth 


WATERSTART CHECKLIST 


■ Dagger board in the retracted 
position. 

■ Rig on the windward side of 
board. 

|H Mast at ninety degrees to wind , 
Hi dew downwind. 

n Lift mast ° ut ° f water and p uil 

I™ into wind until dew flies free. 

M Push board onto broad reach by 
1“ pushing down on mastfoot via 
boom. 




| Hook back leg onto middle of 
I board, keeping board on broad 
reach. 

| Wait for gust, raise rig as high 
I as possible with straight arms, 
spread weight between mastfoot 
and back leg. 

| Sheet in and kick hard with 
! front leg to rise out of water and 
onto board, not forgetting to 
sheet out to avoid a catapult 
fall. 


The waterstart: is it really that difficult? 

Experts often glibly describe it as separating 
the men from the boys in windsurfing but , 
Richard Bernard disagrees. Here he describes * 
how, with the right advice, you can learn to * 
waterstart after only a few months in the 
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T o the novice windsurfer, 

waterstarting is the pinnacle to 
which he or she aspires. After 
watching those tanned Hawaiian 
demi-gods rise out of the water and sail 
off on a sailboard the size of an ironing 
board, waterstarting is a skill, they think, 
that will take many years to master. To a 
certain extent the experts welcome this 
adoration. They have no real desire to 
teach the windsurfer with only six months 
experience that this is all a myth. Well, 
myth it is, and I hope that by the time 
you’ve finished reading this article you 
too will only be one or two Force 4s away 
from waterstarting. 

May I start by saying that I too am a 
novice. I have been windsurfing for about 
eighteen months on a second hand Wayler 
Ypsi with a powerhead sail, and I have 
only been waterstarting for four weeks. A 
wiser man than I once said that a clever 
man makes a poor teacher because he 
does not know what it is like to struggle. 
Well, that is my qualification, I struggled. 
But I needn’t have done if I had known 
what to do earlier. 

1 shall assume that you will be using a 
good wetsuit, preferably a steamer, or a 
drysuit, and a bouyancy aid. The wetsuit 
will enable you to persevere for a longer 
time in the water, whilst the buoyancy aid 
will help when it’s time to raise the rig 
from the water. 

The first skill to acquire is the beach 
start. It has been covered adequately many 
times before so I won’t go over it again, 
suffice it to say that you must practise 
manoeuvring the board and rig around in 
the shallows, in all winds, until you can 
do it without thinking. 

Having mastered that, you can move 
into deep water and drop yourself and rig 
in the water to the windward side of the 
board. Before we move on, consider this; 
most of the better windsurfers tend to fall 
in to windward after over-committing 
themselves backwards. Their theory being 
that if you’ve gotta go, you might as well 
go in on the side that you waterstart from 
so that you can make a speedy recovery 
without wasting energy swimming the rig 
round. To the non-waterstarting 
windsurfer, tired after an afternoon’s 
uphauling in a Force 5, a rig to windward 
can bring on agonies too great to bear, 
often resulting in a long desperate paddle 
to safety, or worse. Therefore, try to be 
on the correct side of the board. If you 
fall in downwind it is probably easier to 
climb on the board, uphaul the rig and 
fall backwards with the rig to the 
windward side. Also, ensure the 
daggerboard is fully retracted. 

The first stage in the waterstart is to 
raise the rig, and this is how its done: 
position the rig in the water so that the 
mast is ninety degrees to the wind, clew 
lying downwind as in the photo. This is 
vital. Don’t worry if the board has turned 
into wind, you can put that right at the 
next stage. When you’ve achieved that 
swim to a position just above the mast-to- 
boom connection and face downwind out 
of the water, swimming with your sail 
hand, and pull the mast across your body 
towards the nose of the board, still 
keeping the mast high. With any luck the 
wind will get underneath the sail and the 


clew should fly free of the water. 

You may find that you have to give it 
some assistance with your sail hand 
pushing upwards further dowrv the 
If you find that on raising the mast the 
clew has disappeared into the depths, you 
have not started with the mast at ninety 
degrees to the wind and the best course of 
action is to drop the mast, encourage the 
clew to come right underneath the mast 
and pull it up to the surface to windward. 
Keep lifting until the wind catches the 
clew and flips it across and downwind 
again. Sometimes this results in the boom 
lying on the back of the board. This helps 
because it is then quite easy to raise the 
sail. 

So, now that you’ve raised the sail out 
of the water you can transfer your hands 
to the boom in a normal sailing position 
and concentrate on flying the rig. Do not 
show too much sail to the wind at this 
stage, keep it fairly low or you may end 
up doing an involuntary nose first 
waterstart — not at all dignified. This is 
the time when that experience gained in 
mastering the beach start comes into play. 
You must now move the board onto a 
broad reach by pushing on the mastfoot 
via your mast hand. 

When the board is pointing in the right 
direction raise your back leg out of the 
water and lay your heel on the centre of 
the board, just behind the daggerboard. 
Use the footstrap if the wind is high. It 
will help with the positioning of the board 
if you bend your back leg at the knee 
hooking the board towards you. If the 
board is still trying to luff, get your hands 
further back on the boom, pushing the 
mast into wind. You’ve now done most of 
the hard work and are ready for the final 
stage. 

Whilst still maintaining control of the 
rig, thrust your arms upwards as high as 
you can, keeping your arms straight, and 
put all of your weight on the mastfoot 
(via your mast hand) and back foot. Try 
to keep your arms straight and upright. 

At the same time, you must sheet in with 
your sail hand. In lighter winds try not to 
hang on the boom, rather than try to step 
up and onto the board. Your body should 
be in a very upright position. If there is 
enough wind you will find that you are 
coming out of the water on your very first 
waterstart. Bring your front foot onto the 
board and into the footstrap. 

When you begin to rise out of the water 
be ready to start to sheet out because the 
gust that has pulled you out of the water 
is also strong enough to send you into the 
best catapult fall seen on the beach that 
day. Feel is all important at this stage so 
make sure you keep the board on a broad 
reach. You will probably find, as I did, 
that you are so delighted that you’ve 
achieved your first waterstart that you 
forget to sheet out because you’re already 
dreaming of telling your spouse, mates at 
the pub, kids etc, that you can waterstart. 
Never mind, you’ll remember next time 
and the feeling is pretty good as you 
smugly hook into your harness line after 
yet another waterstart. 

One week after I learnt how to 
waterstart I tried a sinker for the first 
time. Now that's windsurfing. 
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by Peter Hart 

RYA Funboard Trainer 



Bored with yourdagger? 


“Once upon a time”... he 
said brushing the dust from a 
wrinkled manuscript, 
“daggerboards were an 
integral and often inseparable 
part of the hull.” 

A gaping hole was left 
roughly in the middle, 
through which you slotted a 
length of plywood. There it 
stayed until you ran aground, 
thereby sending it slicing up 
into the hull. Board repairers 
at the time made a healthy 
living thanks to non-rotating 
daggerboards. 

Their purpose was twofold: 
to make the board more 
stable and to stop it drifting 
sideways in light winds. 

The pioneers found that as 
soon as they ventured into 
moderate winds, the 
daggerboard started to play 
dirty tricks on them; it would 
create its own lift and 
suddenly make its way to the 
surface, tipping the board on 
its side and the rider onto the 
sail. 

The smaller storm dagger 
alleviated the problem whilst 
paupers and posers decided 
that taking the big one out 
and hanging it over your arm 
when the going got rough was 
just as effective, a lot more 
spectacular and worth the 
bruises it gave you as it 
thrashed about your legs. 

The rotating, fully 
retractable daggerboard, 
which now comes as standard 
with almost all boards longer 
than 330cm, solves many 
problems but has created a 
few more. On the positive 
side it no longer dissects the 
board on meeting an 
underwater obstacle; in most 
cases, it is easy to adjust with 
the push of a foot (with a 
variety of positions) and it 
improves a long board’s 
performance on all points of 
sailing. 

On the other hand: many 
novice funboarders find 
themselves spoiled for choice 
and are confused where the 
dagger should be for different 
conditions and points of 
sailing; and in windy 
conditions, kicking the 
daggerboard up or down 
often leads to loss of balance, 
catapault falls or at best, 
stubbed toes and bruised feet. 

Daggers And Funboards 
The words ‘daggerboard’ and 
‘funboard’ are essentially 


mutually exclusive since all 
the fundamental funboard 
manoeuvres, (beach start, 
waterstart, carve gybe, aerial 
loop etc.) can only be 
performed with it retracted. 
With the daggerboard 
retracted the board then 
footsteers like a surfboard, 
waterski etc. 

If all you want to do is 
reach up and down in windy 
conditions then, in brief, you 
can forget you have a 
daggerboard. 

“Why do funboards have 
daggers then?”, I hear you 
ask. 

(i) on the shorter boards 
they lend a psychological 
advantage and will help you 
struggle back upwind if the 
wind drops. 

ii) The all-round funboard, 
as well as the performance 
race board (Malibu, 

Lightning, Racy cat etc.), are 
asked to perform in a variety 
of conditions and not just 
across the wind. 

Through synchronisation of 
the mast track and the 
dagger, the sailor aims to 
make his board screech 
upwind like a Div II and 
stream off on the reaches like 
a sinker. 

Here are the only times you 
will need to use your 
daggerboard:— 

(i) In light winds (Force 3 
or less), the dagger can stay 
down the whole time. The 
mast rack can be located in 
the middle. 

(ii) When beating upwind, 
in winds up to Force 5, the 
daggerboard can stay right 
down. Above this, depending 
on its size, it may need to be 
swept back slightly to avoid 
railing. The mast track is 
placed at or near the front. (It 
is of course possible to ‘make 
ground’ upwind without a 
dagger but it will be 
impossible to hold a course 
very close to the wind and 
remain planing). 

(iii) In marginal conditions, 
(Force 3) by putting the 
dagger half down, it will 
create extra lift to help the 
board onto the plane. The 
mast track can be located in 
the middle. 

An important point of 
technique to remember is that 
when the dagger is fully or 
just half down, you must let 
the board rail slightly to 



Stay low and roll the tip of 

ZSKlSA^ 

smooth movement 


windward for good 
performance (i.e. so that the 
windward rail is out of the 
water). If the windward rail 
engages, the board is likely to 
bear away with a vengance. 

Kicking it Up 

The problem of adjusting the 
plate is naturally worsened if 
the thing is stiff or clogged up 
with sand. Most systems have 
adjustment screws, so check 
that it is moving freeely 
before you go out on the 
water, but is not so loose that 
it wobbles itself down as you 


are going along. 

The knottiest problem is 
how do you kick the thing up 
in a blow when bearing away 
from a beat to a reach? There 
are two principle methods. 
Which one you use will 
depend on whether you are in 
a racing situation and 
therefore desperate to keep up 
your speed, or are simply 
more concerned with staying 
upright. 

The easiest way 
(i) This method employs the 
back foot as the kicking foot. 
If your board has a beating 
strap, then leave your front 
foot in it for anchorage. Now 
take your back foot out of its 
strap and prepare to strike the 
top of the dagger with the 
instep (the fleshy part). 

(ii) If you are travelling fast 
upwind, there is so much 
sideways pressure on the plate 
that it will be pushed up hard 
against the case and will be 
difficult to budge. Slow right 
down, therefore, by 
‘feathering’ the sail, keeping 
the board off the wind by 
holding the rig to windward. 
Then sweep the back foot 
over the top of the dagger so 
that it retracts completely. 

The facing method 
(i) This method employs the 
front foot as the kicker and is 
different from the first in that 
you retract the dagger after 
having borne away. 

From your beating position, 
bear the board away by 
crouching low, by throwing 
the rig forward and well over 
to windward, by sheeting in 
hard and by pushing forward 
with the front foot, so hard 
that it slightly sinks the 
windward rail. 

((ii) Once the board has 
borne away onto a broad 
reach, the sideways pressure 
comes off the plate and it will 
be easy to move. Staying low, 
bring the front foot behind 
the tip of the dagger and roll 
it over with the ball of the 
foot. 

Danger: As soon as the 
board bears away, it naturally 
gathers speed. With the 
dagger down, it is very likely 
to rail up and head back into 
wind; hence the need to bear 
away and fold the dagger all 
in one movement, before the 
board has had too much time 
to accelerate. 

important for both the above 
methods is that you always 
adjust the daggerboard before 
the mast track. In a strong 
wind the board is 
uncontrollable and would spin 
into wind immediately if you 
were to pull the track back 
(reaching position) with the 
dagger still down. 

Whether rotating it back 
down to go upwind or 
rotating it up to reach, make 
sure the mast is at the front 
of the track. 
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Windsurfing UK 

Windsurfing UK. Waterloo Road, Bidford-on-Avon, B50 4JH. Tel. 0789 773 111 


SPORT II 



Length: 

3.65 m 

Width: 

66 cm 

Volume: 

220l 

Weight: 

~~ 18kg 

Material: 

ASA, EPS Foam Core 

Sail: 

6.0m powerhead (2.30m boom) 


Mast: _ Sportex 4.50 m _ 

Boom: 1.85 m - 2.30 m telescopic, 

_ adjustable _ 

Skeg: 22 cm, hooked Lexan 

Daggerboard: 62 cm, plastic, fully retractable 

Footstraps: 4 adjustable 

Warranty period: lyear ~~ 

SPORT irs’ SPECIFICATION _ 

Length: 3.65 m 

Width: 66cm" 

Volume: 2201 


Weight: _ 

Material: 

Sail: _ 

Mast: _ 

Mast Extension: 

Boom: 

Skeg: 

Daggerboard: 

Footstraps: 

Warranty period: 


18 kg _ 

ASA Lite/EPS Foam Core 

5.5 m Vitesse (2.00 m boom) 

Sportex 4.65 m, 7.1 stiffness 

North, 15 cm 

1.85 m - 2.30 m telescopic, 

adjustable _ 

22 cm, hooked Lexan 

62 cm, plastic, fully retractable 

4 adjustable (positions on board 
for 8) _ 

1 year 

























































































BRITAIN'S MOST COMPREHENSIVE 


GUIDE TO WINDSURFING AT 


riUlVIh AIMD ABROAD 


- lheW ortdotP«e. 
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County by county guides to shops, schools and clubs with details on brands 
stocked, tuition, hire costs, club facilities and much, much more. 


To Ocean Publications, 22-24 Buckingham Palace Road, London SW1W OQP 


Please send me.copies of The Daily Mail/Peter Stuyvesant Travel Windsurfing Guide 1985/86 at£5.00 (plus £1.50 PEtP) 

lencloseacheque/POfor£ .made payable to Ocean Publications Ltd. 

I prefer you to charge £.to my Access/Mastercard/Visa, Trustcard N°. 

Signed.NAME. 


ADDRESS 
















LATEST IN 
SOFTWARE FROM 


WINDSURF 


In silver grey or navy blue they're 
the hottest thing on the beach 



/•shirts Il\lavy\ whitsj . £4.00 plus 25 p&p 

Sweatshirts (Navy,grey,white) . £8.50 plus sopp&p ' 

Sports shirts (Navy, white) . £9.00 plus 25 PP &p y 

Hooded sweatshirts (Navy,grey) . .£12.50 ptussop p&p 

Jogging pants (Navy,grey) . £9.00plus so P p&p 

Sops (Navy,white). . £3.00plus25p P & P 

Body Warmers (Navy,grey,red) .. £24.95 plus rspp&p 


Sees Available: 

St32"/34"), M04"/3SV. 1138" 401. XL(42"44") 


■— X 
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Hardware by Triumph 
Software by Windsurf’ 
Floppy discs by Tig 





TO OCEAN WORLD, HIGH ST, COWES, 1.0. W. 


Description 

eg T-shirts, caps, eta 

Colour 

She 

Quantity 

Amount 

including 

POP 






TOTAL 



Please tick Postal Order □ Cheque □ 
Access □ Bardaycard □ 

Card No: .. 


Please make cheques/P. O's payable to OCEAN WORLD 

Name . 

Address . 


Windsurf Offer 
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These companies are specialists in building custom boards according to 
the specifications and needs of the individual rider. Each board is a finely 
tuned instrument, to match and enhance your performance. 


^ 1985 Ocean Publications 
Limited 





















320 cm BOARDTEST 


KLEPPER 


S306 


Last month, as part of our 320cm board test , we looked at the K/epper 
S306 but inadvertently called it the S304 (the name of its longer 
cousin, a 370, tested the month before). To make matters even worse 
we then credited it in the accompanying photos with having a Hi Fly 
rig! So, for the benefit of board test collectors and the manufacturers 
alike, here is the test as it should have appeared. 


Price as tested: £689.00 (inc.VAT) 
Manufacturer/Importer: Topsurfer Ltd, la Abercrombie 
Street, London SW11 2JB. Tel: 01-223 7549 
Country of manufacture: West Germany 
Designer: Helmut 8- Anneliese Wanke 


HULL DATA 

Description: 

Double concave pintail with wings 

| Material: 

Polycarbonate/ABS laminate hull — PU core 

I Length: 

Measured: 317cm 

Quoted: 320cm 

1 Width: 

Measured: 66cm 

Quoted: 66cm 

1 Weight: 

Measured: 16kg 

Quoted: 13.5kg 

| Volume: 

140 Litres 

Daggerboard: 

Fully retracting Allgaier 

Skegs: 

1 tapered football 

Mast fitting: 

Foot operated track 

| Footstraps: 

6 

| Towing eye* 

Yes 



R/GDATA 

Sail: 

6.1m 2 Unterberger NPU Ultra Wing 
rotational. 6 full length tapered battens. 

Boom: 

Sectional adjustable. 

Mast: 

4.65 epoxy 

Mast stiffness: 

7.1 

Universal: 

Synthetic rubber power-joint 

Mast foot: 

Klepper adjustable 

Total rig weight: 

8.0kg 

Warranty period: 

12 Months 


KL EPPER S306 

The Klepper S306 is an 
update of their S206 model. 
The hull shows the latest 
design trends with a double 
concave quite early in the 
nose that deepens as it reaches 
the tail. The board is quite 
short but it is wider than the 
others on test so it felt quite 
stable. However, the early 
concave does cause stability 
problems when tacking due to 
nose diving and again when 
trying to uphaul with the mast 
track in any position other 


than right back. Gybing 
presents no problems though, 
and the S306 responds well to 
foot steering. In spite of its 
weight it does clear the water 
relatively easily and overall 
impressions are of rapid 
response to gusts. In light 
winds the performance 
transforms rather radically. 
The comfortable feeling 
present during higher wind 
sailing gives way to something 
more akin to instability and 
the daggerboard becomes not 



1 Conditions: Force 5 8 2 


1 PERFORMANCE 

QUALITY 

1 Stability at rest 

— 

Hull 

+ 

1 Ease of planing 

+ 

Daggerboard 

+ 

| Speed 

+ 

Skeg(s) 

0 

1 Directional stability 

+ 

Mast track 

+ + 

| Tacking 

0 

Footstraps 

0 

Gybing 

+ + 

Non-slip 

+ + 

Footsteering 

+ + 

Sail 

+ + 

Beating 

0 

Boom quality 

+ 

Running 

— 

Boom stiffness 

+ 

Jumping 

+ 

Inhaul fitting 

+ 

Overall performance 

+ 

Rig efficiency 

+ + 

Value for money 

+ 

Rig weight 

+ 


Key: -= Poor; — = Below Average; 

0 = Average; + = Good; + + = Very Good 


just an upwind necessity. 

The S306 maintains the rest 
of the Klepper range’s high 
standards with a very nice 
finish to the deck. The mast 
track, now redesigned, is a 
good deal easier to operate. 
However, footstrap 
adjustment can be either too 
stiff or too loose! The 
daggerboard case is fitted 
with an addition to the 
standard Allgaier casing: a 
small booster button to kick it 
down the first inch or so 


making it that bit easier on 
the feet to operate. 

The sail is the rotational 
version of the model tested 
last month with the S304. 
With six battens in a scrim 
double Mylar material, the 
Ultra Wing proved powerful 
yet maintained controllability 
during gusts. The Klepper 
S306 is, without doubt, a 
higher wind board. Given 
winds of Force 4 and more, it 
will reward you with a lot of 
fun. 










































































































































































TAKE OFF 


W5AM POOL 


ABOARD ABIC 


Length 3.8m. Width 0.65m. 
t) vol.220L. Weight 19kg. 
Shape squaretail. PE (blow 
moulded). 2-position 
mastfoot. 60% retractable 
dagger board. Removable 
skeg. 


Bic Marine is the world's largest manufacturer 
of sailboards. 

Indeed, Bic sailboards for experienced 
windsurfers are renowned. But this doesn't mean 
that Bic has forgotten the beginner. Far from it. 

The Bic 250, for example, is perfect for 
beginners to the sport. Polyethylene blow- 
moulded, this ‘all round’ board weighs only 19kg. 
And, to provide more stability for the beginner, 
the dagger board is just 60% retractable. 
Making the 250 ideally suited for all the family. 

The same goes for the Bic Wing which, 
constructed from ASA/Polystyrene, has an 
anticavitation skeg and weighs a mere 18kg. 


Length 3.75m. 

Width 0.65m. Vol. 210L 
Weight 18kg. Shape 
pintail double winger. 
ASA/Polystyrene. 

Rail mastfoot. 

100% retractable 
dagger board. 
Anticavitation skeg. 


Indeed, the Wing has become a classic board 
with quite a competition pedigree. It is also the 
world’s biggest selling board. 

For all round fun, the Bic 650 is hard to beat. 
With a rail mastfoot and anticavitation skeg, the 
650 weighs in at only 18kg and sports a 100% 
retractable dagger board. 

The Bic Marine range of fun sailboards 
for beginners. Consult your local Bic Marine 


BIC WING 



Length 3.78m. Width 0.68m 
vol. 210L. Weight 18kg. 
Shape squaretail. 
ASA/Polystyrene. 

2-position mastfoot. 

60% retractable 
dagger board. 
Anticavitation skeg. 




Centre for more details. 




YOU1L NEVER BE BORED ON /\ BIC BOAR[>j 


A Division of Biro Bic Ltd. Whitby Avenue, London NW10. Tel: 01-965 4060 











































Windsurfer Class Association GB 


cu> V 

WINJSUtFER 


» MARINE 


BEGINNERS - 
TRY A BiC 250 

The ideal beginners board 


BiC 750 

Ken Winner Replica” 
ONLY £269.00 

inc. VAT 

BOARD OF THE YEAR 
1985 PARIS BOAT SHOW 






NOW 

AVAILABLE 


FAST DIV.1 RACING BOARD 
BIC WING /ex\ 
ONLY £230.00 inc vat \ rig / 


250 

£299t59at 

210 

£399-99, 

650 

£479-99 

WING 

£353-99 


For further information, contact your 
nearest BiC Marine Centre or send for details 
from:- BiC Marine, Whitby Ave, Park Royal, 
London nwio 7SG. Telephone: 01-965 4060 

-— CUT HERE-- 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


.Code. 


*£% (Bi€?) -MARiNE 


Windsurfer 2000 
Exciting news for the future of 
Windsurfer Class has reached me 
from Italy where it seems the 
long-time importer has been given 
a licence to produce a new 
version of the Windsurfer using 
ASA. The new board is based on 
the One-Design but comes with 
more buoyancy in the nose — 
thus counteracting one of the 
major criticism of Schweitzer’s 
ill-fated boards which appeared 
last year. Other features are a 
retracting daggerboard that really 
works, an F2 mast-track and a* 
high-aspect rig using a new sail 
which will probably be made by 
the excellent sailmakers 
Raudaschl of Germany. 

Following a rather depressing 
impromptu general meeting of the 
class in Tenby at which the 
general feeling was that the 
American price structure was 
bound to kill the class in this 
country, it is great to report that 
we not only have a European 
manufacturer again but that there 
is to be a Windsurfer that will 
compete on specification with 
other products around. 

We are told that one of the 
new boards is to be provided for 
each competitor at the European 
Championships and that if it is 
generally considered acceptable a 
licence should be granted to sell 
the board throughout Europe. 

The price if it comes to this 
country is expected to be around 
£500 complete and the 
manufacturers hope to be able to 
make a special offer to all paid- 
up members of national class 
associations. 

Tenby Q Event 

30 sailors made the long journey 
down to Wales over Whitsun 
weekend for the first sailboard 
event ever hosted by Tenby 
Sailing Club. Tenby is a great 
place for boardsailing with a 
choice of sheltered or exposed 
beaches and the club must be 
congratulated for their excellent 
organisation of what was for 
them a very unfamiliar type of 
racing. 

Not sure of our capabilities, 
they laid the first course rather 
cautiously but they soon realised 
we could cope with rough 
weather and were happy to lay 
courses in more open water. 

The first race was held in a 
blustery Force 3 to 4 which was 
very shifty below the castle where 
the windward mark was laid. 

Paul Flint led from start to finish 
closely followed by Peter Thorn 
who proceeded to hit the 
committee boat as he crossed the 
line. An indication of the 
closeness of the racing is that by 
the time he had rerounded Peter 
had dropped to 9th. 

The second race took place in a 
bit more wind and although Paul 
Flint once again took the lead 
Greg Willcocks gradually worked 
his way up after an indifferent 
start and crossed the line first. 

Sunday dawned with a very 
light wind which increased during 
the day to Force 4-5. Gareth 
Yeoman was first to the 
windward mark in the third race 
but was soon passed by Peter 
Thorn who was determined to 


make up for his mistake in the 
first race. He won the 4th race as 
well after leading most of the way 
but as in previous races was 
closely chased by Paul Flint and 
Clive Whaley. 

Going into the last race either 
of the two little birdies could 
have won overall but it was Clive 
Whaley who took the lead and at 
the last mark he was way in front 
of Peter Thorn in second place. 
Amazingly and in spite of a loose 
cover Peter managed to get past 
on the last beat to take the event, 
with Paul 2nd and Clive 3rd 
overall. 

Results: 

A Group: 1st Paul Flint; 2nd 
Gareth Yeoman; 3rd Mike 
Blekinsop. 

B Group: 1st Clive Whaley; 2nd 
John Haigh; 3rd Richard Nutall. 
C Group: 1st Peter Thom; 2nd 
Dave Smith; 3rd Giani Caira. 

D Group: 1st Greg Willocks; 2nd 
Jonathan Nicoll; 3rd Chris Liles. 
Ladies: 1st Linda Rackam; 2nd 
Sue Smith; 3rd Louise Kenny. 
Youth: Richard Nuttall. 

Veteran: James Francis. 

Meanwhile. . . 

The day after the Tenby Q event 
I forsook the cold and wet for a 
fornight cruising in the 
Caribbean. 

I can heartily recommend the 
area to anyone looking for a 
windsurfing holiday in the warm 
as it always seems to be windy. 
Every yacht has at least one 
board on deck and in Martinique, 
which seems to be the island most 
attuned to boardsailing, I even 
saw a 35 foot ketch carrying 4 
sinkers in specially made racks on 
the transom. 

The French guys on board 
spent the morning doing whatever 
French guys normally do in the 
morning and when the wind got 
up at around midday they all 
jumped into the sea and spent the 
rest of the day blasting up and 
down in the sunshine. 

It was while sailing in 
Martinique that I had the new 
experience of dolphin-jumping. 
These friendly creatures always 
show an interest in passing yachts 
and as we sailed from island to 
island they were often to be seen 
elegantly frolicking under our 
bows. Much as they like yachts 
they certainly do not like boards. 

I had rented a Bic 700 and was 
enjoying some chop-jumping in 
the bay of Fort de France when 
about twenty dolphins appeared 
reaching inland on a course at 
right angles to mine. As I sped 
through the pack they scattered in 
all directions, doing their own bit 
of wave jumping as they went 
and the last I saw of them they 
were heading back out to sea as 
fast as their fins would take 
them. Obviously, while a yacht 
appears like a friendly whale, the 
Bic 700 looked more like a shark 
and they were not going to hang 
around to check it out. A pity 
really as they are very friendly 
and attractive creatures and if 
persuaded could made an exciting 
freestyle routine. 

Next month — back to reality. 
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or large industrial sites where 
gravel is excavated for road 
construction and so on. Most 
are owned by someone 
(private or council) and, 
realising they are on to a 
good thing, will try to charge 
you for sailing on them. It is 
common for shops to lease 
them in order to demonstrate 
equipment, teach and run 
.club racing. This is not a bad 
thing as it means you can go 
along, pay a day fee, join or 
hire a board and sail in safety 
with other locals and use any 
facilities on the site. Gravel 
pits are very safe because if 
you have problems you can 
only drift as far as the lee 
shore. 

Luxborough Lane Lake in 
Essex is a good example of a 
gravel pit. Used by Interclub 
Windsurfing, it is situated in 
Chigwell near the Mil. The 
lake is set in pleasant green 
surroundings and parking is 
on the waterfront itself. 
Launching could not be easier 
and there is a small lake 
connected to the main water 
which is ideal for teaching as 
there is no interference from 
more experienced sailors. 
Joining the club gives you the 
added bonus of being able to 
race, go on club outings to 
the coast and rave it up at the 
numerous social events laid 
on for members. 

The average sort of cost for 
this sort of thing appears to 
be around the £50 per year 
mark including the joining 


A convenient place to sail is not 
always easy to find. Andy Barrett 
takes a look at the alternatives 
available. 


Windsurfing in this country is 
still very much a young sport, 
but recent years have seen 
boardsailors grow into one of 
the largest group of water- 
users in the country. 

Many recent recruits to 
windsurfing will have bought 
boards over the past few 
months and will now be 
thinking of joining a club and 
establishing their own regular 
sailing spots. At first you may 
think this is easy — find a 
pond, throw your board on to 
it and away you go. Unfor¬ 
tunately, it is rarely as simple 
as this (or as cheap). Local 
by-laws, club regulations, 
water authorities and safety 
considerations all combine to 
complicate matters. 

In the UK we are lucky to 
be in no short supply of that 
wet stuff called water. We can 


put it into three basic cate¬ 
gories: i) the sea, ii) inland 
waters and iii) rivers and 
estuaries. Each of these can 
be sub-divided into different 
types of locations with 
different prevailing 
conditions, rules and 
facilities. 

The Gravel Pit 

Anything with the word ‘pit’ 
incorporated in its name may 
not sound very attractive, but 
most gravel pits used for sail¬ 
ing are, of course, really ex¬ 
gravel pits filled with water. 
The majority in the UK are 
also landscaped and 
‘beautified’ to blend in with 
the previously undisturbed 
surroundings. 

Like all sailing venues, 
gravel pits have their good 
and bad points. They are 
usually found near motorways 


Shortage? 


fee. Day fees are around £4. 
You are left pretty much to 
your own devices, although 
there are often local by-laws 
to comply with. Buoyancy 
aids, for example, are often 
required. 

The disadvantages of gravel 
pits are two-fold; first of all, 
sailing space can be limited. It 
can be very frustrating when 
you really get going, get 
hooked in, and start thinking 
about perfecting your latest 
trick, an aerial off-the-chop 
duck gybe perhaps, when 
before you’ve even got to the 
off-the-chop bit you are off 
up the bank instead and 
slicing someone’s picnic 
sandwiches in half with your 
skeg. Gravel pits can also 
suffer from very gusty winds 
caused by interference from 
escarpments, trees, buildings 
etc, but then this can be said 
of many inland waters. 

Docklands 

The redundancy of many of 
the country’s docks has given 
developers the opportunity of 
putting them to various 
recreational uses. In London 
alone there is a great deal of 
money being poured into 
dockland’s development. And 
not just for watersports of 
course, but big business, 
sports stadiums, museums and 
other interesting enterprises as 
well. 

This makes them an attrac¬ 
tive proposition to people 
working and living in the 
surrounding metropolis. In 
East London two such places 
spring to mind, Albatross 
Windsurfing on the Isle of 
Dogs and Peter Chilver’s 
Windsurfing in the Royal 
Victoria Docks. Both are 
convenient in that you can 
pop along on your way home 
from work and have a quick 
thrash on your board. Both 
have good facilities including 
showers, changing rooms, 
easy parking, spares on site, 
board and wetsuit hire, 
tuition, hot and cold food, 
good rescue facilities, board 
storage and so on... These are 
all things which make sailing 
more pleasant and convenient. 
Being able to come off the 
water and have a shower, get 
changed and have a cup of 
tea and a hot dog is much 
better than sitting on a beach 
with chattering teeth, a wet 
car seat and sand in your 
soup. 

If there is no wind or you 
get bored with windsurfing 
(God forbid!) there are many 
other things to do such as 
waterskiing, dinghy sailing 
and canoeing. Again, it is 
difficult to come to grief and I 
there are no long trecks when 
the tide goes out (because it 
doesn’t!). The water is flat 
and good for learning. As 
docks have high walls, 
pontoons are often used to 
facilitate launching and Peter I 
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Chilvers even has a man-made 
beach as an option. 

You should expect to pay 
something like £50 a year to 
I sail on most docks. Day fees 
are around £3 per board. 

Winds can be gusty, unless 
they are blowing straight up 
| and down the dock when 
they are a little more 
I constant. This is due to the 
fact that most docks are lined 
with warehouses which on one 
hand interfere and the other 
hand act as wind tunnels. 

Most docks are only use- 
able under the auspices of a 
dub or official supervision. If 
you turn up at any old dock 
and throw your board in you 
will probably be on the 
receiving end of some “more 
than my job’s worth” from a 
funny little man with shiny 
buttons. 

Reservoirs 

Reservoirs provide some of 
the best inland-water sailing 
conditions in Britain. The 
large reservoirs dotted around 
many cities provide attractive 
alternatives to gravel pits or 
long drives to the coast. 

Reservoirs are usually large, 
being flooded valleys, or 
specially built-up structures 
(such as those found in the 
Thames Valley) with clean 
wind. 

People have been sailing 
dinghies on reservoirs for 
years. The water authorities 
are quite happy about this. In 
America, they pay people to 
drive motorboats up and 
down, churning up the water 
and so mixing algae and 
bacteria. In the UK, clubs do 
| this with their sailing craft 
and pay for the privilege. This 
symbiotic relationship has 
lead to clubs being set up at 
reservoirs across the country 
with luxuries like changing 
rooms, bars, galleys, rescue 
facilities etc. ali laid on for the 
sailors. Boardsailors merely 
have to join existing sailing 
clubs. 

Reservoirs, like gravel pits 
and docks, are safe because 
they are contained and have 
strict safety regulations. One 
such place is The King George 
V Sailing Club in Chingford. 

A well established dinghy 
sailing club, it has good 
facilities and a good social 
section. Launching is easy and 
sailing is very good. The 
rescue boats must be on the 
water before sailing is allowed 
and everyone must wear a 
wetsuit and harness/buoyancy 
aid. Boardsailing is limited 
to weekends and three even¬ 
ings a week in the summer. 

All reservoirs are subject to 
various regulations laid down 
by their respective governing 
authorities and these fre¬ 
quently concern hygiene. The 
wearing of drysuits is 
compulsory on all Thames 
Valley reservoirs for example. 
This regulation is based on 
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the rather dubious theory that 
should you wish to relieve 
yourself whilst sailing, a 
drysuit acts as more of an 
incentive to return to the 
clubhouse than a wetsuit 
does! Sheep, which grace the 
banks of some reservoirs, are 
exempt from this regulation, 
despite the fact that they 
regard reservoirs as huge 
toilet bowls. 

Lakes 

These come in all shapes and 
sizes and are impossible to 
generalise. The majority of 
larger natural lakes are not 
subject to the same sort of 
limitations as the areas we 
have just looked at. This is 
because most are shared by 
councils, farmers, sailing 
clubs and organisations such 
as the National Trust. This 
prevents one body taking the 
whole place over. Lake 
Windermere, in Cumbria’s 
beautiful Lake District, is a 
good example. 

Set in a deep valley, the 
lake is several miles long, so 
offering almost sea-like 
conditions at times. The sur¬ 
rounding hills can make for 
very flukey winds unless it is 
blowing straight up or down 
the lake, however. There is 
plenty of room to express 
yourself but you must be 
more careful when assessing 
whether or not to sail. If you 
lose control of the situation 
you can finish up miles from 
your launching point. There 
are the added dangers of a 
Sealink ferry (which services 
the lake) and the many other 
powerboat users on the lake. 

However, with the right 
conditions, sailing on Lake 
Windermere is fabulous and 
the view is breathtaking. 

There are many outdoor acti¬ 
vity centres, schools and clubs 
in the area. One such place is 
West Mooreland Watersports 
at the Beach Hill Hotel just 
south of Bowness. Here, you 
can launch off the jetty, hire 
boards, have lessons, buy 
boards or participate in a wide 
range of other activities 
ranging from waterskiing to 
abseiling. 

At the other end of the 
scale there are places like 
Fairlop Lake, a small man¬ 
made venue near Barkingside 
in London. This has all the 
usual facilities and is similar 
to a gravel pit type set-up. 

Rivers and Estuaries 

Rivers and estuaries can be 
grouped together as most 
‘river sailing’ is actually on 
river estuaries. There are 
obviously some exceptions, 
such as Bumham-on-Crouch 
and some parts of the 
Thames, but due to flow and 
width, tacking back to your 
original starting point can be 
slow and laborious, making 
sailing on most rivers well 
nigh impossible. 



Inland venues can sometimes suffer from slight wind 
shadows! 

Photos: Jack Curtis. 



Photo: D. Edmund-Jones. 
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Some sailing spots can be subject to severe 
restrictions! 


Estuaries are salt water 
river mouths that widen and 
join the sea. They vary greatly 
in format but all are tidal to 
varying degrees. Along the 
Devon Coast there are many 
beautiful estuaries where 
rivers have cut deep into the 
rock forming picturesque 
natural harbours that are 
sheltered and relatively safe. 
Salcombe is one such place. A 


nineteenth century port nest¬ 
ling in a natural harbour just 
east of Plymouth, it has 
become very popular among 
small boat owners. A sand 
bar at the sea entrance slows 
the tide and makes swimming 
and windsurfing off the many 
gently shelving sandy beaches 
quite safe. There are large 
launching ramps where entry 
is easy. After a short sail 










































Although the sea offers the most potential for 
windsurfing, it can also be the most dangerous. 

Photo: Keir Francis. 


upstream towards Kingston, 
the land flattens out, giving 
way to strong constant winds 
which can sometimes howl 
over the flat water — ideal 
for any budding Fred 
Haywoods. Launching costs 
around £6 and is payable to 
the Harbour Master who 
patrols the area and provides a 
rescue service. This upper part 
of the estuary is ideal for 
beginners while down towards 
the sea lie sand banks 
providing challenging waves. 

Local rules restrict landing 
on some beaches used by 
swimmers and state that you 
must enter the water via a 
launching site and pay a fee. 

The Blackwater estuary on 
the East Coast is a different 
kettle of fish. Flatter and 
more exposed, it experiences 
stronger winds and provides 
testing conditions. There is a 
deep water channel running 
from the sea entrance at 
Brad well Waterside right up 
past Stone. At half tide this 
can become quite exciting 
with the wind in the right 
place. A three to four foot 
“breaking” swell, with flat 
water only waist deep on 
either side, is good practice 
for intermediates learning to 
sail short boards in swells. It 
is always worth talking to the 
locals here as the tide can be 
strong and fresh winds often 
spring up from nowhere. 

Stone provides a slightly 
sheltered section of water 
which is safe for less 
experienced sailors (as long as 
they keep within the marker 
buoys). Launching is easy and 
a ramp leads to the waterside 
(at all states of the tide) for 
the convenience of dinghy 
and powerboat users. The 
Stone pub on the waterfront 
provides excellent scampi for 
bored wives, husbands or 
friends and the sailing club 
has changing and toilet 
facilities. 


on the sea. Britain being an 
island, every coast is dif¬ 
ferent. All they have in 
common is that they are wet, 
salty and potentially far more 
dangerous than the banks of a 
lake or reservoir. 

Much more care has to be 
taken when sailing on the sea. 

I don’t want to drone on 
about safety but some people 
see pictures of Johnny 
Beachboy wave jumping at 
places like Bigbury Bay and 
think that it looks easy. Many 
find out the hard way that it 
isn’t, the main downfall being 
an unrealistic assessment of 
the situation and lack of local 
knowledge. Bigbury Bay, 
despite being something of a 
shortboard sailor’s mecca is 
also very dangerous. Strong 
tides and currents at the 
rivermouth coupled with a 
heavy swell, waves and strong 
winds are a fatal mix. On a 
quiet day it can be as safe and 
fun as anywhere else however, 
providing you keep to the 
recommended areas. 

Sea sailing venues such as 
the famous Hayling Island 
can be challenging to even the 
best of British sailors. But, 
again, on a tamer day, the 
sandbanks at either end of 
Hayling’s waterfront effec¬ 
tively produce a semi-lagoon 
from half tide onwards. 

On the whole, the sea is the 
most rewarding and enjoyable 
place to sail. You are not 
limited by banks and, with 
the exception of parking 
charges, sailing is free. There 
are many clubs and facilities 
at coastal venues although 
some have long walks at low 
tide. You can obtain details 
of these together with local 
bye-laws, prevailing con¬ 
ditions etc. in publications 
like the Daily Mail Peter 
Stuyversant Travel 
Windsurfing Guide and the 
A A Guide to the British 
Coast. The latter gives very 
detailed information on the 
coastline and indicates 
suitable stretches of coast for 
windsurfing. 


The Sea 

It is impossible to generalise 
on conditions, facilities, costs, 
regulations involved in sailing 
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The Choice is yours — ALL these Casio Watersports have... Time-Day- 
Date, Daily Alarm, 1/100 sec Stopwatch, Countdown Timer/Alarm, 12/24 
hour formats, Night Light, 5-year battery, 1 year Guarantee, Buttons can 
operate under water on 100m and 200m watches. 

G-SHOCK with special built-rn dampers is the ultimate shock/ knock 
resistant watch — it has also has a recessed lens and a 7-year battery! 

[elVJ using the coupon below, our low prices are also POST 
FREE! If you are not satisfied just return as new within 7 days for a full- 
refund. 


SHOP THE EASY POST FREE 


I Please send me 


• G-SHOCK 

I RHP £41.951 

I 200 meter 

£35.95 

□ 

1 DW210 

£19.95 

■ (ARP £22.951 

1 200 meter 

■ 

□ 

W700 

1 (RAP £18.951 

£16.95 

□ 

| 100 meter 

1 W26 

£13.95 

1 (RRP £15.95) 

1 50 meter 

□ 


S 01-200 0674 


To: SPORTSMAIL (DeptW8) 

9A Wells Drive 
London NW9 8DH 

I enclose cheque/postal orders for £_ 

payable to SportsMail, or charge my ACCESS 

Card_ 

Name __ 


Address . 


Post Code. 
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Special Offer 


CASIO 

Watersports 


Our new 
boomcleats 


Tits over 
hard rubber 
covering on 
all sizes of 
boom. 


Simple fitting 


G-SHOCK 1 


DW210 


SAVE 

£2 


200 

Meter 


SAVE 

£6 


SURF* 

BOARDS PARTNER 

Fanatic, Surf Partner, Alpha, Wayler 
Complete ranges in stock 
ma Demonstrators Available 

SAILS 

wayler Hood, Mountifield, Devries FANATIC 

STEAMERS/DRYSUITS 

Spartan, Marlin, Tiki 

ACCESSORIES 

Hi-Jumpers, Cowabanga, Mast Ext. Short Booms, 
Skegs, Custom Bits, Tiki, etc. 

SCHOOL 

R.Y.A. Courses, also Surf gybe Jump Classes 

HIRE 

Boards, Wet Suits, Roof-Racks. 


ALL OTHERS FOLLOW 


29 North West Circus Place, 
Edinburgh 
EH3 6TP 

Telephone 031-225 6951 | 
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Two versions are 
available: nylon CL243 
for all-round boards; 
aluminium CL244 for 
greater wear resistance 
when used with higher 
loads. 


Your hands 
slide comfortably 
over the clamp while 
sailing. 


Clamcleats Limited 

Watchmead Welwyn Garden City Hertfordshire AL7 1AP 

Windsurfing UK 

Waterloo Road Bidford on Avon Alcester Warwickshire B50 4JH 





















































MARRY THE B.F.A. AND HAVE FUN 
EVER AFTER 


Steven 

wxx 











Funboard Training 
Following the instructor’s course 


site, where even the world’s best 
go through equipment at a rate of 
knots. 

On the social side, we found 
dozens of good restaurants where 
one can have a super fish meal 
with wine for around £4. The 
supermarkets have everything 
from croissants to good Spanish 
champagne for £2.50 a bottle. 

The latter is guaranteed to set 
you up for a great windsurfing 
day if had for breakfast! We plan 
to have cocktail parties, 
barbeques etc, every other night 
during the racing week. 

The Proteam race directors will 
be Freddy Gale, Chris Daisy, 
Steven Schrier and Dave White. 


NEWSLETTER 


Wimpey/Lagoon Cup 

The BFA Chairman (Chris Daisy) 
and I have just returned from a 
very enjoyable recce of Lanzarote 
escored by ex-patriot Dave White. 
We can report that the winds 
blow hard, the beaches are sandy 
and the natives very friendly. 

Competitors and their 
companions for the January 1986 
event will be housed in very 
comfortable Lanzarote villa 
apartments in Puerto del 
Carman, neighbouring the sandy 
Playa de los Pocillos beach. 

Here, Jose has his well known 
windsurfing school and this is 
where we will probably run the 
slalom and course racing events. 

A slight shift in wind will have us 
move a quarter mile to Playa de 
Matagorda. The wave 
performance competition is 
planned to take place at Los 


Charcos by the famous Sheraton 
Salinas Hotel. It looks like the 
Hanging Gardens of Babylon but 
because it stops so much wind we 
cannot run the slalom from there. 
However, two breakwaters 
running out to sea will give the 
judges and camera touting 
spectators an excellent 
opportunity to watch the best 
wave jumpers perform. 
Sailboard’s wave fanatic, Mark 
Woods, is already booked to take 
part. The No.2 windsurfer in 
Spain, Freidle Laetsch from 
Germany, runs an F2 school from 
Los Charcos and he will be 
leading the international 
contingent. Prize groups will be 
divided into British, international 
and local. There was talk of 
going to the famous Famara Bay 
for the wave performance event 
but this is a real mast breaking 


run by senior BFA pro Peter 
Hart in conjunction with RYA 
coach, Phil Jones, there are now 
a number of schools which can 
properly teach long board sailors 
to easily transfer to short baords. 
There is no question that a few 
hours with an expert will save 
days of frustration. The courses 
may seem expensive but will 
probably save much more 
expensive insurance claims. 

I was talking to Simon 
Bornhoft recently. As well as 
being the strongman half in the 
Paula Wickins ‘Sunday Times 
Page One’ team, he runs the 
funboard course at the West 
Wittering Windsurfing Club. The 
Funboard 1 course, which follows 
the new RYA curriculum, is 
designed for the Funboard 
beginner. Simon’s Funboard 2 
course is more advanced and 


consists of three hours of very 
personal tuition. 

It is very important that 
members seeking funboard tuition 
check that their instructors are 
RYA approved for funboards. 
The school should also allow you 
to change dates at the last minute 
if weather conditions are 
unsuitable. No wind, no course, 
no fee. 

Race Directing 
Reading all the reports of our 
spring series, I suddenly realised 
what a good time everyone else 
was having. Freddy Gale and I 
live in a world where the slightest 
cock-up is a disaster and nothing 
short of perfection is acceptable. 

Keir Francis’s article in the 
June issue, ‘Never on a Funday’, 
poking fun at the antics we all get 
up to at windsurfing events had 
me laughing for days. He 
certainly pin-pointed most of our 
problems. The biggest one is the 
time competitors have to sit on 
the beach during slaloms waiting 
to find out when their next heat 
is when they could be wave 
hopping. The great advantage of 
the summer break in our racing 
programme is that we have had 
time to work on new ideas to get 
round this and other problems, 
and these will be unveiled at 
Bournemouth for the first event 
of the autumn series in the British 
Funboard Cup. 

Vinta Ladies Cup 

The prizes for the spring series of 
this event are now available from 
Vinta. Will the prize winners 
please contact Peter Clark, 

Scanro Ltd, Unit 99/15, North 
Tyne Ind.Estate, Longbenton, 

Tyne and Wear, NE12 9SZ. 

Happiness is. . . 

Standing in the loo at Arrecife 
Airport, Lanzarote, while waiting 
for the London flight and finding 
Julian Kendal similarly occupied 
beside you, on his way to 
Fuerteventura. 

Sai/numbers 

Due to the big turnover in sails, 
we have to recognise that 
funboarders will often race 
without sailnumbers. We shall 
issue backnumbers at our BFA 
Cup events to those without 
sailnumbers, but must point out 
that it is the competitor’s 
responsibility to ensure the race 
director can see the number. 


B.F.A. Membership application form 

I wish to become a member of the BFA. 

Full membership □ £10 (including annual subscription to Windsurf Magazine). 

Family membership Q 15 (including annual subscription to Windsurf Magazine). 

Tick as applicable. 

I have been issued with sail N °. hv a , . 

I am sponsored by (if applicable). My Club js 

I own a Course Board □ Slalom Board □ Wave Board □ 


Name. . A . 

Date of Birth (if under 19) 
Address. 


e N .Total amount enclosed £. 

aod P bv i .heRYA milV membership ' 9ive names of a " ,hose fe « uifi "9 sail numbers. Our sail numbers are recognised internationally 

BFA. 163 West Lane, Hayling Island. Hants, P011 OJW. Telephone: 0705 4635/95 
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1986 Programme 

Applications to host 1986 British 
Funboard Cup events are now 
arriving at HQ. If you club 
wishes to apply, write now. The 
programme will be finalised on 
1st October. 

Next Events 
21st-22nd September — 
Poole/Bournemouth British 
Funboard Cup. (Pros start 19th) 
5th-6th October — Scottish 
Funboard Cup. 

12th-13th October — Round 
Hayling Race. 

26th-27th October — British 
Funboard Cup, Hayle. (Pros start 
24th). 

All enquiries on the above to: 
Steven Schrier, 

163 West Lane, Hayling Island, 
Hants, POll OJW. Tel: 0705 
463595. 
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UKBSA National 
Series 

Events 5 and 6 
Sponsored by Captain 
Morgans Rum 

Strong winds up to Force 7 
and choppy waters are not 
ideal Div II conditions, but 
top displacement board sailors 
managed to complete 
Saturday’s two races in the 
Captain Morgan National 
Series held at Whitstable. 

Most sailors probably found 
it easier to remember the 
order of mark rounding than 
to actually remember the 
name of the event, the official 
title of which is comprised of 
fourteen words, (the 1985 
United Kingdom Boardsailing 
Association Captain Morgans 
Spiced Rum National Series 
Event V). 

Fortunately for some of the 
aspiring youngsters in the 
fleet, the event was also a 
qualifier for the World Youth 
team, and so they were 
required to sail on Div I 
boards rather than the hard to 
handle Div II boards. To the 
relief of many, the winds had 
moderated by the Sunday. 

The organisers managed to 
hold four races and at least 
the majority of the fleet were 
able to finish. With so many 
divisions, fleets, and and 
weight groups, nearly 
everyone managed a place in 
the top ten. (For results see 
below). 

Later in the month it was 
on to Felixstowe for the 6th 
and penultimate event in the 
series and the first one to 
produce ideal Open Class 
racing conditions; sunny skies 
and a Force 3 to 4 breeze. 

The event reached a climax in 
the 5th race held late Sunday 
afternoon when after an 
exciting start in which the Div 
II fleet was recalled, twelve 
people managed to come in 
first place. This included the 
talented Malcolm Oliver, 
current Div I champion as 1st 
heavyweight in Div I. 

RESULTS 
Whitstable 
Division / 

Lightweights 1. Barrie 
Edgington, 2. Nick Highton, 
3. Michael Oxley. 
Heavyweights 1. Steve 
Keightley, 2. Sean Cox, 3. 
James King. 

Ladies 1. Lynda Rackham, 2. 
Vanda Young. 3. Natasha 
Pym. 

Lightweight Youth prize 

Simon Keeler 

Heavyweight Senior prize Ian 
Hallam 

Junior Prize Matthew 
Wemms. 
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Division // 

Lightweights 1. Simon 
Goody, 2. William Banham. 

3. Kieran Rotheray. 
Heavyweights 1. John Facey, 
2. Graham Eeles, 3. Peter 
Jackson. 

Ladies 1. Penny Way, 2. 
Michelle Gall, 3. Liz 
Robinson. 

Lightweight Youth Prize 
Brian Morris. 

Lightweight Senior Prize 
David Gould 

Heavyweight Senior Prize 
Terry Pike. 

Felixstowe 
Div 1 

Lightweights 1. Shaun 
Lapworth, 2. Bob Jones, 3. 
Ian Plant. 

Heavyweights 1. Malcolm 
Oliver, 2. Derek Gibson, 3. 
Andy Baker. 

Ladies 1. Vanda Young, 2. 
Louise Kenny, 3. Elaine 
Canty. 

Lightweight senior Richard 
Langford (5th overall). 
Heavyweight senior John 
Collins (6th overall). 

Junior Matthew Wemms (10th 
overall). 

Veteran Pete Garner (9th 
overall) 

Div // 

Lightweight 1. Dave Roberts, 
2. John Knight, 3. Kieran 
Rothery. 

Heavyweight 1. John Facey, 

2. Graham Eeles, 33. Jeff 
Vasey. 

Ladies 1. Christine Connelly, 
2. Marian Stephens. 
Lightweight Youth Brian 
Morris (4th overall). 
Heavyweight Senior Chris 
Hamer (9th overall). 

The Stokes Bay 
Sailboard Marathon 

Sponsored by Gui, 
Windsurfing UK and Larry 
Marks Chandlery. 

The second Stokes Bay 
Sailboard Marathon was held 
this year in decidedly windy 
conditions, Force 6 gusting 7 
at times. In spite of this 56 



Malcolm Oliver 



Ken Black 


sailors signed on to race over 
the slalom course, amongst 
them such famous names as 
Ken Black, Dave Hackford, 
Gordon Fenn, Andy Biggs 
and Malcolm Oliver, the latter 
fresh from his recent round 
Hayling Island speed record. 
In addition to these familiar 
names came an Australian 
mystery, one Rohan Cudmore, 
who is apparently ranked fifth 
in his own country. 

Many of the sailors were on 
short boards and this 
presented problems for them 
in that two of the marks had 
to be tacked around. 
Throughout most of the race 
Ken Black battled with Rohan 
Cudmore, Ken’s Lightwaves 
290 screaming away on the 
reaches and Rohan overtaking 
him as Ken took duckings at 


the tacking marks. After some 
superb gybing, Rohan 
eventually broke away to 
come in first, six minutes 
ahead of Ken. This event is 
sponsored by Gul, and their 
rep was impressed enough by 
the event to say that they will 
probably be increasing their 
sponsorship next year. 

RESULTS 

Overall 

1. Rohan Cudmore (HiFly 
Race pro), 2. Ken Black 
(Lightwaves 290 
Slalom/Hyline sails), 3. Andy 
Biggs (F2 Comet/Hyline sails) 

Division 1 

1. Dave Hackford (Fanatic 
Racy Cat Pro/Gaastra Sails), 

2. Malcolm Oliver (Fanatic 
Racy Cat Pro/Hood Sails), 3. 
Russell Groves (Klepper 204). 

Club Windsurfer 

National 

Championships 

The Windsurfer Nationals, 

‘the best yet’ say the 
organisers, were held this year 
from the 11- 14th July at 
St.Aubins Bay, Jersey. It 
would seem that support is 
building up within the 
Windsurfer Class as seventy 
competitors from England, 
Jersey and Guernsey took 
part in this year’s racing 
despite the less than perfect 
conditions. 

The early races were held in 
light winds with fortunes 
fluctuating wildly. Without 
the benefit of wind, pumping 
seemed to be the order of the 
day, and Bob Alexander’s 
elbows seemed to be the 
dominant pair, giving him 
first place in both races on 
Thursday. 

On the Friday, only one 
triangle race took place and 
spectators were treated to the 
unprecedented sight of Greg 
Willcocks coming home in 
60th place after sailing up the 
wrong side of the beat twice! 
Absence of wind put paid to 
the afternoon’s slalom event, 
as it did to all the planned 
races for Saturday. However, 
Sunday morning brought a 
gusty Force 6 which 
unfortunately put some 
competitors out of the 
running. Of those enthusiasts 
left, Bob Alexander survived 
a start line fracas to win the 
first race from Paul Flint, and 
the second was led from start 
to finish by Clive Whaley who 
took a ducking a few yards 
from the start line but still 
managed to hold onto first 
place. 

The 20 giant-slalom 
competitors treated the crowd 
to a great display of daggers 
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Peter Thorne, 1st lightweight in the Windsurfer 
Nationals, leads 65 boards off the start line. M. Trehoret . 


out gybing and fast reaching 
with some spectacular falls. 

Bob Alexander again 
demonstrated his all-round 
skills with a win from 
Willcocks and Martin 
Alldridge. 

Conditions were close to 
ideal for the freestyle, with 
flat water close to the shore 
but a gusty Force 5 blowing. 
Although freestyle has lately 
been neglected in this 
country, the overall standard 
of sailing was exceptionally 
high, with the sailors ‘going 
for it’ in the blustery 
conditions. Greg Willcocks 
confirmed his position as 
Windsurfer’s best British 
freestylist with his polished 
routine bringing first place and 
the Triathlon prize. Although 
the event attracted no overall 
sponsor, the following helped 
to make the event a great 
success: Communications 
Systems Ltd, The States of 
Jersey Tourism Committee, 

The Harbour Office, 

Resources Recovery Board, 
Dept of Channel Island Yacht 
Club, St.Helier Yacht Club, 
Jersey Marine Electronics, 
Fortuna, Europrint and the 
Mary Ann Brewery. 

(Results unavailable at time of 
going to press). 

Spa Regatta 
Medemblik 

Keeler Et Oxley in Top Six 

Simon Keeler and Michael 
Oxley finished 4th and 6th 
overall at the SPA Regatta in 
Medemblik, Holland, recently 
and in so doing recorded 
Britain’s best ever results at a 
Division II international 
event. 

Simon (15) from Blackpool, 
and Michael, (18) from 
Thorpe Bay, travelled as 
members of the 11-strong 
British Sailing Team and are 
both members of the 
Parbold/RYA Youth 
Boardsailing Squad. This is 
the second international 
regatta the team have 
attended this year as part of 
the RYA’s boardsailing race 
training programme. 

The Regatta was organised 
by the Royal Netherlands 
Yachting Union and the 
Yachts Clubs of Medemblik 
and nearby Andijk. All the 
Olympic classes, except for 
Solings, were represented. 

The quality of the 
boardsailing competition was 
extremely high with 
competitors from France, 
Germany, Sweden, Austria, 
Malta and, of course, 

Holland making up the 
143-strong fleet. Although 
weight groups were used, all 
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the competitors started 
together and an overall result 
was computed. 

Overall: 

1st Eric Bellot (France); 2nd 
Jonas Davidsson (Sweden, 3rd 
Armand Stiens (Holland), 4th 
Simon Keeler (GB), 5th H.V. 
Stekelenborg (Holland), 6th 
Michael Oxley (GB). 

Women: 

1st E.P.Van Corbach 
(Holland) 16.Opts, 2nd Fr 
Vincenti (Malta) 16.7pts; 3rd 
Loes Ladage (Holland) 

24.Opts. British placing: Liz 
Robinson 14th (19 in fleet). 

At I ha I lows to 
Southend Surf 
Partner's Marathon 

A growing interest in 
‘minimum rules’ funboard 
racing in the South East was 
highlighted recently when the 
first ever race across the 
Thames Estuary was held for 
sailboards. Sponsored by Bob 
Palmer of Kent Watersports, 
together with Surf Partners, 
the event consisted of a 


marathon cruise from 
Allhallows Sailboard Club on 
the Thames’ ‘rive gauche’, 
across the lumpy and ship 
infested estuary to Leigh-on- 
Sea (near Southend), followed 
by a return crossing. 
Competitors from London, 
Kent, Hertfordshire and Essex 
were each provided with an 
identical Surf Partner Air 
funboard compete with rig, so 
that the results would 
(hopefully) be decided solely 
on ability. Apart from 
trophies and glory, there were 
some excellent prizes on offer, 
including a Circle One Gun 
for the overall winner, so the 
racing was competitive to say 
the least — especially as 
pumping was allowed! 

A short close reach from 
the startline to an offshore 
buoy sorted out the fleet 
before the first main leg 
across the river, but the fickle 
wind shifted and dropped, 
leaving a dead run of several 
miles across a corrugated sea 
on a slim funboard that most 
of the sailors had never been 
on before. Wasn’t it fun 


Tiga and Pryde Dominate 
Columbia Gorge Pro Am 

The Pro Am speed slalom held at Columbia Gorge, USA, from 
5th to the 14th of July had consistent strong winds for the 
duration of the event. Racing with a ‘double elimination’ 
system, American Alex Aguera and Australian Tom Luedecke 
came in first and second places for Tiga and Pryde. Top World 
Cup men Robby Naish and Bjorn Schrader slipped to fifth and 
sixth places. 

This now puts Aguera well on his way to being acclaimed as 
the World’s number one boardsailor, but Naish is by far from 
beaten and may well have something up his sleeve for this 
coming autumn’s World Cup events. 


Results 

1. Alex Aguera 

2. Tom Luedecke 

3. Mike Waltze 

4. Tim Aagesen 

5. Robby Naish 

6. Bjorn Schrader 

7. Onno Tellier 

8. Nevin Sayre 


Tiga/Neil Pryde 
Tiga/Neil Pryde 
Windsurfer/Neil Pryde 
Mistral/Neil Pryde 
Mistral/Gaastra 
HiFly/Neil Pryde 
Tiga/Gaastra 
Mistral/Gaastra. 


chaps? 

The journey back was quite 
eventful too, with patches of 
wind available for those who 
were in the right place and 
severe shifts catching out the 
unawares on the wrong tack. 

The first four or five went 
clear from the pack, led 
originally by Tim Hill, but 
being closely pursued by Bob 
White and Richard Anderson, 
with the lead constantly 
changing. Just behind the 
leaders, Dave Elsworth was 
very disappointed when an oil 
tanker refused to acknowledge 
his starboard rights or do a 
720°, and shrewd Allhallows’ 
sailor, Radical Bob Swiniaksi, 
who was actually last round 
the Southend distance mark 
shot into contention by 
pinching hard up river before 
attempting to cross, thus 
beating the increasingly strong 
ebb tide. 

It was skill at playing the 
tide that eventually sorted out 
the results. Bob White used 
all his experience to get home 
first, with the second and 
third place men shortly 
behind. By now the tide was 
really running and Bob 
Swiniaski sailed well to just 
beat Dave Elsworth into 
fourth place, someway behind 
the leading trio. Even lighter 
winds and a strong local rip 
near the finish meant that the 
remainder of the fleet were 
hard put to make the short at 
all, but most battled on and 
completed what proved to be 
a demanding course on such a 
warm day. 

Results: 

1. Bob White; 2. Richard 
Anderson; 3. Tim Hill. 4. 

Bob Swiniaski; 5. Dave 
Elsworth; 6. Steve Maxted. 



Alex Aguera 
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A Maltese Triangle 

Dave Elsworth recently visited 
Malta on a special assignment 
to enter an international (but 
still amateur) regatta and so 
discover how the other half 
‘do it standing up’! 

Malta’s illustrious Jerma 
Palace Hotel hosted its first 
ever International Open Class 
Regatta recently. Despite light 
winds the event was 
considered to have been a 
great success. 

The regatta was intended to 
highlight the opening of a 
new water sports centre at 
Jerma Palace and the local 
hotshots were keen to test 
their abilities against visiting 
sailors. Launching from the 
rocky shoreline at Marsasala 
has always been slightly tricky 
and to overcome this 
problem, and to encourage 
more beginners to take 
advantage of the new 
schooling facilities under 
resident German windsurfing 
instructor Andrej, a large 
concrete breakwater has been 
constructed providing 
sheltered water and easier 
launching. 

The local racers largely 
favoured Tornado or Mistral 
Division I and II boards, with 
the occasional Sailboard SB2 
to be seen. Also much in 
evidence were quite a few 
custom short boards 
(predominantly Chapter) — 
proof that Malta must get 
very windy in the winter 
months! It’s interesting to 
note that there are restrictions 
on the permanent importation 
of sails to Malta, so the local 
company, Action Sails of 
Valetta, does a fair bit of 
business. The regatta sails 
looked quite competent and 
one of Action’s scrim Mylar 
fun sails was overall first prize 
for the regatta. 

It was interesting to note 
that few boards were car 
topped or stored in panel 
vans, UK style. Most serious 
local windsurfers seemed to 
own multi-board trailers and 
Peter Bonello, Malta’s 
Olympic sailboard contender 
(7th in Los Angeles) even 
manages to tow one behind 
his motorcycle! This is 
probably a reflection on an 
island with such a fine climate 
and no traffic lights, although 
it would seem that most locals 
have learnt to drive at the 
fairground dodgems. In fact, 
Malta officially drives on the 
lefthand side of the road, it’s 
just that no one appears to 
have told the Maltese yet. 

The day before the regatta 
saw several sailors out 



The Jerma Palace Hotel 


practising in moderate to 
fresh winds with a gently 
rolling sea, but, as seems 
traditional at so many 
international events, the wind 
dropped to the lightest of 
breezes for the two days of 
competition. Nonetheless, 
three tactically interesting 
races ensured, with visiting 
German Div.II and World 
Youth Champion Knut 
Bundig having regular tussles 
at the front of the fleet with 
Peter Bonello and the talented 
local Timmy Carrilleri. There 
was also a good women’s 
entry for the regatta, and 
their extreme light weight 
coupled with obvious skills 
made them very difficult to 


catch round the triangular 
courses. The event was 
completed on the Sunday 
afternoon with a freestyle 
competition, and good points 
here were essential to keep up 
a high average in order to be 
in contention for an overall 
win. This was born out when 
final results were announced 
and a delighted Sue Camillen 
received the main trophy and 
a brand new fun sail. 

It was also noted that the 
goings on at the water’s edge 
encouraged quite a few hotel 
residents to venture on down 
and try their hand at the 
sports on offer. In addition to 
the already comprehensive 
selection of facilities, 


including pool, snooker, 
gymnasium, sauna, massage 
and covered and outdoor 
swimming pools, Jerma have 
added waterskiing, diving and 
windsurfing to their list. The 
windsurfing equipment (brand 
new at the time of writing) 
includes top of the market 
Mistral boards, including 
Bermudas, Mauis, and shorter 
funboards such as the Taloa, 
Tarifa and Diamond Head. 
Together with the availability 
of new Mistral rigs, Hy Line 
strong wind sails and special 
lightweight beginner’s rigs, 
this probably comprises one 
of the best equipped centres 
around. 


RA CING IN FORMA T/ON 

The RYA has released a list of all the homologated boards now included in the new 

National Production Board Class. The Class was recently created 

to cater for funboards not eligible for IYRU Division I 

ALPHA INSPIRATION 

KLEPPER S3 

SAINT TROPEZ 

ALPHA RECREATION 

KLEPPER SI03 

SCIROCCO 

ALPHA WAIKIKI 

KLEPPER S105 

SEA PANTHER 

ALTO ALL PURPOSE 

KLEPPER S204 

STINGRAY 

ALTO FI DJI 

LIGHTNING II 

ST1P HOLIDAY BOARD 

BIC 210 S 

MAGNUM 370 

SURF PARTNER P A L. 

BIC STAR 250 

MARLIN 737 

SURF PARTNER U.F.O. 

BIC 650 S 

MARLIN 747 

TC BEACHER 

BMR (SPANEL) SPORT 

MASTERCLASS 355 

TC HUNTER 

COMET 

MIRAGE ALOHA 

TC RUNNER 

DISNEY 360 

MISTRAL KAILUA 

TC 39 

DUFOUR WING 

MISTRAL MAUI 

TEN CATE SPACER 

EAGLE 

MISTRAL NA1SH 

TEN CATE SPRINTER 

ELVSTROM 330 

MISTRAL SUPER LIGHT 

TIGA 

ELVSTROM 370 

NEW WAVE 375 

TORNADO 38 (PAN AM TYPE) 

ELVSTROM KING 1 373 

PANTHER JAGUAR 

VIKING INVADER 

ELVSTROM 390 

PANTHER STAR 

VINTA 370 

F2 LIGHTNING 

POINT RAINBOW SAMBA 

VINTA SOLO — ALL ROUND 

F2 STRATO 

POLY 

VINTA TWIST — ALL ROUND FUN 

FANATIC COBRA 

RAINBOW 390 

VINTA TWIST 11 

FANATIC EAGLE 

REIX 3.90 

VIVA 

FANATIC FOX 

ROCKER REGATTA 

WAYIER 

FUNKY 

SAILBOARD CAR1B 

WAYLER CHIPPER 

HI FLY 300 

SAILBOARD DELTA 

WAYLER YPSI 

HIFLY 555 

SAILBOARD GRAND PRIX 

WEST RACER 

HIFLY 700 

SAILBOARD MASTER CLASS 335 

WINDGL1DER 

HI TECH MUSTANG 

SAILBOARD MASTERCLASS 365 

WINDSURFER REGATTA 

ICARUS 

SAILBOARD RONDO 

YESS 

ICARUS IR SPEEDBOARD 

JET SURF TS 

SAILBOARD START (SPORT) 
SAILBOARD VARIO 
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LANZA ROTE • FUERTEVENTURA • TENERIFE 


CLASSIFIED 

HOLIDAYS 


WINDSURF IN TENERIFE 

'Tenerife-Canary Islands. Superb family holiday 
centre with year-round first class windsurfing in 
clean, warm ocean. Board hire from £35 per 
week. FuH international diploma course of 10 
lessons with qualified instructor only £30 
including equipment. 

Regular weekly flights from most UK airports, 
plus top quality accommodation. 

Details: 

CORONA HOLIDAYS 

73 High Road. London E18 2QP (ATOL) 

Brochure «m no 37«7 B«u»l Specify Wrdsurf Otter. ' 


TAKE YOUR BOARD FREE 


Dont wait for the WIND 

FOR IT! 


GO 


with 



Tel: 0403 51304 


ATOL 

803 


LAGOON WINDSURF TOURS 

4 Springfield Road, Horsham RJ12 2PJ 


TENERIFE Luxury two bed apartment in Las 
Americas. Excellent windsurfing, swimming 
pool, restaurant, sleeps six. From £34 per 
person. 0258 52677. 

FUERTEVENTURA. Private apartment to let in 
quiet location near magnificent beach on 
unspoilt island from £120 per week. Details: 01 
602 1778. 


i : 5m Total 


Total Holidays Ltd., 

Total House, Sandy Lane, 

Rushmoor, TILFORD, Surrey GU10 2ES 

Telephone: 0932-231113 
Telex: 23167 JBCOG 


LANZAROTE: Superb for windsurfing. 
Bungalows/Apartments with flights and free 
board carriage arranged. Free Airport parking. 
Car hire with roof-rack. Group bookings catered 
for. Ring Maureen Whittaker on 0327 830804 
(Atol 231). 


PORTUGAL terrific low cost windsurfing for 
everyone. Weekly board hire. English RYA 
instructor. Flights. Accommodation. Colour 
brochure CASINHAS HOLIDAYS. Tel: (0962) 
56613. 


GREECE, TURKEY, LANZAROTE with 'Falcon 
Sailing', the leading boardsailing holiday 
specialists. Choose from a wide range of top 
quality boards, with more than one per person. 
Select your centre to suit your needs, from 
expert to beginner. See your local ABTA Travel 
Agent or write to: 'Falcon Sailing', 190(r) 
Camden Hill Road, London, W8 7TH or phone 
01-727 0232 (24hrs). 


THE BALA LAKE HOTEL 

Situated in 29 acres, including a 9 hole golf 
course, alongside the largest natural lake in 
N.Wales. All rooms with private shower, 
w.c., colour T.V., and lake view. 

Excellent location for board and dinghy 
enthusiasts. 

Family units available. 

THE BALA LAKE HOTEL 
Bala, Gwynedd, N. Wales. 
Tel: (0678) 520344 


BOARDSAILING IN MINORCA 

★ WARM WATER* SUNSHINE* UNLIMITED USE OF HIGH QUALITY EQUIPMENT 
ONE OF EUROPE'S BEST WINDSURFING CENTRES & CHOICE OF OVER 80 BOARDS 


Large selection of boards: 


1 week from £217 

2 weeks from £319 

INSTRUCTION 
INCLUDED 



Extensive range of dinghies: 

410-470 
HOBIE CAT 
TOPPER 
LASER 
FINN 


HOTEL OR 
SELF-CATERING 


Huge selection of quality sails 
From 3.5m 2 to 7.5m 2 including the 
very latest fully battened sails 


ALPHA 

CHAPTER 

F2 

HI FLY 

KLEPPER 

MISTRAL 

SAILBOARD 

TEN CATE 

TIGA 

FANATIC 


Details and Brochure from: 

DEPT W, MINORCA SAILING HOLIDAYS 

287, Green Lanes, London N13 4X1 Tel: 882 3926 (24hrs) 


WINDSURF VASSILIKI 

Learn, practice & perfect. Excellent 
location, best winds in the Med. 
Top range of boards for singles, 
couples & families 
Depart 1 July to Sept. 

jiiar/cape .= 



ONLY 20 WEEKS TILL XMAS! 

Go on, give yourself a well earned break this winter and try out the latest Mistral 
gear in Barbados, Gran Canaria and the Maldives. Summer and Autumn locations 
also include Greece and Tunisia. For full details contact: 

The Caribbean Alternative , 70 Pembroke Road , London W8 6NX. 01 602 8273 
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SAVE £'s NOW. Boards at prices we dare not 
advertise on Vinta, Fanatic, Marlin, Klepper, F2, 
Wayler, AMF, John Hall, Freebird. Phone now 
or miss a bargain. Chandler Windsurfing 01 394 
0719 (Epsom). 


VALHALLA CUSTOM 

Unit 22, Millers Bridge Industrial Estate, 
Bootle, Liverpool, Merseyside. 

Epoxy Custom Board Manufacturers • 
Repairs to all types of sailboard • 

Mast reinforcement and repair • 
Custom booms manufactured to order • 
Wishbone manufacturer & recovering 
KLEPPER * ELVSTROM ★ VINTA ★ GUL 
WETSUITS * GAASTRA SAILS ★ DOLPHIN SAILS 
★ HY JUMPERS ★ OKE WIND ★ SPEEDSAILS ★ 
WINDSKATES + ROOF RACKS ★ 

BJ BOARDSAILING ★ 

Diamond Wet Suits Mountifield Sails 

Freebird Q51-933-7479 

also at 

172 Banks Road, West Kirby, Wirrel, 
Merseyside Tel: 051 625 2410 


READING/BASINGSTOKE/NEWBURY. All 

your windsurfing sailing and canoeing needs. 
Local lake at Wellington Country Park, shop 5 
minutes away at the Mowrite Garden Centre 
Swallowfield. New and Secondhand, HiFly, 
Vinta, Alpha, Tiga, Panther, Topper, wetsuits, 
chandlery etc. RYA tuition at all levels, hire, daily 
and annual launching of own craft. For the best 
local service by experts and champions, open 
every day phone Heckfield (073583) 505. 


PRESTWICK SAILBOARDS 

NEW BOARDS FROM £180 
WETSUITS FROM £29 

STARBUY — Fun board £240 

VINTA, HI-FLY, MASTERCLASS, VITAMIN SEA 
With Free Sail or Water start Harness 

TUITION AND HIRE AVAILABLE 


ira.7Ak.r- 


DEMO DAY STRATHCLYDE PARK AUG 11th 

STOCKIST OF R.A.F. SPIDER SAILS 
STAR BUY 7.0m2 ONLY £120 

1st Overall in all Scottish Tornado Events 


SPIDER 6 BATTEN R.A.F. 

4.2m2,5.0m2,5.7m2.from£99 

SPIDER 3 BATTEN 

4.0m2,4.8m2,6.0m2.from£69 

Storm Sails .... from£30.00 Harnesses ... .from£19 

THE BEACH, PRESTWICK 
- 0292-75125/79858 


ANGMERING & CRAWLEY Windsurfing for 
Fanatic, Sailboard, Wayler, Marlin, Typhoon, 
Gul, North, De Vries, Hy Jumpers. Rustington 
(0902) 785111. 


SAIL AT BRISTOL'S NEW LAKE 
WITH THE BEST SHOP 
IN THE WEST WITH 


WEST COUNTRY WINDSURFING 

SHOP LAKE 

68 West Street, Almondsbury 

Bristol 2 Lake 

Tel: (0272) 550779 Tel: (0454) 773599 
Tornado, Gul and So/a Wetsuits 
Many Accessories e.g.B.J. Harnesses etc 
Agents for: 

Mistral, Fanatic, Marlin, Wayler, 
_ Bic, Ten Cate and Hi Fly _ 


E 


STRATFORD 

SAILBOARDS 
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MASONS ROAD, 
STRA TFORD-UPON-A VON 
Tel: (0789) 6781 7 


FOR ALL THE BEST BOARDS, Mistral, 
Klepper, HiFly, Wayler, Vinta. Spares, repairs, 
and accessories of all kinds. Come to the KENT 
WINDSURFING CENTRE, The Broadway, 
Featherby Road, Gillingham, Kent. Tel: Medway 
(0634) 376350. 

PACKAGE DEALS for the first time buyer at 
generous discounts well below M.R.P. Phone for 
Brochure & Details Interclub 01-803 4747. 

ANGMERING WINDSURFING for a wide 
choice of secondhand guaranteed boards. 
Rustington (0903) 785111. 


Soil Sports 

MANLEY,NR.FRODSlHAM, CHESHIRE 
F2 All accessories 

Ten Cate Demo & 2nd hand Boards 
Alpha Wetsuit St board hire 

Fanatic Tuition — own lake 

Tel: Manley (09284) 243 


FUN BOARD with sliding track, footstraps, from 
£259. Childrens/Youths boards £199 complete. 
Beginners boards from £199. We are now Tiga 
stockists. The Chandlers Windsurfing, 27 
Western Road, Littlehampton, 0903 715686 open 
Sundays. 



HOBBS HILL, CROYDE, NORTH DEVON 
Tel: Croyde (0271) 890147 
ALSO AT: LE SPORT, 

31C BOUTPORT ST, BARNSTAPLE 
Barnstaple (0271) 79675 


MIDSUMMER MADNESS. Massive 
discounts. £100 off Boards. 20% off sails. Cloud 
9 Windsurfing, 10c Cathedral Place, London. 01 
248 1819. Contact now! 


THE SAILBOARD CENTRE (SCOTLAND). 

Mistral, HiFly, Klepper, T.C. Vitamin Sea and 
Lightwave.; Board and sail repair. Good 
selection of demonstration and secondhand 
boards. Fun and racing sails, spares, 
accessories, wetsuits and drysuits. Phone or 
S.A.E. For full stocklist. Peters Auto Marine, 131 
Balcases Avenue, Kelvindale, Glasgow. Tel: 041 
357 3344 P.1183E. 


JOHN HALL EPOXY 360 £375, 295/315 £285 
including straps and skegs. The Chandler 
Windsurfing 01 394 0719 (Epsom). 


NORTH WALES WINDSURF. Specialists for 
Mistral, HiFly, Sailboard, F2, Wavecrest 
Custom. New and used boards, wetsuits, 
drysuits, steamers, Tushingham sails, 
accessories. Everything for beginners to experts 
is at Wavecrest Windsurfing, 67 Abergele Road, 
Colwyn Bay. Tel: (0492) 2494. 



SURF 55 

55 St. James St.. 
Kings Lynn, 
Norfolk. 

Tel: 05537 64356 


SUNSPORTS — For F2, Vinta, HiFly, Alpha, 
Ten Cate, Hood, HyLine, Lodey, Alpha, Hy 
Jumpers, Hotlines, Typhoon, Gul, Marlin, Sola, 
Circle One, Tiki plus lots more. Telephone: 
(0273) 28584. 

GRANDPRIX WINDSURFING MIDLANDS. 

Vinta, Bic, Rainbow, Peoxy, Elvstrom. New 
boards from £220. Bulk supplies to schools etc. 
Used/seconds/demos/exchanges/spares/- 
booms/masts/repairs/insurance/accessories. 
Dolphin Sails, Marlin wetsuits and steamers etc. 
TUITION/HIRE/DEMONSTRATIONS. YOU 
NAME IT! PHONE/SAE for list. VISA/ACCESS. 
Grandprix, 13 Suffolk Grove, Aldridge, Walsall, 
West Midlands. (0922) 51475 anytime. 


OLLEYOFOTLEY 
SAILBOARD CENTRE 


LARGEST SHOWROOM DISPLAY 
IN YORKSHIRE 

Beginner or expert Olley's have the board to 
a match your performance 

Everything you need- 
Sails. Accessories. Clothing. 
Video Instruction Showing. 

Before you buy consult the specialists 

C$?j 


ueTore you ouy consult the specialists 

yofOt/ey 

*^Gay Lane. Otley. (0943) 465153 ^ 


HIGHWINDSURFING 

2C, Withenshaw Road, Sale, Manchester. Tel: 061 9698484 

The smallest boardsailing shop in the North that sells the best equipment for both 

beginner and expert. 

Klepper • Tiga • IViountifield • Vitamin Sea • Tiki • Surf Panther • Neil Pryde • XL 
• NiKe North• 0 Neill• Sea Fox# Rip Curie and a full range of accessories. 
Board hire, sail hire, and board bag hire for the holidays. 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK FROM EASTER 

Tel: 061 9698484 


GERONIMO your Midland Shop 

Stockists of Sailboard, F2, Vitamin Sea Gul Wetsuits and ' 
much more; Board repair & RYA School. 

GERONIMO, 14 Burnett Road, Streetly, Sutton Coldfield 021-352 0222/0282 — 


NORTH MARINE HUDDERSFIELD. Fanatic, 
HiFly and Vinta. New and used boards. 
Accessories. For great gear, super service and 
keenest prices. Ring Huddersfield 653527 
(anytime). 


80 


W/NDSURFAND BOARD SAILING 


































FACTORY CLEARANCE £100 off. 370 
Polyethelene Funboard, Lipstick mast track, 
footstraps, 5.6m rig £275. The Chandler 
Windsurfing 01 394 0791 (Epsom). 


FOR LONDON BOARDSAILORS. We have 
demo boards and the largest stocks of wetsuits 
and accessories. Located on the River Thames at 
Whitewater Sports, Shepperton Marina, Felix 
Lane, Shepperton. (0932) 247978 (Force Five 
Windsurfing). 

SAILBOARD MASTERCLASS Test Centre 
and :ho South's leading dealer. Angmering 
Windsurfing. Rustington (0903) 785111. 

1985 FANATIC, Klepper, Wayler, at 
unbelievable prices!!! e.g. Klepper S304/6.0m 2 
ultracut £499. Ring for details, Chandler 
Windsurfing (Littlehampton) 0903 715686 (Open 
Sundays). 



WOODHALL DINGHIES & SAILBOARDS - 

For Sailboard, Masterclass, Klepper, Hi-Fly, 
Chapter, Wayler, Pacific, Windsurfer, and Bic. 
Plus spares. Accessories. Dinghies & sailboards 
taken in part exchange. Woodhall Farm, Nr.Mill 
Green. Tel: Hatfield (07072) 62098. 




DON'T PANIC! 

WE'VE GOT IT ALL 

• boards • sails 



• wetsuits 


spares 


repairs • r.y.A. school 
(Poole Park Lake) 

ALL THE BACK UP TO 
KEEP YOU GOING WHEN 
OTHERS LET YOU DOWN 


James & Jane Ellis, 
111 Commercial Road. 
Lower Parkstone. 
Poole. Dorset 
0202 741744 


CHICHESTER 

SAILBOARD ClHTRt 

Hi-Flv, F2, Wavier, Bic, Vitamin Sea, Circle One. Second Skin ami (Arete One wetsuits. Tushingham and Hi~Surf sails. 
FREE TUITION. FREE BROCHURE Phone Mike Creagh at 0243 S11SS1 or 671343. B & B accommodation. 

Sou wester Yachting, The Sailboard Centre, Lock Lane, Birdham, Chichester. 


RICHMOND LAKES 
WINDSURFING 

North Hykeham 
Lincoln 

BOARD HIRE 
AND TUITION 
PRIVATE BOARDS 
WELCOME 



Tel. Stephen on 
Lincoln 681329/695397 


VINTA 340 £325 complete. The Chandler 
Windsurfing 01 394 0719 (Epsom). 


CHESTER 

S4ILBQ4RD CENTRE 

Simply the best. 

Certainly 
the best value. 


Deans Marina, Rowton Bridge, Christleton, 
Chester. Tel. Chester 335523 





13 Upper High Street. Taunton - 51729 


INTERCLUB 

WINDSURFING 


19 Kendal Parade, 
Silver Street, London 
01-803 4747 

3 Schools in North London 


VINTA 320, 5.6m 2 Powerhead only £255. 
Chandler Windsurfing (Littlehampton) 0903 
715686 (Open Sundays). 

FOR ALL THE BEST BOARDS. Mistral, HiFly, 
Wayler, Klepper, Vinta. Spares and repairs of all 
kinds. Come to the London Windsurfing Centre, 
553 Battersea Park Road, London SW11. Tel: 01 
223 2590/228 0430, and the Thames Valley 
Windsurfing Centre, Mereoak Road, Three Mile 
Cross, Reading. Tel: (0734) 882066 (at junction 
11 M4/A33). 


GOVERNMENT HEALTH WARNING 

WINDSURFING CAN SERIOUS1Y 
IMPROVE YOUR HEAL TH. 



CENTRE 

Getting Too Little!! 

Come to Cornwall 

CORNWALL WINDSURFING 
CENTRE, 

63 Fairmantle Street Truro. 

Tel: (0872) 75342 

P0RTSCATH0 WINDSURFING 
SCHOOL 


AMF MARES demonstration day. Come and 
sea test the range of Mares fun and race boards. 
Saturday 17 August, Littlehampton. Ring 0903 
715686 for details. 



NEW SHOP NO W OPEN 100 yds from Sea 
Offer: Beginners board Et complete 
double lined wetsuit £299 
N°2THE GALLEON, SHORE ROAD, 

EAST WITTERING. Tel: (0243) 672315 


THE CHANDLER WINDSURFING for Vinta, 
Tiga, AMF Mares. Demos and school. 
(Littlehampton) 0903 715686 (Open Sundays). 



SPORTING LIFE 


Distributors for: 


FANATIC 


r11-u-isar»H 


north •*. 


V 

GUL 

TORNADO 


72 HIGH STREET, SHOREHAM-BY-SEA, WEST SUSSEX. TELEPHONE (07917) 64870. 
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TUITION 


ULLSWATER SAILING 
AND SAILBOARD Est. 
SCHOOL 1972 

B B&B 
pitches 
spaces 
Cabins 
broom, 
TV etc. 

New lake frontage at Rampsbeck Hotel 
2 ml. from Pooley Bridge on A592 
Details Landends, Watermillock, 

Nr Penrith, Cumbria. Tel Pooley Bridge 438 


RYA Tuition 
Twin activity 
Hire 

Launching 
Parking / k O' 



DB 
Tent 
Caravan 
Self catering Log 
Drying facilities, Clu 
Snooker table, darts, 


CRAWLEY WINDSURFING School. RYA 
Beginners tuition on scenic lake near Gatwick 
and M23. Est.5 years. Brochure — Tel: 
Rustington (0903) 785111. 


WINDSURF AT SANDBANKS 

THE JEWEL IN THE CROWN' 

Clean Sparkling Water, Golden Sands • Sheltered 
Harbour and Open Sea Areas* RYA Basic/- 
Improver/Funboard/Advanced Courses* Holiday 
Courses for all Ages* Board Hire 

OPEN ALL YEAR 

SANDBANKS BOARDSAILING SCHOOL, 

43 Panorama Road, Sandbanks, Poole, 
Dorset BH13 7RA 

Tel: (24hr) Carnford Cliffs (0202) 709231 


SEA SAILING Introduction Courses and 
advanced funboard courses. Angmering 
Windsurfing. Brochure, Tel: Rustington (0903) 
785111. 


HOVE LAGOON WINDSURFING SCHOOL 
BRIGHTON 

• RYA School, beginners, 
improvers 8- funboard courses 

• Holiday breaks 

• Sailboard hire 

• Sea T est 

• Children and family courses 

_ Tel: Brighton (0273) 421702 _ 


FOR LONDON BOARDSAILORS. We have 
demo boards and the largest stocks of wetsuits 
and accessories. Located on the River Thames at 
Whitewater Sports, Shepperton Marina, Felix 
Lane, Shepperton. (0932) 247978 (Force Five 
Windsurfing). 


ENJOY BOARDSAILING at our beautiful lakes 
in the Thames Valley. Hire leading makes of 
board by the hour or take them away for the day, 
weekend or holiday. Try before you buy! For 
bookings ring LONDON WINDSURFING 
CENTRE, 553 Battersea Park Road, London 
SW11. Tel: 01 223 2590/228 0430. 

LEARN BOARDSAILING at lovely Longside 
Lake near Staines or beautiful Bray Lake near 
Windsor. Beginners RYA courses. Advanced 
tuition. School established 1978. LONDON 
WINDSURFING CENTRE, 553 Battersea Park 
Road, London SW11. Tel: 01 223 2590/228 0430. 


SECONDHAND BOARDS 


WINDSURFING CAR BOOT SALE Loads of 
used boards and equipment, first Sunday of 
each month, 10am to 4pm at Sussex 
Windsurfing Boat Yard, Sea Place, Worthing 
(0903 47174). Entrance to exhibitors £3.00. 

FANATIC CAT EPOXY. The ultimate in course 
racing and funboard sailing. One of few in Britain 
£600 o.n.o. Tel: 0934 24986. 

HY JUMPERS CUSTOM Fibreglass 9ft. Brand 
new £250. Vitamin Sea 262 V.G.C. £260. Doug 
01 854 6355. 

2 WINDSURFER Regatta, very good condition 
Regatta sail, 6.0m 2 . Excellent freestyle. £280.00 
each. 061 439 9736. 

MISTRAL TARIFA, Excellent condition 5.7m 2 
and 6.2m 2 sails complete £525 o.n.o. Windsurfer 
Regatta complete except mast. Ideal beginners 
board £120 o.n.o. Tel: 0273 473481. 

FOR SALE: Windglider (ostermann) + wetsuit 
and boots — unused due to injury — best offer 
secures. Telephone 01 460 7671 (Bromley, Kent). 

PERFECT MISTRAL TARIFA and option on 
£700 worth of rigs. Details and offers call Adam 
on 061 865 3803. 

MISTRAL SUPERLIGHT 3 months old with 
Radial 6m sail. Very good condition £660. Call 
Peter on 0268 710209. 

MISTRAL MALIBU 1984 with rig. Good 
condition £550. Tel: Fran 031 225 3406. 

EPOXY HIFLY RACE 8 weeks old with 3 world 
cup sails, 3 aluminium masts, 3 fully adjustable 
booms £1,200. Tel: Radlett 6785. 

F2 BULLIT, extremely good condition £320 
o.n.o. 01 736 1498 or 01 352 0767. 


FOR RYA TUITION, Beginners and Advanced, 
come to the Kent Windsurfing Centre. Sea and 
lake locations. Ring us on Medway (0634) 
376350, or drop in for a chat. KENT 
WINDSURFING CENTRE, The Broadway, 
Featherby Road, Gillingham, Kent. 


| 1985 Range Blown Polyethylene 300 CS, 600 | 

I CS, 750 CS Funboards 355, 320, RACE Epoxy ■ 
Boards 355, 320, 295, PRO RACE, GUN. | 

I SAE TO J.D.M. FLYERS, 12 POPULAR HOUSE, ■ 
12 MANCHESTER RD., WILMSLOW, CHESHIRE, | 
| SK91BG. 

I 
I 

| Address 

I 
I 
I 


■ Name 


w.s. 


7b Advertise 

youR2NDHANP 

Board here 

See Coupon 

on Bye 


SAILS 


SAIL REPAIRS — Speedy service at reasonable 
prices. Phone for quote or send mail order, 
Dockland Sail Repairs. 01-530 3984. 

BOARDSAILS DIRECT from the Loft, stock or 
custom colours. Example 5.4 sq.m rotational 
£93.00. R&J Sails, The Loft, 5B The Beach, 
Clevedon, Avon. Tel: 875878/879294. 

NEIL PRYDE waveline RAF's, 5.4m and 4.2m 
only two months old. Excellent condition £390 or 
offers. Tel: 0792 892694. 

PRYDE WAVE RAF 4.7m. New unused £185. 
01 352 0767 or or 01 736 1498. 


WET/DRY SUITS 


FOR THE BEST VALUE and widest range of 
wetsuits and accessories around, come to the 
LONDON WINDSURFING CENTRE, 553 
Battersea Park Road, London SW11. Tel: 01 223 
2590/228 0430 and the THAMES VALLEY 
WINDSURFING CENTRE, Mereoak Road, Three 
Mile Cross, Reading. Tel: 0734 882066 (at 
junction 11, M4/A33). Also KENT 

WINDSURFING CENTRE, The Broadway, 
Featherby Road, Gillingham, Kent. Tel: 0634 
376350. 

WETSUITS, DRYSUITS, SAILBOARDS, 

Harnesses &- accessories, send 24p stamp for 
mail order catalogue or visit our super new shop. 
Andark Watersports, 256 Bridge Road, Lower 
Swanwick, Southampton (04895) 81755. 

JETSPORTS WETSUITS. Top quality at 
competitive prices. 3mm Long Johns from 
£31.00. Also made to measure and self assembly 
kits. Brochure: Jetsports (BS), 5 St.Clair Road, 
Bury, Lancs. Tel: Tottington (020 488) 4676. 


INSURANCE 


BOARD INSURANCE — Loss/Damage/Theft 
including personal effects and third party. 
£500.000 — also School's Insurance. Colin Curtis 
Insurance, 52 Notte Street, The Barbican, 
Plymouth. Tel: 664649. 


SAILBOARD INSURANCE 

ALL MAKES £500,000 

Third Party Indemnity, additional options for 
damage and theft cover, Premium from CIO. 
Special Licensed Board schemes full cover £20. 

Contact Richard Langford 
M.A.Noblednsurance Brokers Ltd) 
127 High Road, Beeston, Nottingham 
Tel: 0602 222015 


BOARD INSURANCE. Send SAE for details 
to: JB Insurance, 17/30 High Street, 
Waterbeach, Cambridge CB59 JU. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


HOLIDAY BOARDS FOR HIRE by the day, 
weekend, or week. Ring the London 
Windsurfing Centre, 553 Battersea Park Road, 
London SW11. Tel: 01 223 2590/228 0430 and 
Thames Valley Windsurfing Centre, Mereoak 
Road, Three Mile Cross, Reading. Tel: 0734 
882066 (at junction 11, M4/A33). Also Kent 
Windsurfing Centre, The Broadway, Featherby 
Road, Gillingham, Kent. Tel: 0634 376350. 


THE 'HUMPrr 
RANGE 



• HUMPIT 
LANDSURFER 1 
WHEELS & AXLES 

• Just supply your own 
board and mastfoot. 

For details and prices, 
contact your local 
dealer or: Multi-vac, 
Bryngarth House, 
Barnsley Hill, 

Chester Road North, 
Kidderminster. 
Telephone: (0562) 4886. 


• THE HUMPIT 
ORIGINAL •Britain's 
best selling sailboard 
cradle trolley. 

• THE HUMPIT MINI 

• A small light rear 
mounting sailboard 
trolley 

• THE HUMPIT 'X' 
FRAME • Compact 
trolley with nylon 
webbing supports. 

• THE HUMPIT'H' 
FRAME •Small, 
sturdy - fits any size 
of board. 

• THE HUMPIT 
CYCLE • Fits to the 
rear of a bike , 
converts to a short 
trailer. 

• HUMPIT 4 BOARD 
ROOF RACK 
CARRIER* Fits your 
existing roof rack. 


EUROPEAN TRADE AND AGENCY ENQUIRIES WELCOME. 


STATE OF THE ART Hawaiian designed and 
proven RAF adjustable booms and mast 
extensions. Tel: 0252 702656. Indestructible 
quality. 

AVAILABLE NOW, custom built board trolley. 
Essential for serious sailors. SAE for details: 
'Easywheeler' 15, Alderley Terrace, Holyhead, 
Gwynedd LL65 1NL. 



HIGH TECHNOLOGY 
DISTRESS FLARES 


SKYBLAZER 

AERIAL DISTRESS FLARES 

ESSENTIAL FOR WINDSURFERS AT SEA 

Only 4 inches x % inch 
From good Windsurf Shops and Chandlers 

FLARETEC LTD, LONDON 01-741 0558 
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CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM 


K e can offer you two types of advertisement: 

Q 1) LINEAGE: Thecost of this is20p per word, pre-paid, with a minimum charge of £4.00 + 15% VAT 
| 1 2) DISPLAY: (a boxed advertisement) with or without one illustration or photo£18.00per3col.cms. 

Please use BLOCK LETTERS. If you require your name, addressand telephone numberto appear in the 
advertisement, please include them in the box above. Specify the type of advertisement required (tick 
box). Cheques/P.P's should be made payable to Ocean Publications Ltd. 

NAME. 

ADDRESS . 


Please insert the above advertisement in the following issues of WINDSURF 8 Boardsailing. 

Send to: WINDSURF St Boardsailing, 22/24 Buckingham Palace Road , London SW1. 


uiindrurf 


I wish to subscribe to Windsurf 8- Boardsailing Magazine for 12 issues commencing with the.issue 

I enclose cheque/P.O./M.O. for£. 

I prefer you to charge my ACCESS/BARCLAYCARD/VISA/MASTERCARD A/C N°. 

(Credit card payment is not possible from France) 

BANKERS: Lloyds Bank, 18 Wigmore Street, London W1. A/C N°0079745 

Subscription rates: UK and N.Ireland £11.00; Overseas (surface mail inc.Eire) £14.00; Air Mail: Europe £19.00; Middle East £21.50; 
USA, Canada 8- S.Africa £26.00; Australia, New Zealand 8 Japan £28.00. 

NAME.ADDRESS. 


..TEL.N°: . 

Please complete this form and send it with your subscription to: 
Subs Dept., Windsurf & Boardsailing Magazine, Ocean Publications Ltd., 
22/24 Buckingham Palace Road, London SW1W 0QP 


W.C.A.G.B MEMBERSHIP FORM, 



Windsurfer Class Association Membership runs from 1st January to 31st December. Members will continue to receive this 
magazine as part of the benefits of Class membership. This form must be completed and sent to the following address: 

Mrs Jan Blenkinsop, 188 Harbour Way, Shoreham-by-Sea, Sussex. 

Name. 

Membership N°..SailN°.. 

Address.. 


Membership Status (Full £12.00, Family£16.00) 


Please tick box 
New application 



Tel.N°: 


Renewal 



Change of address 



I enclose Cheque/ Postal Order Value £ 


made payable to Windsurfer Class Association of Great Britain (W.C.A.G.B.) 


































NEW LIGHT, 

STIFF COPEX ’85 

With Copex 85 Fanatic have 
succeeded again. The 
combination of thermoplastic 
materials and polycarbonate 
increases longitudinal rigidity 
giving better results in high 
speed planing. 


NEW POWER: FANATIC 
PROFILE RIGS 

Effective propulsion and easy 
handling determine the sporty 
qualities of Fanatic sails. Short 
booms and the perfect balance 
of these sails , considerably 
enhances the handling of 
Fanatic’s boards. The standard 
profile sail for the allround user. 
The Spiderprofile for the 
specialist. 


NEW STYLE: FANATIC 
QUATROCONCAVE 

The Fanatic Viper is the missing 
link in the world of funboards. 
The four concaves concept 
brings the board onto the plane 
earlier and allows it to stay there 
longer. The Viper’s basic 
V-shape results in the board 
having good light wind 
performance while the 
elongated double concave 


shape in the rear increases 
speed and manoeuvrability. The 
340 cm length and 188 L 
volume helps to make the Viper 
the ideal funboard for sailing in 
all winds. 


Address 


Tel. No 


SUPER SURF LTD., THE GRANGE, DOWNHAM, BILLERICAY, ESSEX 

Name . 


FANATIC 

O pi |-| fl for your copy of the 1985 Fanatic 

1 I \A brochure, a large colour action poster 
O A and introduction card to your nearest 
£» I Fanatic test centre. 




























NORTH SAILS 



North Sails don't just cut the drag out of rigging and 
trimming, we make sure the strength and manoeuvrability 
is there when you need it. A fun-surfer will push his board 
to the limit, and when he's there he relies on his rig. 

That's why a good wind surfer always picks a 
good sail. 



^^Windsurfing UK Waterloo Road, Bidford on Avon B50 4JH. Tel. 0789-773111 
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FASTER BY DESIGN 



THE ALLROUND FUNBOARO DEVELOPED TO COMBINE 
UNSURPASSED LONG BOARD HANDUNG WITH FLAT OUT 
STRAIGHT LINE SPEED ON ALL POINTS OF SAILING. 
DOUBLE CONCAVE EXCEPTIONALLY STIFF HULL GIVES 
EARLY PLANNING IN FORCE 3. A RACECOURSE 
THOROUGHBRED. 

LENGTH: 3.63M BREADTH: 0 SAM WEIGHT: CA I5NG 
VOLUME: CA WO LITRE 


EASY PLANNING CHARACTERISTICS OF A LONGER 
BOARD WITH THE MANOEVRABIUTY OF A SHORT BOARD 
MAKE THIS MARGINAL A DEUGHT TO SAIL IN ANY 
WINDS OF FORCE 4+. MULTICHANNEL BOTTOM GIVES 
TIGHT GRIP IN TURNS AND BREATHTAKING STRAIGHT 
LINE SPEED A MODERATELY WIDE TAIL GETS YOU ON 
THE PLANE QUICK AND UP INAIR AS HIGHAS YOU DARE 

LENGTH: 2 75M BREADTH 0. SIM WEIGHT CA LONG 
VOLUME: CAUO LITRE 


.VSTROM CHELSEA WHARF LOTS ROAD LONDON SW10 TEL: 01-351 6981 
































